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Solemnity, of the AscensionoIth EOTL I ISRISRII 2]

IFIEAST OF ASCENSION

of LORD JESUS CHRIST

“BEHOLD,
1 AM WITH YOU
ALWAYS, EVEN
TO THE END OF
THE AGE.”

- Matthew 28:20

Inter Nos extends prayerful wishes and cordial greetings to
our beloved Bishop, Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen
on his 42" Ordination Day Anniversary (07.05.1979)




Palm Sunday service at Sacred Hearts' Cathedral, Tuticorin (28.03.2021)

Easter Vlgll at Sacred Hearts Cathedral Pastoral Visit & Confirmation
Tuticorin (03.04.2021) at Chmthamam Parish (05.04.2021)




Inter Nos

May - 2021

PAPAL INTENTION FOR MAY, 2021
Universal Intention : The World of Finance

Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work with governments to regulate the
financial sphere and protect citizens from its dangers.

1. OUR BISHOP SPEAKS :

Dear Fathers, sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus,

Amiable greetings to all!. In a few days’ time we would celebrate the feast o
of Pentecost which speaks of the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the :
disciples, the gift of tongues, the discourse of Peter and the formation of the
first Christian church.

X
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According to Lohse, Pentecost is the birth day of the universal church (Acts

;

rf !
2). The Spirit of the Lord whom we adore and worship as God reveals the !4 r;l a . D

absolute truth and inspires us to be truthful. The Bible describes him as the = _

Spirit of truth who guides us to all truth. The Spirit of truth (John 14 /7, 15/26,16/13) dwells in the
apostles. (14/17) and it is not known by the world. This Spirit is sent both by the father and Jesus
(14/24,26; 15/27). He remains for ever (4/16) and reveals who Jesus is (14/26; 16/13). To
understand what truth signifies, continues to be non exhaustive.

In John truth has a specific Christian force. Truth that Jesus presents is something that can be
known, and it liberates people from sin (John 8 /32, 34). Truth is also seen as synonym with the
words of God. Jesus has come to witness this truth. The Gospel states that the spirit which Jesus
sends is the spirit of truth who will teach the disciples all truth. According to the Great biblical
scholar Bultmann truth is the divinely revealed reality of God, manifested in the words and the
person of Jesus Christ. He is the ultimate and Supreme truth. Without this truth man is ignorant and
deceived. It sums up that God alone is truth. This reflects the idea of God spoken in Hinduism that
God alone is real and the rest is Maya.

Hence it is clear that Father, Son and the Holy Spirit reveal nothing but the truth one who loves the
truth is saved. God's love has been poured in our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given
to us (Romans 5/5). Holy Spirit, love, truth and life according to the scripture, are interconnected.
He has been profusely mentioned and his Being is deeply analysed and expounded in a magnificent
way in the New Testament.

Let us allow ourselves to be touched, animated and guided by the Holy Spirit to be strong witnesses
to Jesus who is life, love and truth.




Happy feast of Pentecost.

The reunion of priests is an event to be reckoned with. We recognized the service and contributions
of the jubilarians namely Frs. Xavier Marian and X.D. Selvaraj (50 yrs) ; Frs. Karunaya Xavier and
S. M. Sahayam (25 yrs). All spoke very well of them. They are noted for their commitments and
love for the Diocese. All the priests were happy about them. The priests who participated in the
reunion were friendly. Although some heated conversations emerged, they evaporated because of
the nice guidance of our priests. It was a free sharing which helps us to build up our fraternity and
brotherhood.

I am really satisfied with my pastoral visit to 3 parishes. Fr. Arputha Xavier, Fr. Viniston and Fr.
Stan have prepared the people wonderfully well to receive their pastor. | was very much touched
when the people were freely talking to me without any hesitation. | gained a lot of experience in
conversing with them. | have come to know their aspirations such as the love for the word of God,
spiritual nourishment, and social developments. Their life seems to be very simple.

They don't have much ambition to possess many things. May God bless them. | thank the Lord for
this encounter and enrichment | experienced after having met them.

I congratulate Fr. Nazarene for the rare work of constructing the towers in the parish church of T.
Saveriarpuram. May God bless him and the parish people.

Most Rev .Dr. A. Stephen
Bishop of Tuticorin

I11. BISHOP’S PROGRAMME FOR MAY 2021 : (Provisional)

Date Time Day Programme

02.05.2021 11.30 am | Sun Kallikulam

04.05.2021 11.00 am | Tue Uvari

5.00 pm Kootapanai

05.05.2021 Personal Day

07.05.2021 11.00 am Alanthalali

08.05.2021 10.00 am Marian Congress - OLS Tuticorin

09.05.2021

Pastoral Visit - Tharuvaikulam

10.05.2021

Final Vows - Chennai

12.05.2021

Personal Day

13.05.2021

Pastoral Council - Mannarpuram

Flag Hoisting - Kuthenkuzhi

14.05.2021

Blessed Devasahayam - Vadakkankulam

15 - 16.05.2021

Sat & Sun

Velankanni

17.05.2021

Mon

St. Antony’s Church, Palayamkottai

Ordination at Cathedral




18.05.2021

Personal Day

19.05.2021

9.30 am

Poondi

20.05.2021

10.30 am

St. Ann’s, Crawford - Trichy

22.05.2021

6.00 pm

Veerakurichi - Tanjore

23.05.2021

5.30 pm

Vespers - Kavalkinaru

24.05.2021

5.30 am

11.00 am

Feast - Kavalkinaru

First Vows - Trichy

25.05.2021

6.30 am

10.00 am

Diaconate Ordination - Bishop Chapel

Pastoral Council - Bishop House

26.05.2021

Personal Day

29.05.2021

7.00 am
11.30 am

Malayankulam
Amalinagar

30.05.2021

9.30 am

6.00 pm

Confirmation at OLS, Tuticorin

Vespers - Perumanal

31.05.2021

6.00 am

Feast & Confirmation - Perumanal

IV. AD MULTOS ANNOS!

Internos wishes God’s choicest blessings on our Bishop Emeritus, Most Rev. Dr. Yvon Ambroise,
on his Episcopal Ordination Day on 18 May, 2021.

On your Ordination anniversary Day

Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen
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Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
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Stanley J.

Xavier Arulraj

John Benson

Venice Kumar

Lerin De Rose
Maria Valan

Joseph Isidore
Yogaraj J. T.
Augustine J. B
Udayakumar X.
Lazar

Prathiban Liphonse
Kishok

Antony Titus Roshan
Gracis Michael A. F.
Joseph Rathinaraj A.
Maria Arasu

Sahaya Justin
Selvan D. Fdo.

07.05.1979
01.05.2006
02.05.1988
02.05.1992
02.05.1995
02.05.1999
02.05.1999
03.05.1989
03.05.1998
03.05.1992
03.05.1992
03.05.2001
03.05.2004
03.05.2004
03.05.2006
03.05.2006
03.05.2006
03.05.2006
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03.05.2006

My God, | give You my
heart, and since You are
so0 good as to give me
another day, give me the
grace that everything 1 do
will be for Your honor and
the salvation of my soul.

- St. John Vianney




. Beschi

. Rajan S.

. Vasanthan F.

. Ambrose P.

. Sylvestor J.

. Jesuraj .

. Amaladas Ignatius

. Edward J.

. Joseph Ravi Balan

. James Peter S.

. Franklin Fernando

. Dominic Arul Valan
. Arul Kumar J.

. Amalan I.

. Martin Kumar E.

. Paulraj S.

. Valan Sundar

. Jeya Anto Churchill
. Athanasius Joe C.

. Albert Stephen Thilaha Raja S.

. Joseph Rolington Fernando G.
. Selva George

. Aloysius

. Denis Vaiz

. Selvan Charles M.

. Amalraj R.

. John Suresh

. Jeyakumar

. A. Jockim Xavier Dasan HGN
. Benjamin De Souza

. Reyosil Peppy

. Irudayasamy M.

. Kingsly

. Rajan K.

. Antony Michael Rayappan A.
. Santhiago R.

. Viniston V.

. Batric Antony Vijayan

. Antony Dominic Amalraj S.
. Michael Jegadish

. Remigius S. Leon

. Peter Paul

. Sahayam J.

. Rayappan P.

. Cedric Peeris

. Amalraj Susai SDB

. James Selvaraj

. Loyola De Rose A.

.Rex A. J.

. Martin Manuel

. Joseph G.

. Irudayaraj Fernando F.

03.05.2009
03.05.2009
03.05.2009
03.05.2015
03.05.2015
03.05.2016
04.05.1969
04.05.1986
04.05.1986
04.05.1986
04.05.1997
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04.05.2001
05.05.1998
05.05.2019
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06.05.1990
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06.05.1990
06.05.1990
06.05.1997
06.05.1999
06.05.1999
06.05.2003
06.05.2014
07.05.2001
07.05.2004
07.05.1998
07.05.2015
07.05.2015
07.05.2015
07.05.2015
07.05.2015
07.05.2015
07.05.2015
08.05.1994
08.05.1994
08.05.2001
08.05.2001
08.05.2001
09.05.1976
09.05.1987
09.05.1989
11.05.1986
11.05.1988
11.05.1988
11.05.1988
11.05.1988
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Sahayam S.M.

William M.

Anto Manoj Kumar
Jesuraja G.

Xavier Kingston

Infant E.

Kirupakaran A. S.
Joseph Ladislaus
Susilan

Francis Christuraja
Jesu Durai Johnson
Maria John Costa
Bruno Moduthagam
Julians Marlan Joshi
Gnanapragasam OCD
Promildon Lobo
Visenthi Sahaya Ubertus
Sahayaraj Rayan

Anbu Selvan D. C.
Stephen Mariadas
Deva Navamani M.
Bensicar

M. Aquinas OCD
Ranjith Kumar Cardoza
Arul Prabaharan A. (Prabhu)
Sahaya Antony Titus
Anto Justin

Soosai Raja A.

Reynold J. Missier
Jeyanthan A.

V. HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Best wishes to you dear Fathers!
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Fr.
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Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
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David Sahaya Valan
Athanasius Joe C.
Promildon Lobo
Victor T.

Denis Vaiz
Gnanapragasam OCD
Amaladas U.

Joseph Rathinaraj A.
Antony Dominic Amalraj S.
Selvaraj X.D.
Jackson M. Arul
Irudaya Raja M.
Xavier George G.
Pratheep R.

Maria John Costa
Bensicar

12.05.1996
12.05.2004
12.05.2016
12.05.2016
12.05.2016
12.05.2017
13.05.1981
13.05.1981
13.05.2004
13.05.2015
13.05.2015
14.05.1992
14.05.1992
14.05.2004
15.05.2012
17.05.1992
17.05.2009
19.05.1999
19.05.1999
19.05.2017
21.05.1984
21.05.2003
21.05.2010
22.05.2003
24.05.2015
24.05.2015
24.05.2017
25.05.1983
25.05.1983
31.05.2017

01.05.1977
02.05.1990
05.05.1966
07.05.1946
08.05.1964
09.05.1983
10.05.1947
10.05.1978
11.05.1985
13.05.1944
13.05.1970
14.05.1955
15.05.1947
15.05.1980
16.05.1964
18.05.1976

OUR[LORD]WISHES YOU

A VERY BLESSED BIRTHBAY, WITH
LTS OFLOVE]




Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr

. Martin Manuel

. Arul Dhanaseelan

. Peter Pastian

. Pushparayar Daniel SDB
. Antony Suresh

. Robin Stanly

VI.NECROLOGY
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Rev.
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Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

VII.

Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Fr

Fr.
Fr.

Fr

. Antony M. S.

. Francis S.

. Jesu Arulappan S.

. Cruz Marian

. Amaladas Victoria

. Perianayagam
Siluvai

Victor M. G.
Venantius Fernando
Antony S. Fernando
Oswald V.P.

. Christian Fernando
Francis G.
Thanasekar

. Viladmir Rayen

CONDOLENCES:

22.05.1962
23.05.1971
24.05.1982
25.05.1979
26.05.1956
29.05.1982

02.05.2010
03.05.2010
04.05.2007
04.05.2014
05.05.1969
10.05.1962
11.05.1925
12.05.2019
16.05.1989
16.05.1994
20.05.2013
21.05.1962
23.05.2004
27.05.2013
29.05.2000

THEREFORE WE ARE BURIED WITH
HIM BY BAPTISM INTO DEATH THAT
LIKE AS CHRIST WAS RAISED UP
FROM THE DEAD BY THE GLORY CF
THE FATHER, EVEN SO WE ALSO
SHOULD WALK IN NEWNESS CF LIFE.

e — T

ROMANS 6:4

<

. To Rev. Fr. Xavier George A.:

Mr. Michael Johnson, beloved elder brother of Rev. Fr. A. Xavier George (Chieti, Italy)
expired on 31.03.2021, Wednesday at the age of 55. His funeral was held on 01.04.2021,
Thursday at 11.00 a.m. in St. Antony’s Church, Maduravoyal, Chennai.

Our heartfelt condolences to Rev. Fr. Xavier George A. and to all the members of the bereaved
family! Let us offer our prayers for the repose of the departed soul! May the departed soul rest
in Peace!

. To St. Joseph Charity Institute, Adaikalapuram:

We are very sad to inform you of the demise of Bro. Maria Antony Ajith, 24 years. He was
born on 30.11.1996. He passed away on 01.04.2021, Thursday. His Funeral was held in the
evening on the same day (01.04.2021), at Inigo Nagar.

Inter Nos offers its condolences in a special way to the members of the bereaved family. May
his soul rest in peace!

. REV.FR. LEO JEYASEELAN:
We are very sad to inform you of the demise of REV. FR. LEO JEYASEELAN, 72 years. He
was born on 11.04.1949 and was ordained a priest on 04.06.1980. He passed away on




18.04.2021, Sunday. His Funeral Mass was held on 19.04.2021, Monday, at 3.00 p.m. in St.
Joseph’s Church, Kootapuli.

Inter Nos offers its condolences in a special way to the members of the bereaved family. Let us
offer three Masses for the repose of the departed soul. May the soul of the zealous priest rest in
peace!

. To Rev. Fr. Reynold J. Missier:

Mr. Alfred Missier, beloved elder brother of Rev. Fr. Reynold J. Missier, expired on
11.04.2021, Sunday at the age of 71. His funeral was held on 12.11.2021, Monday at 3.30 p.m.
in Lionstown.

Our heartfelt condolences to Rev. Fr. Reynold J. Missier and to all the members of the bereaved
family! Let us offer our prayers for the repose of the departed soul! May the departed soul rest
in Peace!

. To Rev. Fr. Franklin Fernando:
Mrs. Rexline Fernando, beloved eldest sister of Rev. Fr. Franklin Fernando expired on
27.04.2021, Tuesday morning at the age of 56. Her funeral rites were held on the same day
(27.04.2021) at 11.00 a.m. at St. Joseph’s Church, Eral.

Our heartfelt condolences to Rev. Fr. Franklin Fernando and to all the members of the bereaved
family! Let us offer our prayers for the repose of the departed soul! May the departed soul rest
in Peace!

VIIl. NOTIFICATION FROM THE DIOCESAN CURIA

. From the Vicar General’s Office:
i. Fathers kindly send the following information to the office of the Chancellor for the sake of
communication:
a) Your Whatsapp number
b) Your SMS contact number
c) Your Email ID

ii. There will be NO Monthly Recollection for the month of May 2021.

Msgr. Panneerselvam N. A.
Chancellor

2. From the Chancellor’s Office:

The Priestly Ordination anniversary of our beloved Bishop Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen
falls on 07.05.2021 [42™ Anniversary]. Let us wish him God’s choicest blessings on his
mission to the flock entrusted to his care and concern.

Rev. Fr. Sagaya Loudrin
Chancellor




. From the Financial Administrator’s Office:

Dear Rev.Fathers,

As the number of Covid-19 cases and the death rates are also on increase day by day, let us
all become more cautious and follow the instructions of the government.

Gentle Reminder

As per the taxation norms and rules and the decision of the General body during the
re-union, all the institutions and parishes are expected to have the auditing every year.
I would like to inform you that the dates for the auditing for the year 2020-2021 will be
intimated to you soon. Kindly prepare yourselves in advance for the auditing.

As per the order of the Government, GST has to be filed on or before 10™ of every month.
So, | request you dear fathers (parishes, institutions and commissions) not to accumulate the
statement of accounts of two or three months or more, instead, submit the statement of
accounts on or before 5™ of every month.

Financial Administrator Office’ Holidays for the month of May
May 1, Saturday - May Day
May 14, Friday - Ramzan

Parish Contributions:

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church ,Sathankulam for April 2021
Annai Velankanni Church , State Bank Colony for March 2021
Arockia Matha Church, Adaikalapuram for March 2021
Infant Jesus Shrine, Caldwell colony, Tuticorin for March 2021
Our Lady of Fatima ,Fatima Nagar, Tuticorin for April 2021
Sacred Hearts' Cathedral, Tuticorin for March & April 2021
Sahaya Annai Church, Harbour Estate, Tuticorin for Jan to March 2021
St. Antony's Church , Azhagappapuram for April 2021
St. Charles'Church for April 2021
St.Thomas' Church , VV.Patnam for Feb 2021
St.Xavier's Church, T. Saveriarpuram for Jan 2021 to March 2021

Shrine Contributions:
Holy Redeemer's church ,Thisayanvilai for March 2021
Church of SS. Peter & Paul, Alanthalai for March & April 2021
Our Lady of Snows Shrine, T. Kallikulam for Feb & March 2021
Our Lady of Snows Basilica , Tuticorin for March 2021
Sacred Heart Church , Kavalkinaru for Feb 2021
St. Antony's Shrine , Thappathi for March 2021
St. Antony's Shrine , Tuticorin




St. Antony's Shrine , Uvari for March 2021

30000

Thiru Kalyana Matha Shrine, Pothakalanvilai for March 2021

15000

Total 172000

Rev. Fr. S. M. Sahayam
Financial Administrator

IX. INFORMATION FROM THE PASTORAL COMMISSIONS:
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X. IN MEMORIAM:

Birth: 24.05.1957 Death: 26.03.2021

Ordination: 17.05.1984

Fr. Victor Solomon was born on 24-05-1957 at Sethukkuvaithan. His parents were Mr Viahappan
and Ms Viahammal. He had his initial education at St Xavier’s Primary School and St Xavier’s
Middle School, both at his native village Sethukkuvaithan. He completed his High School education
at St Xavier’s High School, Tuticorin and scored his SSLC in 1974. He pursued his Pre-University
Course (PUC) at Kamaraj College, Tuticorin in 1975.

After completing his Primary and Middle School education at his native village, he was selected for
priestly formation in 1971. He was admitted in LFS and pursued his high school education and
PUC from there while being formed to be a priest.

In 1975, he was sent to the regional seminary (St Peter’s) at Madurai (archbishop’s house campus)
for one year of initiation course. After completing it successfully, he was sent to St Paul’s
Seminary where he completed Philosophy and Theology. He did his regency at Anaikarai
(Nanguneri) in 1979-1980, between Philosophy and Theology.




He was ordained priest on 17-05-1984 at Tuticorin for the diocese of Tuticorin. He spent three
years as assistant parish priest at three places, namely, OLS - Tuticorin (1984-1985),
Azhzgappapuram (1985-1986) and Idinthakarai (1986-1987).

Afterwards he has been parish priest at eleven parishes. They were:

(1) Kootapanai (1987-1992); (2) Eral - Othasai Matha (1992-1993); (3) Kombady (1993-1998); (4)
Duraikudiyiruppu (1998-2002); (5) Pathinathapuram - St Benedict (2002-2003); (6) Nanguneri
(2003-2008); (7) Pushpavanam (2008-2009); (8) Barbarammalpuram (2009-2015); (9) Poochikadu
(2015-2019); (10) North Meenavankulam (2019-2020) and (11) Kadakulam (2020-2021).

It is clear from the above list that he has served quite long periods in many parishes. He was a
loving and loveable pastor catering to the pastoral needs of his parishioners.

We had the opportunity to be together for eight academic years, starting from the year of initiation
at Madurai till the completion of our seminary formation - both philosophy and theology in
Tiruchirappalli.

Victor Solomon possessed some admirable qualities which are noteworthy.

First of all, he used to be a silent person, somewhat like St Joseph, not placing himself at the
forefront in any matter. In group meetings and discussions, he would be the last person to give
suggestions. Most times his suggestions would be new and practical. But he never pushed his
suggestions to be accepted. When they were not taken sufficient care of, he used to be silent again.

Secondly, we were taken up by his commitment. He was suffering with asthma and the months
from November to February each year were posing terrible challenge to his health. But he never
absented from classes and spiritual exercises. On those cold days, he used to cover himself with a
shawl or blanket and engage himself in his studies. During the period of philosophical studies, he
was appointed the sacristan. To be a sacristan in a seminary like St Paul’s was a challenging
experience. One had to get up earlier than others and start the work to prepare for the liturgy of the
hours as well as of the Eucharist. He managed to do his job without any murmur or slackening. It
is also the case with external ministry. We used to go for teaching catechism on Sunday evenings.
He was taking up that task without fail even when he was suffering from his illness.

Thirdly, his commitment to justice was also noteworthy. Though he used to be silent mostly, he
never bypassed any kind of unfairness be it on the part of the students or the professors. He was
bold enough to call spade a spade. Even to his friends he used to point out their unfair actions.

Fourthly, his kindness and helping attitude were also remarkable. He could spend his time and
energy to help those in need at any time. | have an incident to mention that took place during his
tenure as the parish priest at Nanguneri. It was in 2006. A van, returning from Palayankottai after a
Jubilee celebration and heading towards Nagercoil, met with a major accident at the highway at
Nanguneri. It was on a Saturday afternoon. There were several fatalities. The dead bodies were
taken to the government hospital mortuary at Nanguneri. Fr. Victor Solomon heard about it and
arrived at the spot immediately. Since the following day was a Sunday, they said that the
postmortem would be done only on the following Monday, since the doctors would be on leave on
Sunday. But Fr. Victor Solomon called some of the doctors known to him and managed to do the
postmortem on Saturday and by Sunday itself get the bodies back for funeral on Sunday afternoon.
Fr. Victor Solomon himself came all the way to Nagercoil to attend the funeral.

Such a noble personality towards the last pace of his life developed renal failure. While on
treatment, we two of his seminary day friends had the opportunity to visit him. We could see in him
a longing for get alright and live to continue his services for the people and diocese. But God willed
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otherwise. God decided to call Fr. Victor Solomon to Himself and grant him his reward of eternal
life on 26 March 2021, during the season of Lent. May he rest in peace.

- Rev. Fr. R. Mary John, Diocese of Kuzhithurai

Birth: 11.04.1949
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Xill. WELCOME TO THE NEW NUNCIO:




Hearty welcome to Archbishop Leopoldo Girelli, who is the new Apostolic
Nuncio to India named by Pope Francis on 13 March 2021. The Bishop,
Priests, Religious and Laity of the Diocese of Tuticorin happily welcome
and offer prayerful support to the New Nuncio. We wish him God’s
choicest blessings in the new assignment.

XIl. NEWS FROM THE CATHOLIC WORLD

Mar 29, 2021 (CNA) Indonesia’s Catholic bishops strongly condemn the Palm Sunday suicide
bombing.

Indonesia’s Catholic bishops have strongly condemned the Palm Sunday suicide bombing on the
Sacred Heart of Jesus Cathedral on the island of Sulawesi which injured at least 19 people. The two
attackers, who both died in the bombing, were believed to have been a part of the local Islamic State
affiliated group, Jamaah Ansharut Daulah (JAD), according to the national police chief.

Cardinal Ignatius Suharyo Hardjoatmodjo, the archbishop of Jakarta, told CNA on March 29 that
the injured victims of the cathedral bombing are hospitalized and recovering. He said that the attack
on the first day of Holy Week "shocked everybody in Indonesia, not only Catholics," noting that
"leaders of all religious communities ... condemned the brutal violence."

"After the suicide bomb, the government has assured us Catholics, and Christians in general, that
Holy Week services can be carried out as planned - with a security guarantee from the government,”
Cardinal Suharyo said. "We all pray that we can celebrate this Holy Week peacefully and that all
Indonesian - not only Catholics - experience the peace Jesus Christ brings us."

The Indonesian bishops’ conference’s Commission for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs,
issued a statement signed by its chairman, Bishop Yohanes Harun Yuwono of Tanjungkarang,
following the March 28 bombing. “The suicide bombing is not only the concern of Catholics but
also the concern of the entire nation and the Indonesian state,” Bishop Yuwono said in the statement
published by Aid to the Church in Need.

“We strongly condemn the suicide bombing that disgraced human dignity, destroyed the values of
humanity, and added to the long list of terrorism incidents in the nation that we love.” The leader of
the bishops’ interreligious dialogue commission for the world’s most populous Muslim-majority
nation prayed that the Lord will grant “peace and protection to all.” “We hope that the incident will
not harm or weaken the relationships which have so far been intensively built, maintained, and
developed by religious followers,” the bishop said.

Indonesia is home to the Nahdlatul Ulama movement, the largest independent Muslim organization
in the world, which is committed to developing a theological framework for a reformed
“humanitarian Islam” that rejects the concepts of caliphate, Sharia law, and “kafir” (infidels). Hodri
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Ariev, an Indonesian Muslim leader within the Nahdlatul Ulama movement, told CNA that
“eliminating the theology behind this bombing will require serious effort and extensive cooperation
between ulama (Islamic scholars) and the government” in Indonesia.

Indonesian President Joko Widodo condemned “acts of terrorism” following Sunday’s attack and
said that he had ordered the chief of police to “thoroughly investigate the perpetrators’ networks
and uncover the networks to their roots” “I invite all members of society to jointly fight terrorism
and radicalism, which are against our religious values and noble values as a nation that upholds
divine values and upholds the values of diversity,” he said in a statement at the Bogor Presidential
Palace, West Java.

The president also promised that the state would cover all medical bills for the victims wounded in
the explosion and urged the public to remain calm as they continued to attend places of worship.
The bombing occurred at the side gate of the Catholic cathedral of Makassar, the capital city of
South Sulawesi province, as church-goers were exiting the cathedral at the start of Holy Week.

April 21, 2021 : Covid-19 claims seven Catholic priests in Indian state of Gujarat

Seven Catholic priests have died of Covid-19 in the space of four days in India’s Gujarat state, one
of the worst-hit areas where government and private hospitals are adding more beds as infections
spiral out of control. In one day, April 19, Gujarat reported as many as 7,107 fresh coronavirus
cases and 177 deaths. The death toll has reached 5,494 since the pandemic hit the western state last
year.

Father Pascal Jacob Ninama of Baroda Diocese is the latest victim. The 56-year-old died on the

morning of April 20. Father Paulraj Napoleon of the same diocese died of the virus on April 17. The
other priests to have died in Gujarat were three Jesuits - Fathers Jerry Sequeira, Jesuraj Arputham
and Erwin Lazarado - Carmelites of Mary Immaculate Father John Fisher and Divine Word Father
Francis Rayyappan.

“All seven of them died of Covid-19 between April 16 and 20,” said Father Cedric Prakash, a Jesuit
social activist based in Ahmedabad, the state's largest city. “The situation here is very bad and
beyond imagination. You can see long queues in front of hospitals to get their sick admitted. You
can also see lines of dead bodies waiting to be cremated,” he told UCA News. The state lacks basic
facilities to take care of the poor and the middle class. The government “is in denial mode” and “not
sharing the real picture,” the priest said, sharing the common fear that the state's healthcare facilities
have collapsed, unable even to provide oxygen to care for the sick.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi was chief minister of his home state Gujarat for fourteen
years until 2014. While heading the state government, Modi touted Gujarat as a role model of
development in the country. In the run-up to general elections in 2014, Modi promised to
implement the Gujarat model across India to turn it into a prosperous nation. Modi’s critics claim
the state’s inability to deal with Covid-19 is proof that the so-called Gujarat model of development
was a media creation.

“The Gujarat model is nothing but media publicity. The state lacks basic facilities to take care of
the poor and the middle class,” Father Prakash said. “It is true some people under Modi became rich
and super-rich, but that does not mean that all the people of Gujarat have become wealthy.” Gujarat
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Deputy Chief Minister Nitin Patel, who is handling the health ministry, on April 18 admitted that
the state's infrastructure is stretched. “The present requirement of beds and other healthcare
facilities in the wake of the spike in coronavirus cases is more than the state administration’s
capacity,” he said.

Gujarat High Court also pulled up the state government for not sharing the actual data of the Covid-
19 crisis in the state. The court on April 16 asked the state government to release the actual figures
of tests conducted, the positivity rate and number of deaths. “Suppression and concealment of
accurate data would generate more serious problems, including fear, loss of trust and panic among
the public at large,” the court noted. The court observed that such trust would eventually “persuade
the public at large to strictly abide by the standard protocol of wearing masks in this grave
situation.”

24 April, 2021 Vatican News : Pope authorizes decrees regarding candidates to sainthood

Pope Francis authorizes the Congregation for the Causes of Saints to promulgate decrees
concerning the Canonization of an Italian religious, the martyrdom of 12 individuals, and the heroic
virtues of three lay people.

Pope Francis on Saturday received in audience Cardinal Marcello Semeraro, Prefect of the
Congregation for the Causes of the Saints. During the audience, the Holy Father confirmed the
conclusions of the Ordinary Session of the Cardinals and Bishops, members of the Congregation,
and decided to extend to the universal Church the cult of Blessed Margaret of Citta del Castello, of
the Third Order of Saint Dominic, born around 1287 in Metola, Italy, and died in Citta del Castello,
Italy, on 13 April 1320, inscribing her in the book of Saints (equipollent canonisation).

During the same audience, the Pope also authorised the Congregation to promulgate the degrees
regarding:

The martyrdom of the Servants of God Vicente Nicasio Renuncio Toribio and eleven companions
of the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, killed in hatred of the faith in Madrid, Spain, in
1936;

The heroic virtues of the Servant of God Pietro Marcellino Corradini, bishop of Frascati, Cardinal
of the Holy Roman Church, founder of the Congregation of the Collegine Sisters of the Holy
Family; born on 2 June 1658 in Sezze, Italy, and died in Rome, Italy on 8 February 1743;

The heroic virtues of the Servant of God Emanuele Stablum, professed religious of the
Congregation of the Sons of the Immaculate Conception; born on 10 June 1895 in Terzolas, Italy,
and died in Rome, Italy on 16 March 1950;

The heroic virtues of the Servant of God Maria de los Desamparados Portilla Crespo, layperson and
mother; born on 26 May 1925 in Valencia, Spain, and died in Madrid, Spain, on 10 May 1996;

The heroic virtues of the Servant of God Anfrosina Berardi, layperson; born on 6 December 1920 in
San Marco di Preturo, Italy, and died there on 13 March 1933.

April 26, 2021 Jesuits celebrate jailed Indian priest's 84th birthday.




Christian leaders and civil rights groups have repeated their demand for the release of jailed Indian
Jesuit priest Stan Swamy to mark his 84th birthday and 200th day in jail on April 26. Jesuits from
across the globe joined an online birthday celebration on April 25, praying for Father Swamy’s
health and long life. They also cut a cake to express their love and solidarity with him.

The priest, who suffers from age-related illnesses including Parkinson’s disease, was jailed on Oct.
9 last year, a day after he was arrested on charges of sedition and links with outlawed Maoist rebels.
Irudaya Swamy, his elder brother, joined other family members and parishioners of his home parish
Viragalur in Trichy Diocese in Tamil Nadu state. “We are with you, dear Father,” said Irudaya in a
trembling voice. “We will continue to pray for you.”

Other family members and parishioners also promised prayers and urged the government to release
him so that he can get better care at his advanced age. Rights groups say the charges are trumped up
as those detained have angered the government. Civil rights groups pasted posters across all major
cities in Tamil Nadu demanding the immediate release of the priest and 15 others detained with
him. “Yes, this is for the first time that we see a priest’s birthday is celebrated across the country
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and especially in Tamil Nadu,
based in Madurai.

said Father A. Santhanam, a Jesuit colleague of Father Swamy

Besides sedition and Maoist links, Father Swamy and others are accused of conspiring to organize a
violent incident in Bhima Koregaon village in Maharashtra on Jan. 1, 2018. The violence led to one
person dying and 20 being injured. A special court of the federal anti-terror National Investigation
Agency has denied the priest bail after postponing its judgment several times. He was also denied
bail on health grounds.
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Funeral of Rev. Fr. Leo Jeyaseelan (19.04.2021)
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Priests on 17 May 2021
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