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Inter Nos

July 2021

I. PAPAL INTENTION FOR JULY, 2021
Universal: Social Friendship

We pray that, in social, political and economic situations of conflict, we may be courageous and
passionate architects of dialogue and friendship.

1. OUR BISHOP SPEAKS

The Specialty of the Heart of Jesus

Dear Fathers, Religious and all men of goodwill,

Wishing you the holy feast of the most Sacred Heart of Jesus, | would like to b A
draw your attention to His special features. E
Heart is the most precious and valuable part of the human body. Heart can be ®

regarded as life because if the heart stops man ceases to exist. As an organ of

the body it can be put to scrutiny and examined; but its deep feelings,
emotions, passions and longings are sometimes ineffable and unfathomable. ' -\

It is also considered as the source of thoughts, desires and deeds (Dt 15:9; @

Mk 7:21- 23). Heart may be pure, sincere or upright (Cf. Pss 24:4; 73:1;

Gen 20:5; Dt 9:5; 1Kg 3:6) but at the same time it is deceitful (Jer 17:9 ff). The Book of Genesis points
out that it broods over wickedness and is inclined towards evil continually (6:5). Thus heart signifies
the totality of a person possessing both good and bad sides. Thus it is evident that heart is paradoxical
in nature.

In the case of the sacred heart of Jesus one comes to understand the specific and special qualities of
Jesus by observing his words, deeds and his inner longings which shape his personality. Jesus’ heart is
the centre of compassion, mercy, love and human relationship et al. His heart can construct and shape
the entire humanity into a loving community.

Jesus and the Law

Jesus respects law and regulations, reasons and thoughts of human beings and other religious
principles. But his heart can go beyond them. If the laws deter the growth of a person and hurt him he
would challenge them. His loving heart cannot be arrested rather it transcends the bounds and frontiers
of human laws and leaps forward. What the human judgments and arguments say right the heart of
Jesus may reject it. For example a robber’s hands should be cut off, may be arguably correct. It is an
apt deterrent punishment which may be recommended by a sizeable number of people. However Jesus
may not accept it. His heart has its own reasons to differ from it. According to Him this punishment
can maim a person, mutilate his dignity, make him a beggar and the family dependent on him can be
reduced to utter misery. It is also possible that this person instead of changing his life may nurture
revenge upon the society. Jesus would rather show him mercy than recommend such a severe
punishment. Very often heart and mind (human reason) may be at loggerheads. They may contradict
each other. In the process the heart may be hurt, may bleed, may suffer shame or may be crushed.

Pascale, the French writer has this to say: Heart has its own reasons which the mind can’t understand.

The dream of Jesus

Jesus dreamt of an ideal life for the people. He named it as Kingdom of God. In this Kingdom, his
intuition proposed only one law, namely “Love of neighbor”. He wished that this law should be written
in men’s heart which would liberate them. He set himself an example of this dream. He could freely
associate with all sorts of people. He was a front-liner and trend-setter embracing people belonging to
all walks of life. He was laughed at because he was different but Jesus laughed at them because they
remained the same. The parable of the lost sheep, the lost coin, the lost son (prodigal son)(Lk 15); the
call of the tax collector (Mt 9); the nearness of sinners and tax collectors (Lk 15:1,2); his encounter
with Zacchaeus (Lk 19:1-9); and the woman caught in adultery (Jn 8: 1-11) set up a new vista of his
Kingdom. His kingdom reversed the social order of his time. He introduced a radical change in the
social system, which even now challenges the men of audacity and conviction. He is a really ‘life
changer’.




Jesus shuns arrogance

The written laws and rituals would complicate life. External observance of the law would earn man a
good name. It may lead him to think high of himself. He thinks, he is righteous and justified and others
are sinners and outcasts. He becomes arrogant and thinks of himself better than others. He regards
them with contempt, treats them without respect, considers them unworthy and entertains a low esteem
for them. His pride isolates him from others. The others become untouchables. In the words of Paul
“knowledge puffs up, but love builds up”. Jesus vehemently condemns such persons often. They, as
we know, are the Sadducees and the Pharisees. Paul too cautions against such attitude among the
Christians (Rom 12:3, 10, 16; Phil 2:3).

Jesus’ Yoke is easy

Jesus emphatically asserts “his yoke is easy and his burden is light” (Mt 11:30). Yoke has a symbolical
meaning other than the wooden frame fitted on the necks of a pair of oxen. It is a symbol of bondage
or servitude; it means oppression and suffocation. It may also refer to the suffering, wound, exhaustion
or any inconvenience or anything that curbs the free movement of a person. What does Jesus want to
impart to us here. One can easily recall the sermon on the mount in which Jesus declares “Blessed are
the poor, the hungry and those who weep” (Lk 6:20,21). These people, because of their trust in God
and God’s preferential love for them enjoy his prerogative. Their yoke and burden become easy
because their ‘I’ and selfishness vanish

There is also another aspect to cogitate. When one spends hours together for his beloved or invests his
entire sum to purchase a diadem (prize) for him or her or undertakes any sacrifice to look after the
person he or she loves he or she does not feel it as yoke or burden, rather finds an unknown joy in it.
Sometimes this joy knows no bounds. This is what the mystery of love signifies. The love and
presence of Jesus instills in this person endurance. He or she shall not be perturbed by heavy burdens
that encircle him or her because “love endures all, love never ends (1Cor 13: 7,8) .

Jesus’ Heart

Jesus is the embodiment of love. He is the presence of God who is love. Once the heart is filled with
love “I” and “selfishness” disappear. This is the reason why Jesus is able to proclaim “Take my yoke
upon you, and learn from me; for | am gentle and humble of heart and you will find rest for your
souls” (Mt 11:28). Jesus spurned hypocrisy and pretence. He shows compassion, concern, mercy and
love for others. He heals the sick, drives away the devils, feeds the hungry and draws everyone to
himself. He preaches repentance and change of heart.

Loving heart travels

In the words of Pope Francis, love travels across the streets and easily finds out the poor. She, like the
Good Samaritan, comes close to them. The marginalized and the outcasts cannot escape her sight. In
the encounter of the poor, the person imbued with love is able to see the vision of God. He
immediately makes solidarity with them. In this way God’s gaze falls on him. He becomes a changed
person. He feels the divine presence around him. All the outcasts become his brothers and sisters. His
heart gets itself enlarged to accommodate all in himself. He becomes a refuge and shelter for them.

One can recall the words of Mother Teresa: Your prayer lifts you up to God; but your service make
God descend upon you. Prayer and service were the two vital principles which guided Jesus’ life. Jesus
loved all without expecting anything in return. He rejoiced in serving others. He is ever ready to lay
down his life for others (Jn 15:3).

Heart without discrimination

Heart of Jesus respects each and everyone without any partiality. All are his friends. Thomas Carlyle,
while he was 6 years old, happened to stay at home alone. Then a beggar came and asked for alms.
Thomas felt compassion for him and gave all the coins he saved in a small box. Later on, when he
became a renowned writer, he recounts, ‘never had I experienced such a joy as this, in my life’.

Every person is neither entirely good nor entirely bad. Each one has his good qualities and his bad
side. Now, a loving person would see the good of the person. Jesus, being a lovable person always sees
the good part of his being which enabled him to love both his enemies and friends as well. In Jesus’
heart there are no enemies because he looks at the good of that person. He loves all. That is why his
heart is special.

As disciples of Jesus how can we hate someone Jesus loves? Let us try to acquire the heart of Jesus.
We shall be able to create a new world and make his kingdom blossom on earth.
Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen
Bishop of Tuticorin
I11. BISHOP’S PROGRAMME FOR JULY 2021 : (Tentative Programme)

Date Time Day Programme

05.07.2021 | 10.00 am | Mon | Little Flower Seminary - Selection of Students

10.07.2021 | 5.00 pm Sat Blessing of the Presbytery, Vespers - Inigo Nagar




14.07.2021
25.07.2021

Adaikalapuram - Governing Body Meeting

St. James’ Feast - Srivaikundam

Final Vows - Holy Cross Convent, Tuticorin

Flag Hoisting - Our Lady of Snows’ Basilica, Tuticorin

26.07.2021

01.08.2021 First Holy Communion - Our Lady of Snows’ Basilica, Tuticorin
Eucharistic Procession - Our Lady of Snows’ Basilica, Tuticorin
Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen

Bishop of Tuticorin

IV. AD MULTOS ANNOS!
On your Ordination Anniversary Day
Rev. Fr. Sagesh Santhiya
Rev. Fr. Joseph Diaz
Msgr. Siluvai Ignaci

03.07.2014
14.07.2013
22.07.1973

V. HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Best wishes to you on your Birthday

Rev. Fr. Joseph Rolington Fernando 01.07.1964
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John Suresh
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NECROLOGY
Most Rev. Thomas Fernando
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CONDOLENCES:

1. To Rev. Fr. Bright Machado:

Mr. Jackson (brother-in-law of Rev. Fr. Bright Machado), expired on 28.05.2021, Friday in
Lourdammalpuram due to Corona, at the age of 55. His funeral was held on 29.05.2021,
Saturday at Lourdammalpuram.
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Our heartfelt condolences to Rev. Fr. Bright Machado and to all the members of the bereaved family!
Let us offer our prayers for the repose of the departed soul! May the departed soul rest in Peace!

2. To Rev. Fr. Benzigar Lution:

Mr. Raj (brother-in-law of Rev. Fr. Benzigar Lution), expired on 05.06.2021, Saturday in Periathalai
due to kidney failure, at the age of 44. His funeral was held on the same day in Periathalai.




Our heartfelt condolences to Rev. Fr. Benzigar Lution and to all the members of the bereaved family!
Let us offer our prayers for the repose of the departed soul! May the departed soul rest in Peace!

3. REV.FR. XAVIER S. MARIAN:
We are very sad to inform you of the demise of Rev. Fr. Xavier S. Marian, aged 76 years, on
09.06.2021, Wednesday at 9.30 am in Jeanne-Jugan Home for the Aged, Tuticorin, due to sickness.
His mortal remains were kept for homage from 12.00 pm to 2.00 pm at Bishop' House Chapel. Funeral
Mass was held on the same day (09.06.2021) at 4.30 pm at Narthankurichi, Nochikulam parish
followed by burial in the Church premises of Narthankurichi.

Inter Nos offers its condolences in a special way to the members of the bereaved family. Let us offer
three Masses for the repose of the departed soul. May the soul of the zealous priest rest in peace!

VIII.  TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS - 2021

Parish Priests:

Antoniarpuram

Rev.Fr.Dickson

Chinthamani

Rev.Fr.Meris Leo

Elangulam

Rev.Fr.Francis Christu Raja

Eral - Othaasai Matha

Rev.Fr.Arockiadoss V.

Fatima Nagar

Rev.Fr.Jesudas Fernando

Gnanapragasiarpatnam

Rev.Fr. Sahaya Justin

Gandhi Nagar

Rev.Fr.Maria Valan

Harbour Estate

Rev.Fr. Loyola De Rose
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Idinthakarai

Rev.Fr.Sathish Kumar

Inigo Nagar

Rev.Fr.Jesuraja G.

Kadakulam

Rev.Fr.Anbu Selvan D. C.

Keelamudiman

Rev.Fr.Benzigar Amal

Komputhurai

Rev.Fr.Pratheesh

Kootapanai

Rev.Fr.Benzigar Lution

Lions Town

Rev.Fr.Prathiban Liphonse

Mannarpuram

Rev.Fr.Edward J.

Meenavankulam

Rev.Fr.Arul Mani M.

Muthaiyapuram

Rev.Fr.Bright Machado

Nattarkulam

Rev.Fr.Ambrose (Interim)

Pathinathapuram

Rev.Fr. Segaran G.

Perumanal

Rev.Fr.Julians Marlan Joshi

Pudukottai

Rev.Fr.Benjamin De Souza

Pushpavanam

Rev.Fr. Jesu Nazarene

Radhapuram

Rev.Fr.Robin Stanley

Seithunganallur

Rev.Fr.Jackson M. Arul

T.Saveriarpuram

Rev.Fr.Kulandai Rajan

Tharuvaikulam

Rev.Fr.Vincent

Thommaiarpuram

Rev.Fr.Stephen Mariadas A.

Jeeva Nagar (Tiruchendur)

Rev.Fr.lrudayaraj Fernando
VF, Manapad Vicariate

Udangudi

Rev.Fr.Victor Lobo

Vembar- Holy Ghost

Rev.Fr.Antony Titus Roshan

Xavierpuram

Rev.Fr.Soosaimani D.

Institutions

Correspondent & Principal,

O. L. of Shows M.H.S. School, T. Kallikulam

Rev.Fr. Koil Mani

Teacher, O. L. of Snows M.H.S. School, T. Kallikulam | Rev.Fr.Antony Micheal
Rayappan

Rev.Fr.Sagesh Santhiya

Coordinator, The Welfare and Formation of Fishermen
Association

Project Director, Fishermen Association

Coordinator, Coastal Peace & Development

Director, Laity Centre

Rev.Fr.Viniston
Rev.Fr. X. D. Selvaraj
Rev.Fr.Sahayaraj Valdharis




Secretary, Family Commission Rev.Fr.Motcha Antony Jeyakar
Rector, Little Flower Seminary Rev.Fr.Maria John Costa
Vice-Rector & Prefect of Studies Rev.Fr.Michael Jesus Rino
Spiritual Father, Little Flower Seminary Rev.Fr.Sahaya Joseph

Director, St. Joseph Charity Institute, Adaikalapuram Rev.Fr.Promildon Lobo

Asst. Director, St. Joseph Charity Institute,
Adaikalapuram Rev.Fr.Shibaker A.
Administrator, Finance & Property,
St. Joseph Charity Institute, Adaikalapuram Rev.Fr.Pradeep

38. | Director, TMSSS Rev.Fr.Amalan I.
Asst. Director, TMSSS Rev.Fr.Albin Leon
Project Support Officer, TMSSS Rev.Fr.John Suresh
39. | Director, VMSSS Rev.Fr.Rex A.J.

40. | Youth Centre, Pavalam Depot Rev.Fr.David Sahaya Valan
41. | Secretary, Amalorpava Matha Madhu Vilakku Sodality | Rev.Fr.Jeyanthan
42. | Chaplain, Rosarian Convent, Ritammalpuram Rev.Fr.Stan K. Fernando

Rev.Fr.Amaladas S. M. - Rest (Good News Centre)
Rev.Fr.Antony Pitchai - Retired (Francis Xavier Home)

Studies
Rev.Fr.Arputha Xavier - DCL, Rome
Rev.Fr.Xavier Raja - M.Th., St.Paul’s, Trichy
Rev.Fr.Thilaha Raja S. - MCL, St.Peter’s, Bangalore
Rev.Fr.Joynes - Communication, Delhi
Rev.Fr.Valan Arasu - Communication, Delhi
Rev.Fr.Jeya Anto Churchill - MSW, Loyola, Chennai

Foreign Ministry :
Rev.Fr.Raja Rodrigo - Chieti-Vasto, Italy

Assistant Parish Priests 2021

Z
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Parish Name
Alanthalai Rev.Fr. Arokia Amalraj S.
Anaikarai Rev.Fr. Savariraj F. C.
Azhagappapuram Rev.Fr.Nilavan S.
Cathedral Rev.Fr.William S.P.
Cruzpuram Rev.Fr.Flavian G.
Idinthakarai Rev.Fr. G. Antony Francis Prathap
Kavalkinaru Rev.Fr.Vinith Raja J.
T.Kallikulam Rev.Fr.George Antonyraj G.
Kootapuli Rev.Fr.Antony Paul Prabhu R.
Kuthenguli Rev.Fr.Antony Jebastin A.
Lion’s Town Rev.Fr.J. Demel
Manapad - St.James | Rev.Fr.Starlin Shrakasus L.
Nagalapuram Rev.Fr.Antony Nickson Joseph, SAC
Our Lady of Snows | Rev.Fr.Vimalajan Olifer D’Silva
Periathalai Rev.Fr.F. Balanprashath
Punnaikayal Rev.Fr.Sudarson L.
Satankulam Rev.Fr. Paul Raj S.
Tharuvaikulam Rev.Fr.Martin Kumar E.
Tisayanvilai Rev.Fr.Kalai Selvan
Uvari Rev.Fr. Athanasius Joe C.
Thalamuthunagar Rev.Fr.Bibin Ganabharanam SAC
Vadakkankulam Rev.Fr.Rajesh (Schoenstatt)
Virapandianpatnam | Rev.Fr.Maria Panimayam

NOTIFICATION FROM THE DIOCESAN CURIA

1) From the Chancellor’s Office:

a) Monthly Recollection




Monthly Recollection for July 2021 will take place on 6th July at the Vicariate level.

b) Reminders:

- Reverend Fathers are requested to fill / update your bio-data in the Chancellor’s office.

- Newly appointed priests and transferred priests are requested to send back the copy of
Installation form to the Chancellor’s office.
Those who have not yet given your Whatsapp number to add in the Chancellor office
group, kindly inform me.

¢) Contact Details of Newly Ordained Priests:

Name Mobile Number Email ID

Rev.Fr. G. Antony Francis Prathap 91766-52682 antocistuty@gmail.com

Rev.Fr. Arokia Amalraj S. 90253-26846 aroamal1991@gmail.com

Rev.Fr. F. Balanprashath 89735-57716 balanroy26121991@gmail.com,

Rev.Fr. J. Demel 94884-61596 siluvaidemel@gmail.com,

Rev.Fr. Nilavan S. 80984-86638 nicholasnilavansj@gmail.com

Rev.Fr. Savariraj F.C. 75388-04438 savarirajpdk@gmail.com

Rev.Fr. Vimalajan Olifer D’Silva 94874-52885 oliferjan@gmail.com

X.

Rev. Fr. Sagaya Loudrin
Chancellor

2) From the Financial Administrator’s Office:

July 2021
Dear Rev. Fathers,

Loving Greetings!

We are living in a strange time, strange unprecedented, unseen and unheard of. It has changed our life
style. It has challenged us as never before. In fact, it has changed the global world order. Yet we are
united in spirit as one family exchanging our views and concerns through visual medias and other
sources. Thank you, dear fathers, for your co-operation, love and concern. Unfortunately, we are
challenged by expected 3™ wave of Covid-19 Pandemic in August and September. | urge you dear
fathers to take precaution and stay safe. It is a time to learn how to take care of ourselves. Wish you all
good health and cheer. We shall surely overcome this pandemic taking utmost responsibility and care.

Gentle Reminder:

% The collection for the Peter’s Pence will be made on 4™ July 2021. Kindly remit the amount
to the Financial Administrator’s office as early as possible.

¢+ The statement of accounts for the financial year 2020-2021 should be submitted to the office on
or before 15™ July 2021.

+ Financial Administrator Office’ Holidays for the month of July
No holidays for this month.

Parish Contributions:

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church ,Sathankulam for June 2021
Arockia Matha Church, Adaikalapuram for May 2021

Infant Jesus Shrine, Caldwell colony, Tuticorin for May 2021

Sahaya Annai Church, Harbour Estate, Tuticorin for April & May 2021
St. Antony's Church , Azhagappapuram for June 2021

St.Thomas' Church , V.Patnam for March & April 2021

Total

Shrine Contributions:
Holy Redeemer's church ,Thisayanvilai for April & May 2021 20000
Our Lady of Snows Basilica, Tuticorin for May 2021 30000
St. Antony's Shrine , Thappathi for May 021 2000
St. Antony's Shrine , Tuticorin 15000
St. Antony's Shrine , Uvari for May 2021 30000
Total 97000

Rev. Fr. S. M. Sahayam

Financial Administrator

INFORMATION FROM THE DIOCESAN COMMISSIONS/INSTITUTES
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Dear and Reverend Father,
Greetings from Little Flower Seminary, Tuticorin.

This is to inform you that the Selection Camp for the aspiring candidates for priestly formation of our
diocese for the year 2021 will commence on the 3rd of July at 4:00 p.m. Our Bishop Most Rev.
Stephen will preside over the Selection on the 5th of July at 10.00 a.m. The camp will come to a close
with a lunch on the 5th. You may kindly send the candidate/s with required clothing for two days stay.

The certificates required:

1) Baptism certificate, 2) Confirmation certificate 3) Marriage certificate of the parents 4) A Letter
from the Parish priest. 5) A copy of Plus two certificate or College Degree certificate if available.
Wearing Mask during the camp is mandatory.

Warm regards and prayerful wishes,
Yours fraternally in Christ,
Fr. Maria John Costa
Rector, Little Flower Seminary
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IN MEMORIAM :

Rev. Fr. G. Joseph
(1959 - 2021)

Rev. Fr. G. Joseph : A Beautiful Human Being to be remembered

Born :09.02.1959
Ordained :11.05.1988
Eternal Reward 1 15. 05.2021

“All I ask of You is for ever to remember me as loving you” St. Paul

The fruits of the human existence are memories. A beautiful human being is remembered for
his unceasing love for his fellow human beings. If you are remembered even in your absence, that is
the essence of your existence. Fr.G.Joseph is one such beautiful friend, mentor, pastor and spiritual
guide for many, making ripples even after he has left us in a sudden lightening spell.

Son of the soil :

Fr.G.Joseph was born on 09.02.1959, in the Coastal village Kuthenkuzy which is very well
known for its rich Catholic tradition, valor and wisdom. His father was Gabriel Kitherian and his
mother mother Jesu Kitherial. He joined Little Flower Seminary for his initiation and completed his
P.U.C. from Kamaraj College Thoothukdi. He was ordained on 11.05.1988 and chose to work in
Jammu and Kashmir from June 1988 to May 1993. His impressive work as the Rector of the minor
seminary of the Diocese of the Jammu and Kashmir is still remembered as one of his major hallmarks
of his life at Jammu and Kashmir. He has constructed a Petty seminary for the diocese and still it
stands tall as symbol of his commitment as a missionary priest in diocese of Jammu.

Places of ministry :

1.Jammu & Kashmir : June 88 - May 93

2. Srivaikundam X May 93 - May 97

3. Idinthakarai : May 97 - July 2002
4. Lions Town X July 2002 - July 2007
5. Thattarmadam : July 2007 - may 2010
6. Vlrapandlanpatnam May 2010 - 2014

7. Uvari : 2014 - 2018

8. Patthinathapuram : 2018 -2021

Charismatic Preacher :

Fr. G. Joseph is well known for his Charismatic prayers and conventions. He is a Charismatic
preacher with a special gift of Prayer. Wherever he conducts conventions and prayers we could see the
gathering in tears and with emotional cry. There was a solace in his preaching, consolation in his
words, comfort in his prayers, and lots of hope in his retreats. He quite frequently mentions “Call
out... Call out His name Jesus”. He strongly advocated the people in his retreat to have trust in God’s




providence and have consolation in the name JESUS. That was his spirituality. A retreat centre near
Punnaikayal was the brain child of Fr.G Joseph. It was so sad that his last rights could not be attended
by many and not even without a Funeral Mass. May be its all because he has offered enough masses
during his life time so as not to be in want of a special mass for the funeral sake.

Compassionate Pastor :

I was with him for my first year of my priesthood as an assistant in Idinthakarai. There was
numerous pastoral guidance in him as the parish priest. He loved the poor and his hands were never
tired and tied to help the needy. I know quite a few people who had never repaid the money they
borrowed from him and he used to shrug his shoulder mentioning “The poor have their burdens and
they need to be shouldered”. He was tirelessly at the service of the parishioners unmindful of his
physical tiredness and long hours of travel from his continuous Charismatic conventions. He loves
visiting people in their work place especially in the sea shore where people used to mend their nets and
in the palm grove huts of the remote villages.

Innocent Laughter :

The huge stature of Fr.G.Joseph gives enough room to make fun of him. He was never
offended of any of the tickling jokes and funny remarks. He laughs so heartily that his entire body
laughs with him. He had initial trouble with his Hindi mixed pronunciation, and only to amuse him, he
was often called as “Shosheph..” He can laugh at anything and for any reason. He frequently refers his
elderly cook who was a widow, once conversing with the goat she was rearing “You don’t worry
young lady ,. Why are you not eating well.? See, | also lost my hubby and you also probably lost
yours. Am | not eating..? so you also must eat well dear” . He narrates events so dramatically that all
those around him laugh and laugh with tears in their eyes. Its true about the saying “We will once
laugh at our memories we cried together and cry at the memories that we laughed together”.

Refuge of Seminarians :

Fr.G.Joseph was a formator once in Jammu Kashmir in his beginning years. And he knows the
hearts of the young seminarians. He gives lots of freedom and chances to correct each seminarian or
assistant he works with. I remember our sleepless late night Chess we play together till 12 and 1 in the
midnight. He was very friendly and very understanding. There were times when few brothers had
tough times in the seminary and faced sent out and disciplinary actions, he was the sole refuge, giving
them space to work and gave good reports to their superiors at the end of their ministries of course
with proper corrections. There are priests now in our diocese and in other congregations too, owing
their gratitude and love to Fr.G.Joseph for having given them a hope in life and a second chance in
their career.

Simple soul with no great ambition :

Only towards the last days of his life Fr.G.Joseph had accepted an ecclesiastical position in the
diocese. Just a few weeks before he breathed his last, he was appointed as the Vicar Foreign of the
Manapad Vicariate residing in Udangudi as the Parish Priest. He was a rare breed who never aspired
for any big chair and never ambitious in life. He goes around like a wandering Aramean, traveling a lot
in his mini bike for retreats and prayer meetings and he sleeps in any small little uncomfortable corner
and eats any ting you give and makes no fuss about any discomfort at all. He was a simple soul with no
great ambition in life except being a tireless servant of God till his last day.

“We will once laugh at our memories we cried together and cry at the memories that we
laughed together”.

We miss you dear Fr.G.Joe...Au Revoir.
- Rev. Fr. Benjamin De Souza
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N HTHENT0  HHIPD  REGHHMS  HEI  GUTDHTET  (PIDSUBHID  HeSHTUldH  CBTemng mbHTT
SIBLSHHNS. FHTWITEY  [JTUI6.

Heitemeull LT Yflbgld OsmeTenalsvensoBul 616013  HaUENEVWITED  HIOIEHD  LDEMST  LIGOH6uIH.
eiBuTmID LIpT memev Lfbgis Osmemi(p Gusmd welleT HevBy 2 _awi(h. HHMBU F60 LD HH6IT
MGy DML FHHmB euTHein. LIpfleir  Fpplemevdenenil Lflbgd nHBCHBBMTEUTEL  DiMHEmLOWITUI
SUPBL HBHID DABLSLOTEN SHHEDS.

alemybgk  OCFelsmul  QUTBISHMbBH vl Fnpl  (F.epT  5:11)  6ldiUsH  SBdBEUTHS.
QeualempaUTESme  HVEH  AUTDaIED  (PIDMUWITHS  HOLLNGHHAIT — HHMSHWENTHET.  HEGI
BMHBHHHG LIpT CFaloBds Geuemibld 663  elewieniGD  FHiefwienald  Ee060THAIT  HHMBHUINITHEI.
LIpflel SHHHIBHEHHEEH OFaIDBLLSED DSIDFFUD, LOMIHMBAILD GCBHTEITLIGUTTEITT.

Quwisoumenr  auTpeled  ENemIDWITEN  eUTTHMBHBM6NL  BGUFeugml  6T60C60TTTEID  EUI6hs
OFweor@d.  eumpelled  CHTeipID  FTHTTEIOTEN  FPeVeVID  ReMeNOWITE  QUTTHNHIHEN6NLI
uweTUGSHHINH  Frer@mmilenr GFueOTGHD. aumpalsy Lewill L glpsded LetLBdHawenfl G  Lewr’ L
GUTTSHMNBHEHENTED HEUTHSHEUT DIBLSHHNSH FHTUIPTEY JTUIG 6T60ID LIGWILITETIT.

QurgielLmisefled (eI mBmBHmen  BIHCauTT UfCFWSHSH6ienD 2wl GuimyeuT  6T6iILIGI
QCwFallenr  gampl.  ICUTHID  Hediwendh  HTDPHHIUHCCW @I  HTeWID  GuIsOLEML U
HHEMSHUWIAITH6T, 60T QUTLDBT6IT60 RHCUTSHID (OEIEIGETEINEY DI HS &H6ITEN60T
(WpeirelensolILBGHHUWICH Esvemev.

Fideeny  CuTulemmed LGB 2 e HEmeT 2 _GWIMISILTH  FOVISHEG — HelTeTLL L
SHHMBWANTHET, HeeLLD QB  DSTUTHEDHEG —ol6ibeeien 2 swie] LIgH@GD  6ailm®  ASHSH
Bsol(emmuiled Swimfidg usbs@Geuwmul uforTpid SHTUIeHLOUETEND ClEBTERTL T  FHHENHUISITHEN.

QWTOLMD  HHMSHWaNTHeT  1971-4D  Spewi®  HoubUT OIS  13-1D  BI6T .  erdleLIe
DUTHEHHGWD — HEHwEH. T  SHCHTem — HevHTN  DUTHEDEGHD — HMEVLDSHITH
QFIHIMISHEVVTT LIINSF FMiTbhH SHBIGHID 616D SleneTlumiglsd LIBbaTiT.

19.05.1999 oi0iml GHHHHIO AHTOUTHE CUBB HHMSHWIAITEHET WerlILT®h, Lefld WTsLT
Speowl  UmIEe0  (1999-2000) SHiewewill LRIGSHSHMOSWLTS HOGH GHSIHIOL Lienflenw! OHTL Mgl 6.
(2000-2001) &rHEHIGGHY Hm QmBWnGsTls  CUITELUISHIHE  HieNeWILl  LhIGHHHHNHUTE 6l BH
LI6ooT WISl 60T .

(2001-2006)  FBHTMW LRSI  (PHET  (POBWTH  LURIGSHSHoOSWLTS  QurpiiGumm
SHHMSWAITHeT FABLULTS 5 ewiBH6T LesllwmBpleTT. SiendHdH CHTLIHEH LUTHHIOT BHT(2006-2011),
QFTEHGIQUIGBUL(2011-2016),  UmLWISTWs(2016-2020) Cureip  UMIGS6eTs0  LiswllWmBS6aTTH6N.
URIGL GurmtiCuBB Simanshdl SHenmiselend Fpiurs usnlyfibaieTentissr. DHaLiIB@ 2020 gg@eir
B&  piteurs  sheodwtes Uaond Cxmepwwnt Owlfle ueieflullsd @f o LswlluimBasleonir.
ReUCRUTH LURISID  HhHoHWeuTHeT Haigl Uellenw Heome CFuubburgd  Hedb@Gl Ll
QUTRILCUBGL IBLESHMBHHG CHmeuwnen DHHIL UKD, BHMILB6IT,  OUTHLSH6IT,
2 _aueLICUTHLS6T DiHSH  (PCaBUTHSMeNUILD SGHbHS aleHHHeo gl (U Curaimsd
SN UPSHBINHS  CBTewigmbBSTT. @Relajvend ol @ 17.05.2021 @ Qeopusld  CaFibs
SHHMBWAITHET — BTD  Reuejeudled  aumpdh — ChHemeuwimesr  LewiLdemen  Ligllensoiwinsgs ol (&
OFeimieenm.  SieuT &M lgul  GpPledw B  eumpelsed  UeuBmiGeurid.  Sieufledr 6D
RQemen IUTBBISHTE Senmalenet SenmehaGaTiD.

- OIBeNILIewRS. GlLICTFABIT.

Simeiuenfl. GFellwit S. ofuimedr
(1945-2021)

1945 b ouewip gJLT6d HmibeT 284D Bel FHmeurent il HGHTeN, HHd) wiflur B FSHHFD
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AQeim OBTEH@eNd  URINBF  FTTHSHH) LIBhHTT  CFelwit Geng wflwrer. GSelmbE B
HIDUH6T, BTG HhmBH6T 2 i  Quewiy  HoLHeT  RoumbHE (WU Genmeuety
Combg IO _LTeIT. OBBEUTHET DMUMRQUBLD [HEVIOTH SHBB BT (pHH Sefwrdlul Cxelwir @ema
wilwrenenr Qeuysl QUBEBIT SenmliLienlehd TGN &HIH60T.
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A HMeMEOLILIGSHSHLILIL_LTT.

LI6W01 S 6TTRIGETHLD  LI6U0T| &5(6THLD:

1792 o0 ey HBHTedHIONS Coubumt Grul syellwimm ukisled Lewll GFuIgSTT. N6 HT&HEOTLTLD
umlg efero.  Ligneidlerd SiauTaeilld 2 el Uswilwmenyres  mImewi(BHel  UsllQFuisTT. 1794 @0
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XIl.  MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR FIFTH WORLD DAY OF THE
POOR:

“The poor you will always have with you” (Mk 14:7)

1. “The poor you will always have with you” (Mk 14:7). Jesus spoke these words at a meal in Bethany,
in the home of a certain Simon, known as the leper, a few days before Passover. As the Evangelist
recounts, a woman came in with an alabaster flask full of precious ointment and poured it over Jesus’
head. This caused great amazement and gave rise to two different interpretations.

The first was indignation on the part of some of those present, including the disciples, who,
considering the value of the ointment — about 300 denarii, equivalent to the annual salary of a labourer
— thought it should have been sold and the proceeds given to the poor. In Saint John’s Gospel, Judas
takes this position: “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?”
Saint John goes on to note that Judas “said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he
was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to take what was put in it” (12:5-6). It was no
accident that this harsh criticism came from the mouth of the traitor: it shows those who do not respect
the poor betray Jesus’ teaching and cannot be his disciples. Origen has strong words in this regard:
“Judas appeared to be concerned about the poor... If in our own day some hold the purse of the
Church and, like Judas, speak out for the poor, but then take out what they put in, let them share in the
lot of Judas” (Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, 11, 9).

The second interpretation was that of Jesus, and it makes us appreciate the profound meaning of the
woman’s act. He says, “Let her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to me”
(Mk 14:6). Jesus knows that his death is approaching, and he sees in her act an anticipation of the
anointing of his lifeless body prior to its placement in the tomb. This was beyond anything the others
present could imagine. Jesus was reminding them that he is the first of the poor, the poorest of the
poor, because he represents all of them. It was also for the sake of the poor, the lonely, the
marginalized and the victims of discrimination, that the Son of God accepted the woman’s gesture.
With a woman’s sensitivity, she alone understood what the Lord was thinking. That nameless woman,
meant perhaps to represent all those women who down the centuries would be silenced and suffer
violence, thus became the first of those women who were significantly present at the supreme
moments of Christ’s life: his crucifixion, death, burial and resurrection. Women, so often
discriminated against and excluded from positions of responsibility, are seen in the Gospels to play a
leading role in the history of revelation. Jesus’ then goes on to associate that woman with the great
mission of evangelization: “Amen, I say to you, wherever the Gospel is proclaimed to the whole
world, what she has done will be told in memory of her” (Mk 14:9).

2. This powerful “empathy” established between Jesus and the woman, and his own interpretation of
her anointing as opposed to the scandalized view of Judas and others, can lead to a fruitful reflection
on the inseparable link between Jesus, the poor and the proclamation of the Gospel.

The face of God revealed by Jesus is that of a Father concerned for and close to the poor. In
everything, Jesus teaches that poverty is not the result of fate, but a concrete sign pointing to his
presence among us. We do not find him when and where we want, but see him in the lives of the poor,
in their sufferings and needs, in the often inhuman conditions in which they are forced to live. As |
never tire of repeating, the poor are true evangelizers, for they were the first to be evangelized and
called to share in the Lord's joy and his kingdom (cf. Mt 5:3).

The poor, always and everywhere, evangelize us, because they enable us to discover in new ways the
true face of the Father. “They have much to teach us. Besides participating in the sensus fidei, they
know the suffering Christ through their own sufferings. It is necessary that we all let ourselves be
evangelized by them. The new evangelization is an invitation to recognize the salvific power of their
lives and to place them at the centre of the Church’s journey. We are called to discover Christ in them,
to lend them our voice in their causes, but also to be their friends, to listen to them, to understand them
and to welcome the mysterious wisdom that God wants to communicate to us through them. Our




commitment does not consist exclusively of activities or programmes of promotion and assistance;
what the Holy Spirit mobilizes is not an unruly activism, but above all an attentiveness that considers
the other in a certain sense as one with ourselves. This loving attentiveness is the beginning of a true
concern for their person which inspires me effectively to seek their good” (Evangelii Gaudium, 198-
199).

3. Jesus not only sides with the poor; he also shares their lot. This is a powerful lesson for his disciples
in every age. This is the meaning of his observation that “the poor you will always have with you”.
The poor will always be with us, yet that should not make us indifferent, but summon us instead to a
mutual sharing of life that does not allow proxies. The poor are not people “outside” our communities,
but brothers and sisters whose sufferings we should share, in an effort to alleviate their difficulties and
marginalization, restore their lost dignity and ensure their necessary social inclusion. On the other
hand, as we know, acts of charity presuppose a giver and a receiver, whereas mutual sharing generates
fraternity. Almsgiving is occasional; mutual sharing, on the other hand, is enduring. The former risks
gratifying those who perform it and can prove demeaning for those who receive it; the latter
strengthens solidarity and lays the necessary foundations for achieving justice. In short, believers,
when they want to see Jesus in person and touch him with their hands, know where to turn. The poor
are a sacrament of Christ; they represent his person and point to him.

Many are the examples of saints who made mutual sharing with the poor their life project. | think,
among others, of Father Damien de Veuster, the saintly apostle to the lepers. With great generosity, he
answered the call to go to the island of Molokai, which had become a ghetto accessible only to lepers,
to live and die with them. He rolled up his sleeves and did everything he could to improve the lives of
those who were poor, ill and outcast. He became both doctor and nurse, heedless of the risks involved,
and brought the light of love to that “colony of death”, as the island was then called. He himself
contracted leprosy, which became the sign of his total sharing in the lot of the brothers and sisters for
whom he had given his life. His testimony is most timely in our own days, marked by the coronavirus
pandemic. The grace of God is surely at work in the hearts of all those who, without fanfare, spend
themselves for the poorest, sharing with them in concrete ways.

4. We need, then, wholeheartedly to follow the Lord's invitation to “repent and believe in the Gospel”
(Mk 1:15). This conversion consists primarily in opening our hearts to recognizing the many different
forms of poverty and manifesting the Kingdom of God through a lifestyle consistent with the faith we
profess. Often the poor are viewed as persons apart, as a “category” in need of specific charitable
services. Yet following Jesus entails changing this way of thinking and embracing the challenge of
mutual sharing and involvement. Christian discipleship entails deciding not to accumulate earthly
treasures, which give the illusion of a security that is actually fragile and fleeting. It requires a
willingness to be set free from all that holds us back from achieving true happiness and bliss, in order
to recognize what is lasting, what cannot be destroyed by anyone or anything (cf. Mt 6:19-20).

Here too, Jesus’ teaching goes against the grain, for it promises what can only be seen and experienced
with complete certainty by the eyes of faith. “Everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or
father or mother or children or lands for my name’s sake will receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal
life” (Mt 19:29). Unless we choose to become poor in passing riches, worldly power and vanity, we
will never be able to give our lives in love; we will live a fragmented existence, full of good intentions
but ineffective for transforming the world. We need, therefore, to open ourselves decisively to the
grace of Christ, which can make us witnesses of his boundless charity and restore credibility to our
presence in the world.

5. Christ’s Gospel summons us to display special concern for the poor and to recognize the varied and
excessive forms of moral and social disorder that are generating ever new forms of poverty. There
seems to be a growing notion that the poor are not only responsible for their condition, but that they
represent an intolerable burden for an economic system focused on the interests of a few privileged
groups. A market that ignores ethical principles, or picks and chooses from among them, creates
inhumane conditions for people already in precarious situations. We are now seeing the creation of
new traps of poverty and exclusion, set by unscrupulous economic and financial actors lacking in a
humanitarian sense and in social responsibility.

Last year we experienced yet another scourge that multiplied the numbers of the poor: the pandemic,
which continues to affect millions of people and, even when it does not bring suffering and death, is
nonetheless a portent of poverty. The poor have increased disproportionately and, tragically, they will
continue to do so in the coming months. Some countries are suffering extremely severe consequences
from the pandemic, so that the most vulnerable of their people lack basic necessities. The long lines in
front of soup kitchens are a tangible sign of this deterioration. There is a clear need to find the most
suitable means of combating the virus at the global level without promoting partisan interests. It is
especially urgent to offer concrete responses to those who are unemployed, whose numbers include




many fathers, mothers, and young people. Social solidarity and the generosity which many, thanks be
to God, have shown are, together with far-sighted projects of human promotion, making a most
important contribution at this juncture.

6. Nonetheless, one question, which is by no means obvious, remains. How can we give a tangible
response to the millions of the poor who frequently encounter only indifference, if not resentment?
What path of justice must be followed so that social inequalities can be overcome and human dignity,
so often trampled upon, can be restored? Individualistic lifestyles are complicit in generating poverty,
and often saddle the poor with responsibility for their condition. Yet poverty is not the result of fate; it
is the result of selfishness. It is critical, therefore, to generate development processes in which the
abilities of all are valued, so that complementarity of skills and diversity of roles can lead to a common
resource of mutual participation. There are many forms of poverty among the “rich” that might be
relieved by the wealth of the “poor”, if only they could meet and get to know each other! None are so
poor that they cannot give something of themselves in mutual exchange. The poor cannot be only
those who receive; they must be put in a position to give, because they know well how to respond with
generosity. How many examples of sharing are before our eyes! The poor often teach us about
solidarity and sharing. True, they may be people who lack some things, often many things, including
the bare necessities, yet they do not lack everything, for they retain the dignity of God's children that
nothing and no one can take away from them.

7. For this reason, a different approach to poverty is required. This is a challenge that governments and
world institutions need to take up with a farsighted social model capable of countering the new forms
of poverty that are now sweeping the world and will decisively affect coming decades. If the poor are
marginalized, as if they were to blame for their condition, then the very concept of democracy is
jeopardized and every social policy will prove bankrupt. With great humility, we should confess that
we are often incompetent when it comes to the poor. We talk about them in the abstract; we stop at
statistics and we think we can move people’s hearts by filming a documentary. Poverty, on the
contrary, should motivate us to creative planning, aimed at increasing the freedom needed to live a life
of fulfilment according to the abilities of each person. It is an illusion, which we should reject, to think
that freedom comes about and grows through the possession of money. Serving the poor effectively
moves us into action and makes it possible to find the most suitable ways of raising and promoting this
part of humanity that all too often is anonymous and voiceless, but which has imprinted on it the face
of the Saviour who asks for our help.

8. “The poor you will always have with you” (Mk 14:7). This is a summons never to lose sight of
every opportunity to do good. Behind it, we can glimpse the ancient biblical command: “If one of your
brothers and sisters... is in need, you shall not harden your heart nor close your hand to them in their
need. Instead, you shall open your hand to them and freely lend them enough to meet their need...
When you give to them, give freely and not with ill will; for the Lord, your God, will bless you for this
in all your works and undertakings. For the needy will never be lacking in the land...” (Deut 15:7-8,
10-11). In a similar vein, the Apostle Paul urged the Christians of his communities to come to the aid
of the poor of the first community of Jerusalem and to do so “without sadness or compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:7). It is not a question of easing our conscience by giving alms, but of
opposing the culture of indifference and injustice we have created with regard to the poor.

In this context, we do well to recall the words of Saint John Chrysostom: “Those who are generous
should not ask for an account of the poor’s conduct, but only improve their condition of poverty and
satisfy their need. The poor have only one plea: their poverty and the condition of need in which they
find themselves. Do not ask anything else of them; but even if they are the most wicked persons in the
world, if they lack the necessary nourishment, let us free them from hunger. ... The merciful are like a
harbour for those in need: the harbour welcomes and frees from danger all those who are shipwrecked;
whether they are evildoers, good persons, or whatever they may be, the harbour shelters them within
its inlet. You, too, therefore, when you see on land a man or a woman who has suffered the shipwreck
of poverty, do not judge, do not ask for an account of their conduct, but deliver them from their
misfortune” (Discourses on the Poor Man Lazarus, II, 5).

9. It is crucial that we grow in our awareness of the needs of the poor, which are always changing, as
are their living conditions. Today, in fact, in the more economically developed areas of the world,
people are less willing than in the past to confront poverty. The state of relative affluence to which we
have become accustomed makes it more difficult to accept sacrifices and deprivation. People are ready
to do anything rather than to be deprived of the fruits of easy gain. As a result, they fall into forms of
resentment, spasmodic nervousness and demands that lead to fear, anxiety and, in some cases,
violence. This is no way to build our future; those attitudes are themselves forms of poverty which we
cannot disregard. We need to be open to reading the signs of the times that ask us to find new ways of
being evangelizers in the contemporary world. Immediate assistance in responding to the needs of the




poor must not prevent us from showing foresight in implementing new signs of Christian love and
charity as a response to the new forms of poverty experienced by humanity today.

It is my hope that the celebration of the World Day of the Poor, now in its fifth year, will grow in our
local Churches and inspire a movement of evangelization that meets the poor personally wherever they
may be. We cannot wait for the poor to knock on our door; we need urgently to reach them in their
homes, in hospitals and nursing homes, on the streets and in the dark corners where they sometimes
hide, in shelters and reception centres. It is important to understand how they feel, what they are
experiencing and what their hearts desire. Let us make our own the heartfelt plea of Father Primo
Mazzolari: “I beg you not to ask me if there are poor people, who they are and how many of them
there are, because | fear that those questions represent a distraction or a pretext for avoiding a clear
appeal to our consciences and our hearts... | have never counted the poor, because they cannot be
counted: the poor are to be embraced, not counted” (“Adesso” n. 7 — 15 April 1949). The poor are
present in our midst. How evangelical it would be if we could say with all truth: we too are poor,
because only in this way will we truly be able to recognize them, to make them part of our lives and an
instrument of our salvation.
Pope Francis
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 13 June 2021, Memorial of Saint Anthony of Padua

XIll.  NEWS FROM THE CATHOLIC WORLD

Caritas Internationalis launches Covid-19 appeal for India: June 14, 2021

Donations sought as India passes 29.5 million cases amid a desperate shortage of medical facilities and
staff.

Caritas Internationalis, the confederation of Catholic charities around the world, has launched a new
appeal for donations to help people in India reeling from a deadly second wave of Covid-19.

The appeal came as India passed 29.5 million coronavirus cases and over 374,000 deaths while
recording more than 300,000 daily cases for weeks. Caritas Internationalis released a video
documentary featuring testimony from Jacob, a Caritas staff member from Dindigul in southern India’s
Tamil Nadu state who emotionally describes the extreme plight of local communities with images of
sick people gasping for life as they undergo treatment.

He also narrates how Caritas and church groups have been struggling to help people amid an acute
shortage of resources including a lack of medical facilities and staff in hospitals. Aloysius John,
secretary-general of Caritas Internationalis, has praised dedicated Caritas staff like Jacob who are
rendering great service despite extreme difficulties. "This is what Caritas does: give everything
without hesitation,” John said. Caritas Internationalis wants to keep its promise to be in solidarity with
the most affected and all people in need. “And this is what Jacob and all the other staff members and
volunteers of Caritas India do every day: distribute food, masks, disinfectants and assist doctors even
at the risk of their own lives, even when the situation becomes more complex every day and it seems
that there is no hope.”

John noted that Caritas India launched an immediate humanitarian response to the pandemic, and
thanks to the support of thousands of benefactors, it was possible to set up 28 first-level treatment
centers and 58 second-level centers where 2,384 patients were helped by Caritas medical assistants.
Caritas India has also deployed many volunteers known as Covid Samaritans who support the needy
by offering medical care, oxygen support, convalescence aid and comfort to lonely people.

The agency has also distributed more than 35,000 masks, 35,000 food kits and 22,000 medical Kits.
"Caritas Internationalis wants to keep its promise to be in solidarity with the most affected and all
people in need,” John said. Last month, when India made global headlines due to its deadly second
coronavirus wave, Father Paul Moonjely, executive director of Caritas India, appealed for global
solidarity to respond to the crisis.

“The situation is so grim. People are flooding to the hospitals; the hospitals have no beds and people
are just dying. Our frontline health workers and volunteers are working round the clock to keep up
with the pace of health measures,” Father Moonjely said. “Furnaces have melted down from overuse
and additional funeral platforms are being built outside. Such are the heart-breaking messages and
haunting images that highlight the terrible second wave of the coronavirus pandemic raging through
the country. The Church in India has lost many of its faithful laity and religious brothers and sisters in
their pursuit to serve the distressed population.”

Following the appeal, Caritas and church groups from various parts of the world responded with
donations. Caritas Humanitarian Aid and Relief Initiatives Singapore (CHARIS) raised more than
S$300,000 (US$224,556) to provide monetary aid and supplies to India.




Caritas and Catholic charities from various corners of the globe including Caritas Australia have also
launched appeals to help India.

Robert Schuman, father of European unity, on path to Sainthood: 19 June 2021

Pope Francis has authorized the promulgation of a Decree advancing the causes for canonization of
European statesman Robert Schuman, as well as ten Polish nuns martyred by Soviet troops at the end
of World War Il. The heroic virtues of a number of other holy men and women were also officially
recognized. The Church has recognised the heroic virtues of Robert Schuman, one of the founding
fathers of European unity, thus according him the title “Venerable.”

At an audience for the Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, Cardinal Marcello
Semeraro, Pope Francis authorized the dicastery to promulgate the Decree advancing his cause, along
with the causes of four other Venerables and eleven future Blesseds, including ten martyred Polish
nuns, who were killed in odium Fidei (in hatred of the Faith) in Poland in 1945 during the invasion by
Soviet troops.

Schuman: Politics as mission and service

Robert Schuman (1886-1963) was a French Catholic committed to politics — understood as a mission
and a service, and as an act of obedience to God's will —who lived in prayer and was nourished by the
daily Eucharist. He was arrested and imprisoned by the Gestapo from 14 September 1940 to 12 April
1941. He managed to escape and lived in hiding until the end of the war, taking refuge mainly in
convents and monasteries. At the end of the war, he was elected to the Constituent Assembly of France
in 1945 and 1946. As a member of parliament, he took on important roles in the French government:
Minister of Finance, Prime Minister, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Minister of Justice, becoming a
moral point of reference for the country and working for the creation of a common system of economic
and social growth. Together with Konrad Adenauer and Alcide De Gasperi, he is considered one of the
founding fathers of a united Europe. Their work led to the Treaty of Rome of 25 March 1957, which
established the European Economic Community. In 1958 he was elected by acclamation as the first
President of the new European Parliament. The following year he was struck down by a severe form of
cerebral sclerosis. Unable to continue his work, he was appointed honorary president of the European
Parliamentary Assembly. He died in Scy-Chazelles (France) on 4th September 1963, at the age of 77.

Ten Sisters martyred during the Soviet occupation in Poland

With the recognition of their martyrdom, ten religious of the Congregation of the Sisters of St
Elizabeth, who were killed in Poland during the Soviet occupation at the end of the Second World
War, are set to be beatified. Nine are Polish: Paschalina Jahn, Maria Edelburgis Kubitzki, Maria
Rosaria Schilling, Maria Adela Schramm, Maria Sabina Thienel, Maria Sapientia Heymann, Maria
Adelheidis Topfer, Maria Melusja Rybka, Maria Acutina Goldberg. Maria Felicitas Ellmerer was born
in Germany. They were all brutally murdered by Red Army soldiers in different places, between
February and May 1945, while carrying out their service of caring for the sick and elderly. One of
them, Sr Maria Rosaria Schilling, was raped by about 30 soldiers and killed the next day. The Soviet
military's rage against the nuns manifested their hatred of the faith and in particular of Catholics.
Indoctrinated with an atheist and Marxist culture, they used rape as a weapon of humiliation against
those wearing the religious habit. Aware of the risks they were running, none of the sisters was willing
to abandon their mission at the side of their people. The faithful immediately considered them martyrs.
Their tombs are still visited by many pilgrims.

Father Jeningen, soul of the Marian Shrine of Schonenberg

Among those who will be beatified is German Jesuit priest Johann Philipp Jeningen, who lived in the
17th century (1642-1704) and succeeded in transforming a small chapel dedicated to the Mother of
God on the hill of Schonenberg in the Duchy of Wirttemberg into a popular Marian shrine, the
destination of many pilgrimages.

One priest and three nuns among new Venerables

Among the other Venerables are: Italian priest Severino Fabriani, founder of the Congregation of the
Daughters of Providence for Deaf-mutes (1792-1857); Russian nun Angela Rosa Godecka, founder of
the Congregation of the Little Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (1861-1937), with the charism
of caring for factory workers; Italian nun Orsola Donati, of the Congregation of the Minimal Sisters of
Our Lady of Sorrows (1849-1935); and Spanish nun Maria Stella di Gesu, of the Congregation of the
Religious of Mary Immaculate (1899-1982).

Pope to grant Plenary Indulgences on World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly : 22 June
2021




On the occasion of the First World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly, Pope Francis grants Plenary
Indulgences to grandparents, the elderly and all the faithful who participate “motivated by a true spirit
of penance and charity.”

In a note released on Tuesday, The Apostolic Penitentiary explains that “in order to increase the
devotion of the faithful and for the salvation of souls,” grandparents, the elderly and the faithful will be
able to obtain a Plenary Indulgence on the First World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly to be
celebrated on 25 July 2021.

The note says that the Pope has granted this possibility after having listened to the request presented by
Cardinal Kevin Farrell, Prefect of the Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life, marking the establishment
of the World Day that will be observed every year on the fourth Sunday of the month of July.

During solemn celebrations

The Plenary Indulgence will be granted under the usual conditions: sacramental confession,
Eucharistic communion and prayer, according to the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff during the
solemn celebration he will preside over in St. Peter’s Basilica or at the various functions that will be
held throughout the world.

Visiting elderly in need

“This Court of Mercy also grants the Plenary Indulgence on this same day to the faithful who devote
adequate time to actually or virtually visiting their elderly brothers and sisters in need or in difficulty
(such as the sick, the abandoned, the disabled and other similar cases),” the note reads.

Through the media

Signed by the Major Penitentiary, Cardinal Mauro Piacenza, and by the Regent, Kryztof Nykiel, the
note says the Plenary Indulgence may also be granted to those who are unable to leave their homes for
serious reasons and “unite themselves spiritually to the sacred functions of the World Day, offering to
the Merciful God their prayers, pains or sufferings of their lives, especially during the transmission,
through the means of television and radio, but also through the new means of social communication.”
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