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INTER NOS - APRIL 2025

1) HOLY FATHER'S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR THE MONTH:

For the use of the New Technologies : Let us pray that the use of the new technologies will not replace
human relationships, will respect the dignity of the person, and will help us face the crises of our times.

2) VOICE OF THE SHEPHERD:
RESURRECTION, A PROFOUND MYSTERY TO MEDITATE

Resurrection, a debate

Resurrection continues to be a debate among the scholars and the intellectuals
even today but it remains a strong belief among the simple Christians. Christianity
thrives on the belief of Jesus’ Resurrection (cf Rom 10:9; 1 Cor 15:14-17). It is
true that the event of the resurrection is not narrated in the N.T. What we read in
the narratives of the Gospel is the empty tomb and the apparitions of the risen
Jesus. The account on resurrection narrated by Paul is probably derived from the
creedal formulae, hymns and prayers, and from the apostolic preaching and
Catechesis (cf.J.L. Mackenzie S.J, Dictionary of the Bible, 1965)

The resurrection accounts clearly point out the hesitation, doubt and uncertainty
of the disciples about Jesus’ resurrection. Even the prediction of Jesus on his
death and resurrection is obscure and not fully comprehended by the disciples. The disciples fail to
recognize the risen Jesus (MK 16:12; LK 24:16; Jn 20:14, 4:4)

Some scholars suggest that resurrection is a supernatural event, hence any historical investigation may run
into muddy waters. It is exclusively an object of faith. It is not a fact, it is a mystery of faith. It is this faith
which recognizes the risen Lord. Jesus’ death is a reality but his resurrection is the vitality. Death is historical
but resurrection is theological, it is based on faith. It is resurrection which enthrones Jesus above all the
kings and authorities and heavenly beings (Cf.Phil 2:10-11).

Life in the Resurrection

Resurrection becomes an indispensable belief of Paul. According to him. “If Christ has not been raised, then
our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. If Christ has not been raised your faith is
futile and you are still in your sins (1 Cor 15:14-17). See how he writes his immortal words of his belief in
the Risen Jesus. “I have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer | who live it is Christ who lives in me.
And the life | now, live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God (Gal 2:19,20). Jesus, raised from the
dead, introduces Paul to a new life, and this new life comes from the Father, who is the source of all life. It
is the Father who causes Jesus’ resurrection or exaltation or glorification (cf. Rom 8:34; Ep 1:20).

The Apostles and Paul proclaim that Christ is alive. Paul and other disciples were completely transformed
by the risen Lord, who appeared to them. To them Christ is alive in his person, and works wonders and
miracles through his followers even today. This has been profusely attested by Fr. Joe Mannath in his
classical book “IT IS HIM” (P.160-164). The history of the church attests to the witness boldly and assuredly
given by the disciples and powerfully emphasizes the fact, that “he is alive”

Joe Manath proceeds to convincingly pen that Jesus cannot be compared with other noble persons who
dedicated themselves for humanity, taught many admirable things and set an exemplary life for later
generations. According to him Jesus’ story is different. It is marked by his rising from the dead, he is
experienced as alive. He transformed his frightened and fearful followers into persons filled with love,
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courage and the power to heal and to give life (Acts 3:1-10). His name and his mysterious presence filled
their hearts with joy and peace.

The Risen Lord and his impact on his followers
The crux of the matter exposes Jesus as all powerful compassionate God. In him, God comes closer to
man, benign, gentle and friendly. Again, Jesus sets an example of ‘how a man should live’ Many believers
and non-believers find, peace, healing, consolation etc. For many he is their hope, their inner peace, their
reconciliation and their force to forgive and accept others. As Pope, Francis confirms “Our hope needs to 2
anchor in Jesus” Pe
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Resurrection and its effects

Jesus death and burial would not make any sense or change had there not been any resurrection of Jesus.
It is impossible to believe but the whole of Christianity stands on this belief.

Jesus’ Resurrection is a victory over death, evil, Satan and its powers. It is a victory over sin for the people =
who have lost hope. It is victory for humanity which suffered death inherited the curse of God, and deviated
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< from the life of integrity and trust, wandered for away from God (Cf. Gen 3:19). But for resurrection the life <

* would be meaningless and futile having no purpose. Resurrection is victory of life over death. It gives
; : meaning and hope to life. Life is seen positively and there is a possibility of man attaining resurrection. One = :
::Z can say ‘it is the final destiny of the son of God which is bestowed on man as well. ::Z
%i  Resurrection, source of strength B
Jg Resurrection resonates and pervades the whole universe. It revolutionizes life, brings a joyful transformation Jg
<%  tothe believers. Anyone who believes in Resurrection shall be never be afraid of death. He is strengthened =
w by it. P
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Oscar Romero Archbishop of El Salvador is one of them. When the police threatened him with dire :
consequences, as he spoke for the poor, for just wage and for Justice, he retorted bravely.
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“l am a Christian. | am not afraid of death. | do not believe in a death without resurrection. If | die, |
shall raise again in my people. | shall be alive”. He was killed as he was celebrating his mass and he
fell on the altar dead. What a conviction! What a witness! What an unwavering faith!
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The Christians throughout the history, give witness to the wonder of resurrection exhibit their simple and
unmovable faith in Jesus. They show their tremendous courage before their persecutors who tortured them <
to death. Some tortures are surprised by inimitable courage of the Christians and got converted to 3%
Christianity.
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Resurrection, a vital force

In the resurrection narratives we find in the four gospels, the evangelists express strongly the disciples’
disbelief and their refusal to accept resurrection despite the manifestations of the risen Lord. Yet
Resurrection existed as a vital force to animate the dispirited and frustrated disciples. Their fear and
cowardice disappeared. They boldly gave witness to the resurrection of Jesus. Death and darkness have
been used to prove that life and light have the last words to utter.

»
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It is evident, for Christians death is not the end of life, life continues. It is a vibrant and vital and force that
offers them hope through the resurrection of Jesus. It is true, no one has seen resurrection; their belief
serves as an essential force to sustain the believers and the church.

Resurrection sustains the warriors to fight against evil and injustice. It gives victory to life. Life gets
brightened, and strengthen the hope of Resurrection.

Resurrection sparkles every single line of the New Testament. Everything written in the gospels is written
in the light of Jesus’ Resurrection. The Gospels get a different explanation and meaning in light of
Resurrection. Jesus’ life appears a tragedy before death. After death Jesus is victorious. It is clear the
biography of Jesus is written in a way heading towards his death and Resurrection. Jesus’ life seems to be
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a tragic comedy. Life of Jesus is filled with puzzles and enigma which sends ripple of joy and hope.
Christians who believe in Jesus are never defeated. They feel the eternal and unfailing power of the Father
who raised Jesus from dead. B
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He is predicted as a sign of contradiction. All his good words evoked jealousy and condemnation. But it
would not stop his desire and power to do good. There are already signs of his immortality, that he will never
be defected. His life reveals a new movement to life, to hope, and to people who suffer and struggle. One
generation dies, but another generation takes up the struggle.
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Easter experience of the Kandamal people in India &
Easter experience tells of the life stories of hope, joy, brightness, revival, renewal and transformation. The
gospel of Mark 16 narrates the incident of grief stricken, bewildered and frightened woman approach the
tomb to anoint Jesus’ body. They are told “don’t be alarmed. He is not here, He has been raised. He is going
ahead of you to Galilee, you will see him” These words of assurance and encouragement change their -
sorrows into joy, confidence and conviction that propel them to be energetic and dynamic. &)
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“ Itis something like the profound experience of the Archbishop of Cuttack- Bhubaneshwar, John Barwa when 7
i« he visited the persecuted Christians of Kandamal, who had lost their properties, other precious belongings %
¢ and the beloved ones. They welcomed him with joy, dance, music and faith. The Bishop was spellbound

{2 and asked them how they were able to be happy in this tragic situation. Don’t worry, Bishop they replied, {2

%z Jesus has not abandoned us, he is alive with us. His presence enlivens us. We forgive the perpetrators of

}3 evil although we cannot forget. The bishop added that these simple, rural people had the Easter experience. }3

12 They felt that He is alive, in the midst of their suffering, bearing their wounds and sorrows. 12

v‘ For the Christians Easter experience is lived every day, when they face persecution, loss of property and v‘

lives. Easter remains the source of strength. They are a real witness of the pilgrims of Hope. They trust him, 3
put their unwavering and relentless confidence in him. They feel the touch of his hand, which is the source %
of their strength.
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Resurrection and Jubilee

For the Christians, Jubilee is not a celebration but an experience of the Risen Lord, alive, accompanying,
walking, talking, listening and consoling his friends.
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The risen Lord conversed with the Emmaus disciples instructed them about scripture, showed them his
intimacy, dinned with them and set them on fire. The disciples understood the effect of His words, presence,
dialogue and meal (accompaniment). Jesus discussed with them the scripture. He was thought to bring out
the meaning of scripture on Resurrection. The primary intention was to supply understanding to the
believers. It is said that the divine figure has disguised himself and visited with mortals according to the
pagan mythology. (cf. Raymond E. Brown, “a Risen Christ in Eastertime”, Bangalore, (48-49).
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Explanation of scripture did not bring about recognition but set their hearts on fire (Lk 24:32). This prepared
them for recognition. Empty tomb and the message of angels play a secondary role in fostering faith in them.
The experience of the Risen Jesus is primarily the encounter with him.
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Jubilee fills us with hope and hope does not disappoint us (Rom 5:5). We need to pray and ask God to
increase our Hope for we are “Pilgrims of Hope” Christian hope is anchored in Christ. The Christians believe
in the resurrection and promise of eternal life. While Hope is sustained by the Holy Spirit, It is adorned by
the qualities of Endurance and Patience.

It is the messianic Hope that sustained the Jewish people in times of defect and anguish trials and
tribulations. In the New Testament the focus is centred on Jesus Christ, the risen Lord (the Messiah), His
resurrection and the promise of eternal life hope. Christians live with joy because of the hope in the return
of Christ. God is faithful, reliable and loyal. He never cheats us.
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“Jubilee is the time to plant dreams, draw forth prophesies and visions allow hope to flourish, inspire trust,
bind up wounds, weave together relationship, awaken a dawn of Hope, learn from one another and create
a bright resourcefulness that will enlighten minds, warn hearts, give strength to our hands”. B
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Jubilee is the celebration of our pilgrimage towards God and his kingdom. To establish the kingdom of God,
and celebrating it the church has to become missionary through learning, praying and discerning. She needs
the assistance of the Holy Spirit in this regard. Listening attentively to God brings conversion of Heart.
Listening enriches our understanding of our fellow being and the world.
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Is there a bodily Resurrection? &
Christian reflections on their bodily resurrection may need more knowledge.
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Paul seems to believe in bodily resurrection. In his belief, Christ will change our lowly mortal body and
transfigure it on the pattern of his glorified body by the power to subject everything to himself (Phil 3:21). He
continues to write that the body is raised in splendor, it is raised in power, it is raised a spirit filled body (1
Cor. 15:42-43). Paul begins to absolutely feel Jesus’ presence alive in him because of the vision of the risen
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< Lord. His sufferings become a blessing for him. He feels that the suffering clothes him with new vigor of the

< risen Lord. He expresses things that transfer this world and talks of the things above. <
12 His paradoxical statement baffles everyone. He writes, ‘power is made perfect in weakness. So | will boast 12
<i;  all the more gladly of my weakness so that the power of Christ may dawn in me’ (2 Cor. 12:9-10). This is  ;
%+ the undeniable proof that our body will be raised as Jesus. This is based on the Sacred Scripture. b
}3 Cross and Resurrection }3
< “Cross is the grind stone where resurrection is sharpened and made manifest”. P
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The victory of the cross or its dignity and magnificence is Resurrection. The prize of the cross is resurrection. =
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:: Itis as if the story of the gospel is written to interpret the profound meaning of the cross and resurrection. In ::
w4 Jesus cross and resurrection, death and life, history and risen story flow perfectly well. B
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To be found by Jesus

Resurrection stories strongly tell us that his follower has to be found by Jesus. To be found by Jesus
demands a continuing attitude of obedient faith. It was the risen Jesus who found Mary Magdalene and
other disciples. It was he who called Mary by name. This moment has been registered as an astonishing
and ecstatic moment. Unless Jesus finds his follower, the follower will not be able to recognize and find him.
To be found by Jesus, we must accept God on his terms, not possess him selfishly but to announce him to
others. Let us become the proclaimers of Jesus’ Resurrection. g
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Happy Easter to all of you.
Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen
Bishop of Tuticorin
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3)  EVENTS:

26 Feb: The SC/St Commission convened a meeting to discuss about the welfare of the poor people in the
diocese. | was glad to be there. The discussion and the meeting went on well. Thanks to Mr. Eugene and
team.

28 Feb: | was with the students and staff of the Catechism, which was a great encouragement to the
students. | appreciated Rev. Fr. Nelson Paulraj and team.

Our Lady of Snows Mat. School, T. Kallikulam, celebrated its Annual Day and the programme on the stage
was very impressive. The entire gathering enjoyed the colourful display of their talents in two and a half
hours. Thanks to Rev. Fr. S. K. Mani and team for the wonderful performance.
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01 Mar: The Bishop with Curia members went to bless a new house built by the diocese, on its Centenary
Celebration in the parish of St. Antony, Tuticorin. It was a happy occasion. All were very enthusiastic during
the blessing. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Gracis Michael A. F. and team also Rev. Fr. Jesu Antony Amalraj R.

02 Mar: The people of Kooduthalai welcomed me with the parish priest and escorted me to the church. |
gave Confirmation to nearly 60 students. All were very happy and they listened to the Word of God with
much joy. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Benzigar Amal and the people.

03 Mar: Another house in Anthoniarpuram was blessed by the Bishop. The people were very happy. The
parish priest Rev. Fr. Stephen Mariadas had arranged everything wonderfully well. Thanks to Rev. Fr.
Gracis Michael A. F. and team also Rev. Fr. Stephen Mariadas A.

05 Mar: Ash Wednesday Mass was celebrated in the Cathedral. It was very meaningful and enriching.
People started their Lenten season seriously. Everything was well arranged. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Jeyakumar
F., Rev. Fr. Michael M., Deacon Esthack Prem Kumar and the people.

07 Mar: | was in Poondy preaching a Retreat to 120 people. The people enjoyed it.

07-09 Mar: The Lenten preaching was organised for the Diocese of Tuticorin by Rev. Fr. Gracis Michael A.
F. and team. The preacher was Rev. Fr. Chrisopher Raj. The people were very much impressed. It was
very meaningful. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Gracis Michael A.F. and team.

08 Mar: The Commission for Women invited me to join them on Women’s day. | animated the gathering for
an hour. It was really interesting. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Sahayaraj Valdharis and Mrs. Sasikala, Secretary to
the Commission for Women.

12 Mar: We had the Finance Committee Meeting. It was very interesting. All the members contributed to
the welfare of the diocese.

12 Mar (Eve): The College of Consultors met to discuss about the various activities undertaken by the
diocese. The meeting came to a pleasant end.

15 Mar: The Diocesan Pastoral Council was held in Good News Centre. Nearly 90 to 100 participants were
there. ‘The Church in the Modern World of Vatican II’ was discussed. The resource persons were Rev.
Fr. Arockiaraj D. and Rev. Fr. U. John Arumai Nathan OFM (Cap.). all were much enriched. The discussions
and sharing were much appreciated. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Benzigar Lution and Rev. Fr. Nelson Paulra,.

The Provicial of Mary Immaculate, Pondicherry visited me. It was very fruitful.

17 Mar: We blessed a Centenary Memorial House in Keelamudiman. It was really a joyful occasion. Thanks
to Rev. Fr. Gracis Michael A. F. and team also Rev. Fr. K. Rajan who arranged everything well.

18 Mar: Evening | said Mass for the repost of the soul of Sr. Josepha of St. Ann’s of Luzern.

19 Mar: At 6.00 am we celebrated Mass for St. Joseph’s Charity Home in Adaikalapuram. All the inmates
and other people were very happy.

At 6.00 pm we were at Jeanne-Jugan Home for the Aged. A grand solemn Mass in honour of St. Joseph
was celebrated. There were a large number of people. Everything went on well. Thanks to Sr. Superior,
Sisters and volunteers.

20 Mar: The Senate Meeting was held. A lot of points were discussed. We thanked Rev. Fr. Michael
Jegathese J. M. for his work. Everything went on well.
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4) BISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS - APRIL 2025:

06, Sun-11.30 am
5.00 pm

10, Thu - 6.00 pm

13, Sun - 6.00 am
5.00 pm

14, Mon - 6.00 pm

15, Tue - 10.00 am
5.30 pm

17-20, Thu-Sun
17, Thu - 6.00 pm
18, Fri - 5.00 pm
19, Sat - 11.30 pm
20, Sun - 5.30 pm
22-23, Tue-Wed
22, Tue - 5.30 pm

23, Wed - 5.30 am

: Parents Day Programme, LFS, Tuticorin
: Penitential procession from OLS Basilica and Mass at Cathedral

: Blessing of the new Altar - Singithurai

: Palm Sunday - Cathedral
: Ecumenical Palm Sunday Procession - Elangulam

: Flag Hoisting - Thirumoolanagar

: Priests’ Day - Recollection
: Chrism Mass

: Paschal Triduum - Cathedral

: Maundy Thursday

: Way of the Cross & Good Friday Liturgy

: Easter Vigll

: Confirmation - Thirumoolanagar

: Priests’ Reunion

: Blessing the Church of St. Joseph - Panagudi

: Blessing the Church of St. George - Thirumoolanagar
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5.30 pm : Blessing the Church of St. George at Puthutheru - Cathedral parish
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24, Thu - 10.00 am
5.30 pm

. Intersem Meeting, LFS - Tuticorin
: Priestly Ordination at St. Jude’s Shrine - Millerpuram
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25, Fri- 6.00 pm : Confirmation, St. Joseph’s Church - Pudukottai
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26, Sat - 10.00 am
5.00 pm

: Centenary Celebration of St. Sebastian Middle School - Vembar
: Golden Jubilee Celebrations of St. Ann’s Hospital - Puthiamputhur
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27, Sun-11.00 am
5.30 pm

: Feast Mass at Divine Mercy Retreat Centre - Mangalagiri
: Priestly Ordination - Cathedral

PO Y

29, Tue - 10.30 am
30, Wed - 6.00 pm

: Pastoral Commissions Secretaries Meeting of Two Zones - Bishop’s House
: Vespers - Panagudi
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01,Thu - 6.00 am : Feast of St. Joseph - Panagudi
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& 11.30 am  : Teachers’ Retirement Function at Pastoral Centre - Mannarpuram &
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5) OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION :

Dear Rev. Fathers,

.
o [

March 10, 2025

,.45.4,
I

I hereby inform you that I, after consulting with the College of Consultors, have incardinated Rev. Fr.
Joseph Kalaiselvan, as per Can.267, who has been serving in our diocese for the past 11 years. He was
a priest of the Diocese of Bhagalpur, Bihar. His Bishop, Most Rev. Kurien Valiakandathil, has given the letter

of excardination on 24.03.2021.
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Hence Rev. Fr. Joseph Kalaiselvan, hereafter will be the priest of our diocese. The provisions of law
concerning the worthy support of the cleric will be observed (Can. 269).

Let us all welcome him warmly to serve in our diocese.

Rev. Fr. Antony Jegathesan L.
The Chancellor

6) HAPPY BIRTHDAY:
Many more returns of the day!

Fr.Xavier Arulraj
Fr.Joseph Kalaiselvan
Fr.Rex A. J.

Fr.Francis Christuraja
Fr.Michael Jegathese J. M.
Fr.Pratheesh A. Kattar
Fr.Victor Devaraj

Fr.H. Kingslin

Fr.John Selvam S.
Fr.George Aliban
Fr.Martin Kumar E.
Fr.lrudayasamy M.
Fr.Bruno Moduthagam
Fr.Vimalajan Olifer D’Silva
Fr.Xavier C.

Fr.Nelson A. M.
Fr.Meris Leo S.
Fr.Soosaimani D.
Fr.Antony Dhinesh P.
Fr.Pancras Fernando
Fr.Arul Sahayam J.

D AT AZE AT, IS, B8 LAvE BAve Lavs SAvS, BAE SAvE MArE BAvE D B DS DAvS) BAvS DS, DS, BAv DR, vd DAvE L v BArE) DS, BAvS, LAvS, DAvS DA P DivE DAz BAvE) BAve, BAve, BAve BAvs DS D D8, MAZS BArS, BAzE, LAz, BAve, BAvs LAvS DvE Dz BAZS DAv4
FRICF RO RO RO ROF RICF RO IO SO RICH RO RICF RSP ROF RICF RICF RO RO RICF RICH RIOF RO REF RICF RIC RICH RICF RIOF RIOF RICF RO RO RO R R X RO O RO RO RICF IO RIOF RICP RICP RICP R R R R PR ) ‘N ‘w ]

+ Most Rev. A. Stephen D.D., S.T.D,,
Bishop of Tuticorin.
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- 02.04.1959
- 07.04.1975
- 10.04.1963
- 10.04.1985
- 11.04.1967
-11.04.1982
- 13.04.1943
- 13.04.1987
- 14.04.1968
- 14.04.1979
- 14.04.1980
- 15.04.1969
- 18.04.1964
- 19.04.1983
- 20.04.1944
- 20.04.1973
- 24.04.1979
- 24.04.1986
- 26.04.1988
- 27.04.1933
- 30.04.1977
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7) ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY:
Prayerful wishes dear Father

Rev. Fr. Pancras Fernando - 05.04.1961
Rev. Fr. Antony Duckles - 05.04.2005
Rev. Fr. Motcha Antony Jeyakar - 05.04.2005
Rev. Fr. Antony Rubert S. - 05.04.2005
Rev. Fr. Wilson - 05.04.2005
Rev. Fr. Sagaya Loudrin - 05.04.2005
Rev. Fr. Selva Rayer K. - 05.04.2005
Rev. Fr. Dixon - 05.04.2005
Rev. Fr. Xavier C. - 08.04.1973
Rev. Fr. Vinith Raja - 08.04.2018
Rev. Fr. Shibaker A. - 08.04.2018
Rev. Fr. Britto Selvaraj JH - 09.04.2024
Rev. Fr. G. Joseph Andrew JH - 09.04.2024
Rev. Fr. Michael Antony JH - 09.04.2024
Rev. Fr. |. Santiago OFM (Cap.) - 10.04.2010
Rev. Fr. Amaladas S. -12.04.1973
Rev. Fr. Xavier George G. - 12.04.1973
Rev. Fr. Antonydoss R. - 14.04.1982
Rev. Fr. John Paul Lobo - 14.04.1982
Rev. Fr. Irudayaraj M. - 14.04.1991
Rev. Fr. Michael M. - 14.04.2024
Rev. Fr. Antony Jesuraj A. -14.04.2024
Rev. Fr. Praveen Raj K. J. - 14.04.2024
Rev. Fr. Frank Mario L. - 14.04.2024
Rev. Fr. Amal Gonsalvez - 15.04.2007
Rev. Fr. JustinS. - 15.04.2007
Rev. Fr. Heniston W. - 15.04.2007
Rev. Fr. Silvester Fernando M. - 15.04.2007
Rev. Fr. Jesudas Fernando A. - 15.04.2007
Rev. Fr. Pratheep R. - 15.04.2007
Rev. Fr. Stanis Joseph Michael - 15.04.2007
Rev. Fr. Peter Pastian - 15.04.2010
Rev. Fr. Robin S. Stanly - 15.04.2010
Rev. Fr. Maria Xavier Raja S. - 15.04.2018
Rev. Fr. Sahaya Joseph - 16.04.1982
Rev. Fr. Irudaya Raja M. - 16.04.1982
Rev. Fr. Anthony Chandra Vivek J. - 16.04.2023
Rev. Fr. Packia Paul M. - 16.04.2023
Rev. Fr. Pancras M. Raja -17.04.1968
Rev. Fr. Amaladas U. -17.04.1977
Rev. Fr. Victor T. -17.04.1975
Rev. Fr. Benzigar Lution P. - 17.04.2007
Rev. Fr. Johnson Raj J. - 18.04.2001
Rev. Fr. Nelson A. M. - 18.04.2002
Rev. Fr. Amalan T. - 18.04.2010
Rev. Fr. Jesu Antony Amalraj R. - 18.04.2010
Rev. Fr. Kulanthai Rajan - 18.04.2010
Rev. Fr. Kilaiton - 18.04.2010
Rev. Fr. Sahayaraj Valdharis D. - 18.04.2010
Rev. Fr. George Aliban - 19.04.2007
Rev. Fr. Maria Antony Thathew Rajan - 20.04.1997
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Rev. Fr. Denzil Raja -21.04.1991
Rev. Fr. John Britto -21.04.1991
Rev. Fr. William Santhanam -21.04.1991
Rev. Fr. Arockiadoss V. -21.04.2004
Rev. Fr. Clarence Dinesh - 21.04.2004
Rev. Fr. Raja Rodrigo L. - 21.04.2004
Rev. Fr. Meris Leo S. - 21.04.2006
Rev. Fr. Saleth Jerald T. - 21.04.2006
Rev. Fr. Xavier George A. - 21.04.2006
Rev. Fr. Mariadas Lipton J. - 22.04.1987
Rev. Fr. Andrew De Rose - 22.04.1987
Rev. Fr. Antony Micheal Vincent S. - 22.04.2007
Rev. Fr. Selva Rathinam D. - 22.04.2010
Rev. Fr. Stan K. Fernando - 23.04.1978
Rev. Fr. Joseph Stalin - 23.04.2003
Rev. Fr. Pratheesh A. Kattar - 23.04.2010
Rev. Fr. Alphonse D.S. - 24.04.1977
Rev. Fr. Rex Lumine M. - 24.04.1987
Rev. Fr. Starwin T. - 24.04.1995
Rev. Fr. John Selvam S. - 24.04.1995
Rev. Fr. Arul Sahayam J. - 24.04.2004
Rev. Fr. X. Selvakumar HGN - 24.04.2010
Rev. Fr. H. Kingslin - 24.04.2022
Rev. Fr. Rabistan - 24.04.2022
Rev. Fr. P. Balan - 24.04.2022
Rev. Fr. A. Jothimani - 24.04.2022
Rev. Fr. Joseph S. Leon - 25.04.1979
Rev. Fr. Victor Lobo F. - 25.04.1999
Rev. Fr. M. Joseph HGN - 25.04.2015
Rev. Fr. Arockiaraj D. - 27.04.2009
Rev. Fr. Mani S. K. - 27.04.2009
Rev. Fr. Antony Jebastin Ruban - 27.04.2017
Rev. Fr. Antony Jegathesan L. - 28.04.1985
Rev. Fr. Joseph Christian A. - 28.04.1985
Rev. Fr. Segaran G. - 28.04.1985
Rev. Fr. Soosaimani D. - 28.04.2016
Rev. Fr. Antony Paul Prabu R. - 28.04.2019
Rev. Fr. Maria Panimayam - 28.04.2019
Rev. Fr. William S. P. - 28.04.2019
Rev. Fr. Thomas M. - 29.04.1990
Rev. Fr. Jerald S. Ravi - 29.04.1990
Rev. Fr. Benjamin S. Vinoba - 29.04.1990
Rev. Fr. Nelson Paulraj P. - 29.04.1990
Rev. Fr. Jackson M. Arul - 29.04.1998
Rev. Fr. Michael Mahizhan - 29.04.1998
Rev. Fr. Antony Michael Lawrence M. - 29.04.2009
Rev. Fr. Arul Dhanaseelan - 30.04.2000
Rev. Fr. Bright Machado - 30.04.2000
Rev. Fr. S. Ravindran Fernando - 30.04.2000
Rev. Fr. Antro Revin S. - 30.04.2023
Rev. Fr. Maria Suvin M. - 30.04.2023
Rev. Fr. Simon Aldus J. - 30.04.2023
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{\7 8) THE PRAYERFUL WISHES TO THE JUBILARIANS : {v
b o _ < G pex
B Golden Jubilarian : Rev.Fr. T. Victor. B
Ty . 5 Iyd
<z . . . . Sl %
B Silver Jubilarians : Rev. Fr.Bright Machado, Rev. Fr. Arul N B
< Dhanaseelan, Rev.Fr. Rajesh D., Rev. Fr. S. Ravindran Fernando [/~ <
P4 g;\z
& Dear Golden and Silver Jubilarians, &5
b A4 b A4
B Al pa
«x . . £
P Hearty congratulations and warm wishes to you on the P
& occasion of the Golden and Silver Jubilee of your Sacerdotal &5
% o . . s
& Ordination! We acknowledge your service for the Diocese and your &
B companionship with us for these 50 & 25 years. It is certain that you B
< had both good times and difficult times in your priestly life. But God <
Ly Ly
B has always been with you in your journey. We assure that we are B
Iy - . . Iy
& all with you by our prayers and sentiments of sacerdotal fraternity. &
B May God bless you all with good health and fruitful ministry! i
.,
5 =K, - Presbyterium,Tuticorin Diocese DR
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¥
B B
B Fr.Justus Pereira Fr.A. Maria Gnanam  Fr. Yogaraj J. T. Fr.Gabriel Devotta B
¥ (03.04.1929) (04.04.1986) (04.04.2024) (06.04.1963)
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{v Fr.Ephrem Fr.Rajareegam A. Fr.Leo Jeyaseelan Fr. Joseph Mascarenas {v
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v}‘g To the Family Members of Mr. Cyril Bosco, Director, PWPN Tuticorin: v}‘g
Iy Iy
o . . . . 5
Jg With profound grief and sadness, we announce the passing away of Mr. Cyril Bosco Jg
Ly . . B
5 (72) the Director of Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (PWPN), Tuticorin, on %
<% . . b
P 11.03.2025. The funeral rites were held on 12.03.2025, Wednesday at 3.00 pm in St. 2
Tyd , . . . Tyd
H Jude’s Shrine, Tuticorin. 55
«n ) i i *x
Pl H.E. The Bishop and the clergy of Tuticorin express heartfelt condolences to the 3
Tvd . . Ty
5 bereaved family members. May God grant the departed soul eternal bliss. RIP. 5
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Pad 11.1. NO RECOLLECTION FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 2025. Pod
< <
B B
11.2. PRIESTS’ DAY PROGRAMME - BISHOP’S HOUSE - 15.04.2025, TUESDAY :
& 10.00 a.m. - Adoration - Rev. Fr. Maria Antony, Diocese of Sivagangai &
5 11.00 a.m. - Coffee Break 5
5 . . . . €5
ie; 11.15a.m. - Conference - Rev. Fr. Maria Antony, Diocese of Sivagangai ieg
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12.30 p.m. - Lunch &
03.00 p.m. - Preparation and Confessions e
04.00 p.m. - Tea Break B
05.45 p.m. - Procession & Chrism Mass ’
07.45 p.m. - Festive Meal

11.3. PRIESTS’ REUNION PROGRAMME - GOOD NEWS CENTRE - 22, 23.04.2025:

22.04.2025 (Tuesday)

Programme Coordinator - Very Fr. Martin Manuel, VF, Vadakkankulam

10.00 - 10.15a.m.  : Prayer - Fr. P. Balan

10.15-11.00 a.m.  : Presenting Notes on Land Policy - Fr. Benjamin De Souza

11.00 a.m. : Coffee Break

11.15-12.00 pm : Discussions on Land Policy

12.00 - 12.30 p.m.  : The Report by Pastoral Commissions - Fr. Benzigar Lution, Fr. Nelson Paulraj
12.30 - 1.00 p.m. : Discussions

1.00 p.m. : Lunch
3.00 - 4.00 p.m. : Election to the Priests Senate - The Diocesan Curia
4.00 p.m. : Tea Break

23.04.2025 (Wednesday)

Programme Coordinator - Very Fr. John Benson, VF, Tuticorin

09.00 a.m. : Prayer - Fr. Gracis Michael A. F.

9.15a.m. : Financial Report - Fr. Pratheep R., The Financial Administrator of the Diocese
10.15 a.m. : Coffee Break

10.30 a.m. : Address by His Excellency The Bishop Dr. A. Stephen

11.30 a.m. : Felicitation of Jubilarians and Holy Mass

1.00 p.m. :Lunch
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11.4. BIFURCATION PROCESS :

AN AN AN AN AN

Dear Reverend Fathers,
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Ref: Distribution of Priests

aea
432

.
IS

I am much delighted to inform you that the preparation of the Dossier for the bifurcation process has
reached its final stage. | express my sense of gratitude to all the clergy who have flaunted their kind nod
of cooperation towards the formation of the New Diocese.

PO Y

This letter serves to address the request regarding the Letter of Promise. The Letter of Promise meets the
requirement of CCBI guidelines. All the clergy of the diocese of Tuticorin are requested to precisely select
the diocese where they are going to serve after the declaration of the new diocese.

AGAS

A A A A N ¥

.éa.é\n.éa
‘»A">A" 4

Ap g AR ~Ah p R AR <k ik
QAGAGAGAGAGA GGG

A copy of the Letter of Promise will be distributed during the Priests’ Day and the Priests’ Reunion. You
are expected to return the Letter of Promise by the end of April 2025.
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11.5. RECORDS TO BE KEPT IN THE PARISH:

REGISTERS / RECORDS

Register of Baptism

Register of First Holy Communion

Register of Confirmation

Register of Marriage

Register of Death/Burial

Minutes Book of Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)
Minutes Book of Parish Finance Council (PFC)
Parish Diary

File / Note Book for Sunday Announcement

. File / Note Book about the brief History of the Parish Population
. File about the Liturgical Tariff

. File with Relevant Documents

. File of Parish Seniority Lists of Registered Teachers
. File for Marriage Nullity Cases

. Inter Nos

. File for Bishop’s Circulars

. Diocesan Administrative Letters

. Annual Statistics

. Parish Priest Installation copies

. Information File Concerning Family Cards

ADMINISTRATION OF TEMPORAL GOODS
File of Monthly Account Statements

Cash Book

Ledger Book

Receipt Vouchers

Payment VVouchers and Bills

Denomination Sheet/ Note for Cash in Hand
Loans and Advances Details

Bank Pass Books updated till 31% March 2025
Bank Cheque Book

Fixed Deposit Receipts

Jewels Record Note

Fixed Assets Register / Inventory Files

Land Documents Note Book

Land Documents Files

Rental Agreements File

Rental Advances / Deposits Details File

Tax Details File

FILES OF THE PASTORAL COMMISSIONS
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{f 11.6. THE LIST OF SHRINES IN OUR DIOCESE :
P 1. Our Lady of Snows Shrine Basilica, Thoothukudi
P 2. St. Antony’s Shrine, Uvari
3. Sacred Heart Shrine, Alanthalai
4. Holy Cross Shrine, Manapad
5. St. Lucia Shrine, Anaikarai
6. Our Lady of Snows’ Shrine, T. Kallikulam
7. St. James’ Shrine, Srivaikundam
8. Manal Matha Shrine, Sokkankudiyiruppu
9. Paraloga Matha Shrine, Vadakangulam
10. Our Lady of Fatima Shrine, Vallioor
11. St. Antony's Shrine, Thoothukudi
12. St. Jude’s Shrine, Thoothukudi
13. Viagula Annai Shrine, Malayankulam
14. St. Antony’s Shrine, Kottur M.
15. Thirukalyana Matha Shrine, Pothakalanvilai
iy 16. Annai Vailankanni Shrine, Kavalkinaru
55 17. Holy Redeemer’s Shrine, Thisayanvilai
}7 18. Amali Annai Shrine, Amalinagar
P 19. St. Quiteria’s Shrine, Kuthenkuly
Rev. Fr. Antony Jegathesan L.
Mob: 73054-16474(0) 0461-2323345; 99448-09995 (P) Chancellor
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12) FROM THE OFFICE OF THE FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR:
April 2025

AN AN AN BN AN SN

Dear Rev. Fathers,
Gentle Reminder
% The Collection for the Holy Land will be made on the Maundy Thursday, 17" of April 2025. Kindly
remit the amount to the Financial Administrator’s office by April 2025.
< The Collection made for Hunger and Disease on the Good Friday, 18" of April 2025. Kindly remit
the amount to the TMSSS - Thoothukudi Zone and VMSSS - South Zone respectively as early as
possible.
% We have completed the Financial Year 2024-2025. We need to submit all the accounts to the
Auditor’s office for Auditing. You are expected to submit the Statement of Accounts and
Parish Bank Account Statements for the Financial Year 2024-2025 before 15" of April 2025.
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Financial Administrator Office’ Holidays for the month of April
April 17 - Maundy Thursday

April 18 - Good Friday

April 19 - Holy Saturday

Reminder for the Priests who are about to be Transferred

« Dear Fathers, Thank you for all good services that you have render to the People of God in the
parish. | would like to remind you to update the Inventory and Books of Account. The dates for the
auditing will be intimated to you. Kindly prepare yourselves in advance for the Auditing.

Parish Contributions
Holy Ghost Church, Vembar for March 2025 693
Infant Jesus Shrine, Caldwell Colony, Tuticorin for February 2025 1,000
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Sathankulam for February 2025 3,000
St. Benedict's Church, Pathinathapuram for January 2025 1,000
St. Antony's Church, Azhagappapuram for February 2025 15,000
St. Thomas Church, Virapandianpattanam for February 2025 5,000
Total 25,693

Shrine Contributions:
Annai Velankanni Shrine, Kavalkinaru for February 2025 30,000
Holy Family Church, Vadakkankulam for January & February 2025 40,000
Holy Redeemer's Shrine Thisayanvilai for February 2025 10,000

Our Lady of Snows Baslica, Tuticorin for February 2025 30,000
Our Lady of Snows Shrine, T. Kallikulam for February 2025 10,000
Sacred Heart of Jesus Shrine, Alanthalai for September & October 2024 20000
St. Antony's Shrine, Uvari for February 2025 30,000
St. Antony's Shrine, Tuticorin for February 2025 15,000
Thiru Kalyana Matha Shrine, Pothakalanvilai for February 2025 15,000
Total 2,00,000

Rev. Fr. Pratheep R.
Mob: 96292-04400(0) 0461-2301302; 91505-20440 (P) Financial Administrator
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13) NEWS FROM DIOCESAN COMMISSIONS / INSTITUTIONS:
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Rev. Fr. T. Victor

Sitver Jubilarians :

Rev. Fr. Bright Machado Rev. Fr. Arul Dhanaseelan

Rev. Fr. Rajesh D. Rev. Fr. S. Ravindran Fernando




Welcome to the Presbyterium of Tuticorin Diocese

O] [ (IVIROTTT¥: 3 ) 1 3
Antony Arun Titus A. Esthack Prem Kumar J.
Priestly Ordination : 27.04.2025, Priestly Ordination : 04.05.2025,
Sacred Hearts Cathedral, Tuticorin Pastoral centre, Mannar Puram
Thanksgiving Mass : 28.04.2025, Thanksgiving Mass : 05.05.2025,
St. Xavier’s Church, T. Saveriarpuram. St.Esthack Church, Mittatharkulam.

2 10 OFmBLIgGUI, Qenpallplud BenpGaumnns,
Grendin A. Jerald R.
Priestly Ordination : 27.04.2025, Priestly Ordination : 27.04.2025,
Sacred Hearts Cathedral, Tuticorin Sacred Hearts Cathedral, Tuticorin

Thanksgiving Mass: 29.04.2025, Thanksgiving Mass: 28.04.2025,
St. James Church - Manapad. St. Thomas Church, Virapandianpatnam.

Edited & Published by: Rev. Fr. ANTONY JEGATHESAN L.
CHANCELLOR, BISHOP’S HOUSE, TUTICORIN-1 Website : www.tuticorindiocese.org
Printed at INIGO PRESS, INNACIARPURAM TUTICORIN -2 PH:2361827/28



