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Ordination of 3 Diocesan Priests at O. L. of Fatima Shrine, Vallioor (30.04.2023)
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Flag Hoisting at Our Lady of Fatima Shrine at Vallioor (04.05.2023)




Inter Nos

June - 2023

I. PAPAL INTENTION FOR JUNE 2023:

For the Abolition of Torture : We pray that the international community may commit in a
concrete way to ensuring the abolition of torture and guarantee support to victims and their
families.

II. OUR BISHOP SPEAKS:
Moment of Gratitude
Dear Fathers, Brothers & Sisters,

The diocese of Tuticorin is exuberant with joy and gratitude to God for the
marvels He has worked for it. The diocese celebrates the Centenary of its
birth on 10" and 11™ of June 2023.

I do not want to highlight the history of the diocese as its Centenary books
shall carry its details. Here | would express my deep sentiments of gratitude g
to all the illustrious persons who had been instrumental in shaping the growth

of it. I do not forget the selfless services rendered by priests, religious and
laity to add sanctity and beauty to it.

The people of Tuticorin diocese is ever thankful to the Church and the Pope who gave birth to it.
They ardently show their gratitude to the first indigenous Bishop Most Rev. Tiburtius Roche. He
laboured untiringly to give identity to the diocese. The diocese gratifyingly think of the
tremendous contribution of the succeeding bishops Most Rev. bishops Thomas Fernando, Ambrose
Madalaimuthu, S. T. Amalanather, Peter Fernando and Yvon Ambroise.

The diocese heartily thank the priests of the diocese, Rev. Sisters , Rev. Brothers, Rev. Fathers of
the Congregations who gave their heart and soul for the growth of its faith, education and other
fields. The list may prolong endlessly but the diocese very heartily and affectionately remembers
all the Secretaries of the different Commissions, such as Youth, Marriage Preparation, Family and
other Commissions. It graciously thinks of the Christian communities, parish councils, governing
bodies, financial committees and general councils who keep the parishes alive and dynamic.




It is a unique occasion to pay tribute to all who have helped to preserve the unity of the families,
gave generously for the education of the poor; the diocese keeps dear to its heart all who engage
themselves in imparting the knowledge of God through Bible, Catechism, VBS, Children’s
parliament etc.

The diocese cannot exhaust its gratitude unless it thinks of the mighty contribution it has made
through media, the charismatic groups who easily assemble the people for God-experience and
prayer, the philanthropists who help to construct beautiful churches, schools, grottos etc. and many
other people who lived their lives showing witness to truth, sanctity, integrity and compassion, and
sowing seeds of the Gospel, unity, peace and love.

While the diocese takes pride in its people, in its surrounding and environment, it thanks God for
its natural resources and the beautiful scenario.

The entire people, priests and clergy of the diocese entrust themselves to the care of the beloved
Lord, Jesus Christ, whose love and guidance they cherish lifelong. They keep the blessed Mother
Mary in their heart and trust in her powerful intercession. May the patrons of our diocese St.
Francis Xavier and St. Theresa of Child Jesus continue to sustain children in their Christian life
following values of Gospel bequeathed to us by Christ our Lord.

Events

27 April 2023: At Eral St. Joseph’s parish I was invited to bless the altar of the church and say
Mass. It was a glorious event for the people. Everything went on well. | appreciate Rev. Fr.
Ravindran and the parishioners for their wonderful work.

28-29 April 2023 : 1 went to Chennai to celebrate Mass for the Sisters who gave their final vows.

30 April 2023 (Morning) : The parish of Cruzpuram organized First Holy Communion
celebration in the morning Mass. The event went on well and many people participated in the Mass
and prayer for the First Communicants. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Visenthi Sahaya Uberttus and Rev. Fr.
Sudarson.

(Evening) : We had an ordination ceremony for three priests at Vallioor. It was solemn and
meaningful. Many people came to pray for the new priests. All the people were happy to witness
the event. | appreciate the organizers.

01 May 2023 (Morning) : The Eruvadi people celebrated their feast with much joy and
enthusiasm. The entire community was present there for the Mass to pray for their children and
families. | congratulate Rev. Fr. Gracius and the village people to have made the celebration a
memorable one.




(Evening) : Deacon Packiaraj of Betharram Congregation was ordained in his native village
Kusavankulam, Nanguneri. The entire village and the people thanked the Lord for the new priest.

02 May 2023 : | celebrated Mass at Uvari. The pilgrims came in large number to thank the Lord
and St. Antony. Thanks to Frs. Dominic Arul Valan, Demel and the people.

On this day the Sisters of the Congregation of Sacred Heart of Jesus Tuticorin assembled together
to elect their new Superior and members. It was kept in an atmosphere of prayer and serenity. The
entire process went on well. | thank the outgoing Superior Sr. Mary and her team and Rev. Fr.
Arumainathan OFM (Cap.) who did a wonderful job.

03 May 2023 : | ordained Dn. Johnson at Sooranam. It rained heavily but the people thanked the
Lord for everything.

04 May 2023 : | blessed a marriage in the forenoon. In the evening | was in Vallioor to hoist the
flag for the feast of its patron, Our Lady of Fatima. The entire village celebrated the function with
joy, and the celebration of the Mass was very meaningful. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Jesu Durai Johnson,
Rev. Fr. Bosco SDC, Bro. Sathish Op. Miss. and the parishioners.

04 May 2023 (Evening) : The funeral Mass of Msgr. Joseph Xavier took place at 4.00 pm at
Kavalkinaru. The bishop together with the priests, sisters and the people prayed for him. May his
zealous soul rest in peace.

05 May 2023 : In the Shrine of The Sacred Heart of Jesus, Alanthalai | celebrated Mass. The
pilgrims came to offer their families to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. | thank Rev. Fr. Jeyakumar,
Rev. Fr. Balanprashath and the entire people of Alanthalai.

In the evening I was in Dindigul for the prayer convention.

06 May 2023 : The Tuticorin Zone celebrated its Teachers’ day in a meaningful way. The entire
celebration was colourful. The students were encouraged to specialize in various fields. The
winners and others were awarded prizes. | thank Rev. Fr. Bensicar, the Superintendent of RC
Schools and his team in a special way.

06 & 07 May 2023 : Both the days were allotted to the parish of State Bank Colony. | had a
pastoral visit. It was well arranged. | met all the sections of people. They were very happy to
welcome their pastor. | thank Rev. Fr. Jerosin A. Kattar and the parishioners heartily. The visit
was meaningful and enriching.

07 May 2023 (Evening) : | blessed the altar at Sayalkudi.

09 May 2023 : We had the meeting of the Diocesan Pastoral Council. It was intended to give
suggestions to the Historical events of the diocese.




10 May 2023 : | met the Major Seminarians at Manapad. It was very enriching. The seminarians
spent a pleasant evening. | celebrated the Mass at the Shrine of the Holy Cross, Manapad. | thank
Rev. Fr. Maria John Costa, Rev. Fr. Lerin De Rose for their nice arrangement.

11 May 2023 : | thank Rev. Fr. James Victor and his team for their wonderful preparation for the
Centenary Celebrations. On this day we discussed about various plans for the celebration.

12 & 13 May 2023 : | was in Thachambadi (Vellore Diocese) for an ordination and for its feast
celebration.

14 May 2023 : The parish priest and people of Chidambarapuram invited me to celebrate Mass for
their feast. |1 gave Confirmation to the students there. Everything went on well. | thank Rev. Fr.
Irudayasamy, Bro. Nicewin and the people for the wonderful arrangement.

14 May 2023 (Evening) : In the evening Karaichuthuputhur (Uvari parish) people invited me to
bless the newly built grotto and celebrate Mass for them. The event was very meaningful. | thank
Rev. Fr. Dominic Arul Valan, Rev. Fr. Demel and the people.

15 May 2023 : Thattarmadam parish keeps its thoughts alive as it remembers St. Devasahayam,
who, it seems, spent a day in this particular place. This has become a pilgrim centre. Many people
came to venerate the saint and thank the Lord. I congratulate Rev. Fr. Kalaiselvan and the people
for their dedicated work.

16 May 2023 : | was in Lionstown to felicitate the students who exhibited their talents in different

fields, in view of the Centenary Celebrations. | thank V. Rev. Fr. John Benson and team for their
good work.

17 May 2023 : We spent a day in selecting new students for priesthood at LFS. It was tiring but a
time very worth spending. Thanks to Fr. Maria John Costa and team.

19 May 2023 : We had the Diocesan Pastoral Council to discuss on various topics in order to
prepare a Handbook for the diocese. All cooperated well. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Starwin and Fr. James
Victor.

19 May 2023 (Evening) : | went to Kannankulam (Kootapuli parish) to participate in the joy of
the people. The Kannankulam people hoisted the flag for their feast. | blessed the Grotto of Our
Lady of Ransom and a community hall there. The people enjoyed the entire celebration. | thank
Rev. Fr. Albin Leon, Fr. P. Balan and the people of Kannankulam.

20 May 2023 : A well planned convention of the Basic Christian Communities was held in
Mannarpuram. Nearly 1000 people from South Zone participated in it. People profited greatly
from the talks. Archbishop Antony Pappusamy presided over the meeting. I thank Fr. Maria Arasu
and team.




20 May 2023 (Evening) : In the evening | was in Mel Manakudi to conduct the Vespers.

21 May 2023 : In the morning | had Confirmation and Mass at Kuthenkuzhy. Nearly 500 students
received Confirmation. Indeed it was a great function. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Infant, Rev. Fr. William
S. P., Bro. Jesu Rathinam Op. Miss. and the entire team.

21 May 2023 (Evening) : In the evening | was in Jesurajapuram. | had a loving welcome by the
people. | had the joy of confirming 13 students and gave First Holy Communion. The people were
very happy. Thanks to Fr. Santheestan and team.

22 May 2023 : Again | celebrated the Mass, for the feast of Kitheriammal at Kuthenkuzhy. Many
people were present for the Mass. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Infant and Rev. Fr. William S. P. and Bro.
Jesu Rathinam Op. Miss.

At 10 am | blessed a marriage at my hometown.

23 & 24 May 2023 : | conducted Vespers in the evening (23.05.2023) at Kavalkinaru and
celebrated Mass early morning (24.05.2023) for the feast. | confirmed nearly forty students. The
entire function was very meaningful. The parishioners manifested their deep faith in the Lord.
Thanks to Rev. Fr. Arockiaraj, Fr. Esther Vinoth, Bro. Grendin and people.

24 May 2023 : At 10.30 am | celebrated Mass at Elangulam. | was asked to bless the grotto and
Community Hall. People were happy to have seen their pastor. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Francis
Christuraja.

25 May 2023 : | was in Pazhakayal to bless the grotto and the buildings and around 11.30 I was in
Jesu Koil to lay foundation for a Hall for the pilgrims. It was wonderful. Thanks to Rev. Fr.
Viniston and team.

Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen
Bishop of Tuticorin

III. BISHOP’S PROGRAMME FOR JUNE 2023 :

Date Day Time Programme Place

01.06.2023 Thursday | 6.30 pm Flag hoisting at St. Antony’s | Tharuvaikulam
Church

04.06.2023 Sun 5.30 pm Presbytery Blessing Vellapatti

07.06.2023 Wed PRIVATE DAY

10-11.06.2023 | Sat-Sun Centenary Celebration

12.06.2023 Mon 6.00 pm Corpus Christi Procession Cathedral

13.06.2023 Tue 5.00 am Feast Mass Azhagappapuram

14.06.2023 Wed 7.00 pm Feast Mass Panjampatti,




Dindigul
Cathedral
Cathedral
Kottar
Ramnagar

15.06.2023 Thu
16.06.2023 Fri
17.06.2023 Sat

6.00 pm
5.00 am
11.00 am
5.30 pm

Vespers
Feast Mass
Jubilee Mass
Feast Mass
PRIVATE DAY
Pastoral Visit
Governing Body Meeting
PRIVATE DAY
| Blessing of the Renovated Shrine | Alanthalai

21.06.2023
24-25.06.2023
27.06.2023 Tue
28.06.2023 Wed
30.06.2023 Fri

Wed
Sat-Sun

Poochikadu
TMSSS

10.00 am

10.30 am

~

On 12.06.2023, our diocese is celebrating the 100™ anniversary of
6. 4 ’ its erection as a diocese (12 June 1923).
RN - Let us remember with gratefulness Most Rev. Dr. Thiburtius

WMF@”? Roche, the first Bishop and all the former Bishops, Priests,
- ﬂé\yg

Religious and lay people, who have dedicatd
themselves for the development of the diocese. _\\“ .

On this happy occasion while wishing Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen, the present ;..--.

Bishop, the Clergy, Religious and all the Faithful of the Diocese, let us thank = ©

Qe Lord for His constant benevolence and providence and pray to Him for his unendiny

KV. CENTENARY OF THE DIOCESE:

protection and abundant blessings for the diocese.

V. AD MULTOS ANNOS!

On the day of your Ordination Anniversary

. Sathia Nesan M.

. Jebanathan M.

. Antony Jebastin A.

. George Antonyraj G.
. Joynes J.
. Sudarson L.

. Michael Jesus Rino J.
. Starlin Shrakasus L.

- 04.06.1980
- 19.06.1977
- 21.06.2020
- 21.06.2020
- 21.06.2020
- 21.06.2020
- 28.06.2020
- 28.06.2020




VI. HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Best wishes to you on your Birthday

Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen - 22.06.1952
Rev. Fr. Anto Justin - 01.06.1988
Rev. Fr. Antony Titus Roshan R. - 03.06.1977
Msgr. Siluvai Ignaci - 05.06.1947
Rev. Fr. Joseph Ravi Balan R. - 05.06.1961
Rev. Fr. I. John Arumainathan OFM (Cap.) - 06.06.1968
Rev. Fr. Ambrose Petroni - 06.06.1984
Rev. Fr. Amaladas Ignatius - 10.06.1940
Rev. Fr. Sahayam S. M. - 10.06.1968
Rev. Fr. Vasanthan F. -12.06.1981
Rev. Fr. Stephen Mariadas A. - 13.06.1982
Rev. Fr. Mariadas Lipton J. - 15.06.1960
Rev. Fr. John Britto - 16.06.1965
Rev. Fr. Santhiyago R. - 16.06.1985
Rev. Fr. Rex Lumine M. -19.06.1961
Rev. Fr. Bright Machado - 19.06.1970
Rev. Fr. Amalraj R. -19.06.1972
Rev. Fr. Irudayaraj M. - 21.06.1963
Rev. Fr. Nelson Paulraj P. - 21.06.1964
Rev. Fr. Ranjith Kumar Cardoza - 25.06.1975
Rev. Fr. John Paul Lobo - 26.06.1956
Rev. Fr. Antony Paul Prabu R. - 27.06.1988
Rev. Fr. Albert Stephen Thilaha Raja S. - 27.06.1990
Rev. Fr. James Selvaraj - 29.06.1959
Rev. Fr. Raja Rodrigo L. - 29.06.1972
Rev. Fr. Kishok - 29.06.1977

VII. NECROLOGY

Rev. Fr. Sengole S. Mani - 01.06.1996
Rev. Fr. Charles Anthony - 01.06.2020
Rev. Fr. Xavier S. Marian - 09.06.2021
Rev. Fr. A. Augustine Fernando -11.06.1991
Rev. Fr. Peter M. - 15.06.2014




Rev. Fr. Antony Robert - 19.06.1998
Rev. Fr. J.S. Lourdes - 27.06.1962
Rev. Fr. Lorenzo Fernando - 27.06.2017
Rev. Fr. Singarayar Fernando - 29.06.1967

VIII. CONDOLENCES:

1. Msgr. Joseph Xavier:
We are very sad to inform you of the demise of Msgr. Joseph Xavier aged 89 years on
04.05.2023, Thursday. His mortal remains were kept for homage at Bishop’s chapel till 1.00 pm on
04.05.2023. His Funeral Mass was held at 4.00 pm the same day at Kavalkinaru.

Inter Nos offers its condolences in a special way to the members of the bereaved family. Let us
offer three Masses for the repose of the departed soul. May the soul of the zealous priest rest in
peace!!

2. To Rev. Fr. Reyosil Peppy:
Mrs. G. Vimala Mary (age 71), beloved mother of Rev. Fr. Reyosil Peppy, expired on
23.05.2023, Tuesday. Her funeral was held on 24.05.2023, Wednesday at Azhagappapuram.

Ourheartfelt condolences to Rev. Fr. Reyosil Peppy and to all the members of thebereaved family!
Let us offer our prayers for the repose of the departed soul! May the departed soul rest in Peace!

IX. NOTIFICATION FROM THE DIOCESAN CURIA:

1. From the Chancellor’s Office:

a) Contact Details of Newly Ordained Priests:

S.No. Name Mobile Number Email ID

Fr. Anthony Chandra Vivek J. 90740-13281 jacvivekm.id@gmail.com

Fr. Antro Revin S. 97862-79340 antorevin1988@gmail.com

Fr. Maria Suvin M. 73053-63281 suvinmaria001@gmail.com

Fr. Packia Paul M. 94450-90229 packia.tuty@gmail.com

Fr. Simon Aldus J. 74485-18127 simonnanba@gmail.com

b) Monthly Recollection:
Monthly recollection for the month of June 2023 will take place on 06.06.2023 at the
Vicariate level.




c) Bishop Stephen’s Birthday:
Our beloved Bishop Stephen celebrates his birthday on 22 June. We wish God’s blessings
abundantly on him. May God strengthen him to do his pastoral ministry in our diocese!

Reminder to update Biodata:
All the Diocesan Priests are requested to update your biodata in the Chancellor’s office.
Those who have not yet given their biodata are requested to fill the Biodata form and give
it to the Chancellor’s office.
Rev. Fr. Sagaya Loudrin
Chancellor

2. From the Financial Administrator’s Office:
June 2023

Dear Rev.Fathers,

Loving Greetings!

The month of June reminds us of the Heart of Jesus burning with love for the humanity that He
delivered Himself to be pierced of His heart. Jesus was calm and serene that He did not develop
heart attack but gave His heart as ransom for many.

Cardiovascular diseases are world’s leading killer, causing 1 in every 3 deaths. The cause of heart
attacks and strokes are usually the presence of a combination of risk factors, such as unhealthy diet
and obesity, physical inactivity, use of alcohol, hypertension, diabetes and high level of
cholesterol.

It is never too late to start changing your lifestyle towards a healthier heart. Practical points for a
healthy heart:

e Eat a heart healthy diet.

e If overweight, lose weight.

e Increase regular physical activity to at least 2.5 hours per week.

e Avoid use of alcohol.

e Have your blood pressure and blood sugar checked regularly.

Save the Heart. Save a life. The heart stops beating and the body starts dying. Let us say ‘No’ to
early death.




Gentle Reminder

The statement of accounts and parish bank account statement for the financial year 2022-2023
should be submitted to the Financial Administrator’s office on or before 15" of this month.
Thank you for all good services that you render to the people of God in the parish. | would
like to remind you, dear fathers, who have completed the term of office to update the
inventory and books of account. | would like to inform you that the dates for the auditing will
be intimated to you soon. Kindly prepare yourselves in advance for the auditing.

Financial Administrator Office’ Holidays for the month of June
No holidays for this month.

Parish Contributions:
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church ,Sathankulam for May 2023
St. Joseph's church , Cruzpuram for Feb to April 2023
Infant Jesus Shrine, Caldwell colony, Tuticorin for April 2023
Sacred Hearts' Cathedral, Tuticorin for May 2023
St.Benedict's Church , Pathinathapuram for Feb & March 2023
Holy Family Church,Vadakkankulam for April 2023

Total

Shrine Contributions:

Holy Redeemer's church ,Thisayanvilai for April 2023 10000
St. Quiteria Shrine, Kuthenkuzhi for April & May 2023 20000
Our Lady of Snows Shrine , T.Kallikulam for Feb to April 2023 30000
Thiru Kalyana Matha Shrine, Pothakalanvilai for March & April 2023 30000
Our Lady of Snows Baslica , Tuticorin for April 2023 30000

Total 120000
Rev. Fr. S. M. Sahayam
Financial Administrator

X. INFORMATION FROM THE DIOCESAN COMMISSIONS / INSTITUTES:
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XI. IN MEMORIAM:

A Tribute to Rev. Dr. Norbert Thomas

Birth : 06.06.1959

Ordination : 28.04.1985

The Divine Call:

During the summer of 1976, the teenaged Norbert was fishing in the village fond of
Azhagappapuram. He had just finished his P.U.C grading in the first class from the Pioneer
Kumarasamy College at Nagercoil. He was highly regarded by the villagers for his intelligence,
amiability and piety. Of course, the family of this lad consisting of Mr. C. Thomas and Mrs. T.
Mariammal, his parents, his eldest sister and two elder brothers was highly regarded for
uprightness. The parish priest, Fr. John Xavier Fernando, was obviously impressed by this lad and




his family background and sent for him to the fond. The lad had no clues what he was called for by
the parish priest. When the parish priest proposed that he should join in the seminary, his joy found
no limits. He likened his call to the call of the fishermen at the shore of Tiberian Sea by Jesus.
Thus, he readily accepted this call and reported the same to the family joyously. However, his
tender mother could not digest this idea. His father who was favourable to this call, all the same,
could not convince his wife. On a fine morning, Norbert left home for attending the morning mass.
The family could not find him afterwards. They, frantically, looked for the boy in every possible
place but in vain. Latter, they came to learn that he had gone to Tuticorin to attend the vocation
camp with the help of neighbours to whom he had entrusted the bag for his journey the previous
evening itself.

This incident impregnates the core qualities of Fr. Norbert Thomas such as determination,
dedication, planning to the minute of details, faith, gaining collaboration and the support of people
towards the cherished goals, simplicity, tender love for the nature etc. which remained with him till
the end of his life.

The Call within the Call to be a Good Samaritan:

As the youngest son in the family, Fr. Norbert enjoyed abundant love in the childhood and
boyhood days which sustained him throughout his life and he grew up in the climate of charity of
the parents and the family members which functioned as motivating force to become a Good
Samaritan to the destitute. His association with St. Joseph’s Charity Institute at Adaikalapuram, as
the assistant to the director (1986) and the Mercy Home for the Destitute at Anaikarai, run by the
Sacred Heart Sisters, Vellore, both during the regency (1980) and as the parish priest of Anaikarali
(1993-1996) just before his journey to Belgium for studies in Cannon Law (1996-2001), motivated
him to make his charity institutionalized. He purchased 5 acres of land at Rosemiapuram with the
heritage share of the family properties with a view to establish a charitable institute. He
materialized his cherished dream by registering a trust by name ‘Hermine’s Home for the
Destitute’ in the year 2002. He was the Managing Trustee and the Chief Functionary of the Trust
and he sought the collaboration of four others as trustees. He invested the hard saved money which
he earned during his studies at Belgium. He put up a grand building for the Home of Destitute at
Rosemiapuram. He admitted the poor and the forsaken old men and women. The building had
provision for 20 such old people. The rest of the building was allotted for the poor girl children
who were educated in the schools in the vicinity. The chapel and the grotto to Our Lady of Fatima
helped the inmates to invoke the heavenly blessings both for them and for the institution that
sheltered them. By the grace of God, the institution gained popularity and great reputation in the
society for a span of 18 years.

However, the Home was in storms for two years from the year 2020, due to power struggle
among the trustees. Fr. Norbert underwent a great agony in these years. God opened up avenues to
to overcome the hurdles and thus, Fr. Norbert Thomas restored the Home to a peaceful and smooth




sail by the end of August 2022 by making necessary changes in the number and members of the
Trust. The boarding of girls scheme was changed to sponsorship programme to assist the children
in their studies. As Fr. Norbert was a man of prayer and faith, God’s graces abound on the Home
and his sponsorship programme. That he was honoured with a filial burial within the premises of
the Home, his continuous intercessional prayer from heaven will help the Home to grow with
years. The lands, the buildings and the huge corpus fund that he has left for sustaining the
Hermine’s Home for the Destitute will help to keep his memory alive for generations to go.

The pastor who knew the smell of the sheep:

Fr. Norbert was a man of deep faith and the people were blessed by his faith. He was well
respected and is remembered to this day fondly by the people of Cathedral Parish (1985-86) and
Punnaikayal (1987-88) where he assisted the parish priests.

Tharuvaikulam was his first and the best parish. He took steps to brink drinking water from
a borewell dug in the ‘Kannmaai’ 3 kms away from the village. He paved the flooring of the parish
church. He renovated almost all the chapels and grottos in the parish. He rebuilt the St. Nicholas’s
chapel. He collaborated with the village committee to build a community hall in this village. The
people of Tharuvaikulam so loved Fr. Norbert they named the fishermen colony of 40 houses as
‘Norbert Nagar’

Anaikarai (1993-1996) was very dear to Fr. Norbert. His initial help to the Mercy Home
from abroad sowed the seed of Hermine’s Home in his heart. He was, indeed, impressed by the
good works of the Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Vellore, that he wished to invite them as
collaborators in the Hermine’s Home after he settled all issues, which remains unfulfilled.

The people of Vallioor observe with awe that Fr. Norbert never imprinted his name in any
of the major construction works that he undertook in the parish such as the Fatima Grotto, the
Community Hall, the Eucharistic Adoration chapel, Toilets for the school children etc.

The dutiful servant at the vineyard of the Official Church:

Fr. Norbert was very intelligent and was recognized as such by the Church and he was
asked to pursue the higher studies in the Cannon Law. He completed his D.C.L. at the Leuven
University, Belgium, well within the prescribed period of 5 years (1996-2001). He was so
passionate in his studies that he presented successfully a Post Doctoral Thesis in the year 2008-09
again in the above university in Belgium. Fr. Norbert had specialized in the Marital Cannon Laws.
He was so knowledgable that he was appreciated both by the staff and the students of St. Paul’s
Major Seminary at Trichy where he taught for 8 long years. He was a professor who kept updating
all the time. Thus, every batch of the seminarians got the contemporary pastoral interpretations and
implications. His up to date knowledge on the marital laws was useful in helping hundreds of
couples in the Tuticorin Diocese when he was actively involved in the Tuticorin Marriage
Tribunal, alongside as he discharged perfectly the Chancellor’s duties in the years 2017 to 2020.




The Kavarimaan:

Gardening was a great solace to Fr. Norbert during the time of his trials. He considered that
the land and the nature in general were faithful to the hard work he put in by yielding back
manifolds. On the contrary, he was deeply pained to learn that a handful of people and priests were
avaricious, unfaithful and envious, engaging in wilful character assassination. He stood steadfast to
establish his dignity that he deserved to the core, fixing his mind on establishing his right over the
Hermine’s Home for the Destitute. He, indeed, succeeded in his firm fight against these avaricious
people and got settled in the Home.

Though the dicastery of Vatican had rightly observed that the accusations against him was
fabricated and thus, recommended regular office to him, he could not digest the comment that he
should be kept under vigilence. The Kavarimaan preferred to lay down his life in his dignified
battle.

The biography of Fr. Norbert:
06/06/1959 - Birth at the native village of Azhagappapuram
1965-1970 - St. Antony’s Primary School, Azhagappapuram
1970-1975 - St. Antony’s High School, Azhagappapuram (S.S.L.C.)
1975-76 - P.U.C., Pioneer Kumarasamy College, Nagercoil
1976-77 - Minor Seminary, St. Peter’s College, K.Pudur
1977-1980 - Philosophy, Sacred Heart Seminary, Poonamallee
1980-81 - Regency, Anaikarai
1981-1985 - Theology, Sacred Heart Seminary, Poonamallee
28/04/1985 - Priestly Ordination
1985-86 - Assistant parish priest, Cathedral
1986-87 - Assistant Director, St. Joseph’s Charity Institute, Adaikalapuram
1987-88 - Assistant parish priest, Punnaikayal
1988-1993 - Parish Priest, Tharuvaikulam
1993-1996 - Parish Priest, Anaikarai
1996-2001 - Doctoral Studies on Cannon Law (D.C.L.), Leuven University, Belgium
2001-2003 - Parish Priest, Nanguneri
2003-2008 - Parish Priest and Vicar Forane, Vallioor
2008-09 - Post Doctoral Thesis, Leuven University, Belgium
2009-2017 - Professor, Librarian, and Vice Rector, St. Paul’s Seminary, Trichy
2017-2020 - Chancellor & Judicial Vicar, Bishop’s House, Tuticorin
2020-2023 - Establishing the ownership of Hermine’s Home for the Destitute
29/03/2023 &30/03/2023 - Heavenly Abode and Burial

Fr. M. Arulmani

*khkkkkhkhkkkikhkkhkkikkk




Happy Birthday dear Bishop and Fathers!

Fr. Amaladas Ignatius

Msgr. Siluvailgnaci

Fr. Sahayam S. M.

Fr. Joseph Ravi Balan R. F.I. John Arumainathan OFM (Cap.
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