The picture of Mary, who in the temple offers the
Son to God, speaks eloquently to tﬁe hearts of
the men and women who have made a total
offering of themselves to the Lord through the
vows of poverty, chastity and obedience for the
Kingdom of Heaven.

-Pope St. John Paul |l
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DIOCESE OF TUTICORIN

INTER NOS

FEBRUARY 2021

@)

Inter Nos extends prayerful wishes and cordial greetings to our
beloved Bishop, Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen on his 2nd Anniversary of
Episcopal Consecration (24.02.2021)

l. HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR THE MONTH:

Universal : Violence against women
We pray for women who are victims of violence, that they may be protected by society and have their
sufferings considered and heeded.

OUR BISHOP SPEAKS:

Lent, time of close relationship with the Lord

Dear Fathers, Sisters and Brothers,

The period of lent is normally considered as the time of renewal, revival
and conversion. While this explanation brings to our mind the profound teaching .
of the church and tradition, we need to analyse it from a different angle, namely,
journeying towards Easter: participating in the passion, death and resurrection of
our Lord and holding on to the theological virtue of faith, hope and charity.

It is certain that we already participate in the redemption awarded to us '
by the death of Christ. However, we should not let it disappear for want of fresh ~—
nourishment supplied by the Scripture and the church. We are often illuminated by the lights of
resurrection inspiring our thoughts, attitudes and decisions to follow Christ closely.

Lent is a time for believing, which signifies that we welcome God into our lives and allowing
his dwelling among us (Jn. 14:23). This is possible through Fasting. Fasting is a form of self-denial,
helps us to open our hearts to the one who comes to us, poor in all things, yet full of grace and truth
(Jn. 1:14). Those who fast experience poverty. By sharing the poverty of the poor, they are enabled to
love God and the poor.




During the time of Lent, we are increasingly concerned with ‘speaking words of comfort’,
strength, consolation and encouragement, and not with words that hurt others . Christians do not give
up hope for they are strengthened by the mystery of Easter, which powerfully speaks of life and
victory. We, as Christians, are to be kind, offering the gift of smile, speaking words of
encouragement, and listening amid general indifference.

We nurture our hope through recollection and silent prayer. The time of Lent offers
opportunity to be with Christ, who through his resurrection, remains a sign of unwavering hope for us.

Our faith and hope propel us to have love and compassion for all. Love rejoices in the
happiness of our brethren. It sheds tears and becomes unconsalable on seeing others suffer, and
groans in pain due to multiple reasons. Love creates bonds of sharing and communion and is capable
of building a new world.

Love gives meaning to our lives. A small gesture, if shown with love, can become a never
ending source of life and happiness. We can see it in the gesture of the poor widow of Zarepath to
Elijah (Cf. I Kings 17: 7- 16 read also the multiplication of bread Mk 6:30-44).

The time of Lent invites us to share with the poor what we have. In the powerful words of
Pope Francis “only a gaze transformed by charity can enable the dignity of others to be recognised
and, as a consequence, the poor to be acknowledged and valued in their dignity, respected in their
identity and culture, and thus truly integrated into society (Fratelli Tutti, 187)

Let this Lent be an occasion to re-live our faith, hope and charity. Let all our devotion and
peity arouse in us a life transforming us in order to bring a change in the society and the life of others.

This month we think of the sick people who deserve our attentions. It is our duty to exercise
our healing ministry by being in tough with them, sharing their pain and worries and offering words
of consolation to them. | appreciate all the priests who sacrifice their time and energy to be available
to the people. I know how much a priest suffers in a village inspite of his commitment and service. |
offer them courage and the blessings of Risen Lord. Be bold, our Lord is beside you, you are not
alone.

The month of January was a hectic month for me. | had the opportunity to hoist the flag for the
feast at Kizhavaneri on the 1% evening followed by the feast mass at Kombuthurai on the 2", On the
3™ morning along with the people of Vadakkankulam, we began the beginning of the 150
anniversary of the Holy Family church. On the 5" & 6" I had the opportunity to participate at the
annual feast of Kuthenkuzhi. The parish of Cruzpuram began the year of St. Joseph in a grand scale
on the 6" evening. On the 8" the Novena Mass was celebrated in Alanthalai followed by a Novena
Mass at Malayankulam on the 9"

| had the joy of taking part at the Pongal celebrations in Koovankinaru of Nedungulam parish
on the 9", followed by Confirmation in State Bank Colony and Kootpanai on the 10™. It was indeed a
joy for me to take part at the marriage celebration of the physically challenged couples at Lucia
Centre on the 18" On the 20", the inauguration of the Year of St. Joseph was celebrated at
Adaikalapuram for the Manapad vicariate. Indeed | was glad to grace the annual feast of
Pothakalanvilai parish on the 22" & 23" with the inter-state pilgrims. The same evening the
foundation ceremony was held for the new church at Thirumoolanagar parish along with the blessing
of the chapel of St. Thomas at the mount in Thirumoolanagar. It was a great occasion for the people




of St. James’, Manapad parish to have the priestly ordination of a religious in their soil on 25™
evening. | had the joy of confirming the children of Siluvaipatti at Thalamuthunagar parish along with
the celebration of the feast Mass. To culminate the month, it was a great occasion to grace the annual
feast of St. Antony at the shrine of Uvari on the 30" and 31 January.

| thank all the parish priests who had been instrumental to make my visits successful for the
good of the flock entrusted to your care and concern. May God bless you!

Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen
Bishop of Tuticorin

I11.  BISHOP’S PROGRAMME FOR FEBRUARY 2021:

Date Time Day Programme
7.00 am Blessing of church & school, Periathalai
01.02.2021 Mon
5.00 pm Vespers at Periathalai
6.00 am Feast Mass at Periathalai

02.02.2021 1 5 g9 pm Inauguration of the Year of St. Joseph at OLS, Tuticorin

(Tuticorin Vicariate)

5.00 pm Inauguration of the Year of St. Joseph at Panagudi
(Vadakkankulam Vicariate)

05.02.2021 | 6.30 pm ' Vespers at Muthulapuram, Nanguneri parish

12.00 pm Inauguration of Commission for Evangelisation and
Charismatic Prayer at Velankanni Shrine, Kavalkinaru

03.02.2021

06.02.2021

6.30 pm Vespers at Tharuvaikulam
5.30 am Confirmation and Feast Mass at Tharuvaikulam

07.02.2021 | 5.00 pm Mass at the Cathedral campus - The closing ceremony of

the first stage of Canonisation of the Servant of God:

Antony Soosainathar

08.02.2021 6.00 pm Inauguration of t_he \_(ear of St. Joseph at Thisayanvilai
(Sathankulam Vicariate)

09.02.2021 | 10.00 am Common Monthly Recollection at Bishop’s House

10.00 am Education Board Meeting

10.02.2021 5.00 pm Inauguration of the Year of St. Joseph at Sippikulam parish

(Kurukkusalai Vicariate)
11.02.2021 | 5.30 pm St. Joseph’s College, Trichy
13- Perambur, Chennai
14.02.2021
17.02.2021 | 6.00 am Ash Wednesday - Mass at the Cathedral
90-21.02.2021 Pastoral Visit at Fatimanagar

93-94.02.2021 Annual Board Meeting in St. Pauls’ Seminary, Trichy

Bishop’s Episcopal Consecration Anniversary Mass at

24.02.2021 Cathedral

26.02.2021 i Commission Secretaries’ meeting at Bishop’s House




V. ORDINATION DAY

AD MULTOS ANNOS

Bless

Rev. Fr. Antony Pitchai 13.02. 1977 Yo

2

Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen 24.02. 2019 *iﬁ:-

ON YOUR

'w/m&'{%

V. HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Rev. Fr. Jerald S. Ravi

Rev. Fr. Kirupakaran

Rev. Fr. Starwin T.

Rev. Fr. Amalraj Susai, SDB
Rev. Fr. Joseph G.

Rev. Fr. Augustine R.S.
Rev. Fr. Selvan D. Fdo

Rev. Fr. T. Nisanth . 02. o ,
Rev. Fr. Victor Lobo . 02. : @ "
Rev. Fr. Pancras M. Raja . 02. .;s}i-}l@ﬁ;ppy;,,

Rev. Fr. Flavian G. . 02. - .
2 ar?
Rev. Fr. Deva Navamani . 02. B‘“hday‘
Rev. Fr. Sekaran G.

Rev. Fr. Julians Marlan Joshi

Rev. Fr. Alphonse D. S.
VI. DEATH ANNIVERSARY

Most Rev. S.T. Amalanather
Rev. Fr. X. Gabriel

Rev. Fr. Jesu William

Rev. Fr. Villavarayer T.

Rev. Fr. J. M. Nicholas

Rev. Fr. Joseph Fernando
Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Diaz

VIl. CONDOLENCES:

We are very sad to inform you of the demise of Mr. James Kanakaraj, 80 years, the beloved
father of Rev. Fr. Arul Kumar on 06.01.2021, Wednesday. His mortal remains were laid to
rest on 07.01.2021, Thursday at 10.00 a.m. in Sethukkuvaithan.

Our heartfelt condolences to Rev. Fr. Arul Kumar and to the breaved family. May his soul
rest in peace!

VIIl. NOTIFICATION FROM DIOCESAN CURIA

1. Communication from the Vicar General:

a) The closing ceremony of the first stage of Canonisation of the Servant of God: Antony
Soosainathar
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Rev. Fathers in Tuticorin are requested to cancel the evening Mass on 07.02.2021, Sunday and
exhort the faithful to attend the special Mass at the Cathedral campus.

b) Episcopal Ordination Anniversary of our Bishop:

Dear Rev. Fathers,

The second anniversary of the Episcopal Ordination of our Bishop, Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen, falls on
24 February 2021. In order to felicitate our Shepherd, it is our responsibility to join him in the
thanksgiving Mass to be held on 24 February, Wednesday at 5.30 p.m. at the Cathedral. | most
cordially invite you to partake in the thanksgiving liturgy and for the dinner in the Bishop’s House
thereafter.




The parish priests of the Town Parishes are requested to cancel the evening Mass on 24 February,
Wednesday and encourage the faithful to join the con-Celebration to be held at 6.00 p.m. in the
Cathedral.

I look forward to your participation in the con-Celebration with the Bishop on 24 February at
6.00 p.m. in the Cathedral.

Msgr. N. A. Panneerselvam
Vicar General

2.  From Chancellor’s Office:

a) Schedule for Common Recollection
Common Recollection for February 2021 will take place on 09.02.2021 at Bishop’s House,
Tuticorin. The Adoration begins at 10.00 a.m.

b) Reminder regarding Annual Statistics for the Year 2020

Rev. Fathers, who have not yet sent the Statistics, are requested to prepare the annual statistical
data for the parish and institutions for the year 2020. Kindly fill in the forms sent earlier and send
one copy to the Chancellor’s office as early as possible, keeping the other in the parish/institution
file.

C) Year of St. Joseph:

Rev. Fathers are requested to encourage the faithful of their parishes to join the Inauguration of
the “Year of St. Joseph’ in their respective vicariates.

Rev. Fr. Norbert Thomas
Chancellor

From the Financial Administrator’s Office:

Dear Rev. Fathers,

¢+ Thank you for all good services that you render to the people of God in the parish. | would
like to remind you, dear fathers, who have completed the term of office to update the
inventories and books of account.
Dates of auditing will be intimated to you later.
We are in an era where we are affected with life style diseases, pandemic, climatic illness etc.,
and needs medication. | am most concerned about the health of every priest of the diocese. |
have a humble request that you produce the doctors’ prescription and the GST bills from
licensed pharmaceuticals/hospitals as it is mandatory for the auditing purposes. It also
becomes easy for me to pay the bills to the concerned hospitals within the stipulated time as
to keep the receipts and payments up-to-date. | kindly request your co-operation with regard
to the medical bills.

Gentile Reminder

> On 7™ of February a collection will be made for Holy Childhood and you are requested to
remit the same to the Financial Administrator’s Office.

» Kindly remit the Mission Sunday collection to the Financial Administrator’s Office at the
earliest.




You are reminded of sending the Special Collections to the Financial Administrator’s Office
before 28™ of February 2021.

You are requested to give the Shrine/Parish contributions on 5" of every month without fail.
Give the Mass cards and receive the Congrua (those who get it from the Financial
Administrator’s Office) on or before 5™ of every month.

You are requested to submit the medical bills and due bills if any to the Financial
Administrator’s Office on or before 30" of every month. Make sure that you do not
accumulate the bills.

As per the order of the Government, GST has to be filed on or before 10" of every month. So,
| request you dear fathers (parishes, institutions and commissions) not to accumulate the
statement of accounts of two or three months or more, instead, submit the statement of
accounts on or before 5™ of every month.

As the Finance Policy of the government has changed you are requested to make any payment
transaction through RTGS/NEFT/Cheque for above Rs.2000/- with effect from January 2021.
It is also applicable for TDA. All the payments from the Diocese through TDA (Congrua,
Mass stipend and Medical bills) will be paid through RTGS/NEFT/Cheque as above.

Financial Administrator Office’ Holidays for the month of February
February 24, Wednesday -  Bishop’s Episcopal Ordination

Thank you for your co-operation!

Parish Contributions:

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church ,Sathankulam for Jan 2021
Holy Family Church,Vadakkankulam for Nov & Dec 2020
Our Lady of Fatima ,Fatima Nagar, Tuticorin for Jan 2021
Sacred Hearts' Cathedral, Tuticorin for Jan 2021

Annai Velankanni Church , State Bank Colony for Dec 2020
St. Antony's Church , Azhagappapuram for Jan 2021
Arockia Matha Church, Adaikalapuram for Dec 2020
St.Thomas' Church ,Veerapandianpattanam for Dec 2020
St.Benedict's Church, Pathinathapuram for June to Dec 2020

Shrine Contributions:

Holy Redeemer's church ,Thisayanvilai for Dec 2020 10000
Our Lady of Snows Basilica, Tuticorin for Dec 2020 30000
Sacred Heart Church,Kavalkinaru for Oct & Nov 2020 60000
St. Antony's Shrine , Tuticorin 15000
St. Antony's Shrine , Uvari for Dec 2020 30000
St. Antony's Shrine ,Thappathi for Dec 2020 2000
Thiru Kalyana Matha Shrine, Pothakalanvilai for Dec 2020 15000
162000




Rev. Fr. S. M. Sahayam
Financial Administrator

IX. INFORMATION FROM THE COMMISSIONS:
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Pope Francis’ Message for 55 World Communications Day:

"Come and See” (Jn 1:46). Communicating by Encountering People as They Are

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The invitation to “come and see”, which was part of those first moving encounters of Jesus with the
disciples, is also the method for all authentic human communication. In order to tell the truth of life
that becomes history (cf. Message for the 54™ World Communications Day, 24 January 2020), it is
necessary to move beyond the complacent attitude that we “already know” certain things. Instead, we
need to go and see them for ourselves, to spend time with people, to listen to their stories and to



http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/communications/documents/papa-francesco_20200124_messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali.html

confront reality, which always in some way surprises us. “Open your eyes with wonder to what you
see, let your hands touch the freshness and vitality of things, so that when others read what you write,
they too can touch first-hand the vibrant miracle of life”. This was the advice that Blessed Manuel
Lozano Garrido[1] offered to his fellow journalists. This year, then, I would like to devote this
Message to the invitation to “come and see”, which can serve as an inspiration for all communication
that strives to be clear and honest, in the press, on the internet, in the Church’s daily preaching and in
political or social communication. “Come and see!” This has always been the way that the Christian
faith has been communicated, from the time of those first encounters on the banks of the River Jordan
and on the Sea of Galilee.

“Hitting the streets”

Let us look first at the great issue of news reporting. Insightful voices have long expressed concern
about the risk that original investigative reporting in newspapers and television, radio and web
newscasts is being replaced by a reportage that adheres to a standard, often tendentious narrative. This
approach is less and less capable of grasping the truth of things and the concrete lives of people, much
less the more serious social phenomena or positive movements at the grass roots level. The crisis of
the publishing industry risks leading to a reportage created in newsrooms, in front of personal or
company computers and on social networks, without ever “hitting the streets”, meeting people face to
face to research stories or to verify certain situations first hand. Unless we open ourselves to this kind
of encounter, we remain mere spectators, for all the technical innovations that enable us to feel
immersed in a larger and more immediate reality. Any instrument proves useful and valuable only to
the extent that it motivates us to go out and see things that otherwise we would not know about, to
post on the internet news that would not be available elsewhere, to allow for encounters that otherwise
would never happen.

The Gospels as news stories

“Come and see” were the first words that Jesus spoke to the disciples who were curious about him
following his baptism in the Jordan river (Jn 1:39). He invited them to enter into a relationship with
him. More than half a century later, when John, now an old man, wrote his Gospel, he recalled several
“newsworthy” details that reveal that he was personally present at the events he reports and
demonstrate the impact that the experience had on his life. “It was about the tenth hour”, he noted,
that is, about four in the afternoon (cf. v. 39). The next day - John also tells us - Philip told Nathaniel
about his encounter with the Messiah. His friend is sceptical and asks: “Can anything good come out
of Nazareth?” Philip does not try to win him over with good reasons, but simply tells him: “Come
and see” (cf. vv. 45-46). Nathaniel did go and see, and from that moment his life was changed. That is
how Christian faith begins, and how it is communicated: as direct knowledge, born of experience, and
not of hearsay. “It is no longer because of your words that we believe, for we have heard for
ourselves”. So the townspeople told the Samaritan woman, after Jesus stayed in their village
(cf. IJn 4:39-42). “Come and see” is the simplest method to get to know a situation. It is the most
honest test of every message, because, in order to know, we need to encounter, to let the person in
front of me speak, to let his or her testimony reach me.

Thanks to the courage of many journalists

Journalism too, as an account of reality, calls for an ability to go where no one else thinks of going: a
readiness to set out and a desire to see. Curiosity, openness, passion. We owe a word of gratitude for
the courage and commitment of all those professionals - journalists, camera operators, editors,
directors - who often risk their lives in carrying out their work. Thanks to their efforts, we now know,
for example, about the hardships endured by persecuted minorities in various parts of the world,
numerous cases of oppression and injustice inflicted on the poor and on the environment, and many
wars that otherwise would be overlooked. It would be a loss not only for news reporting, but for
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society and for democracy as a whole, were those voices to fade away. Our entire human family
would be impoverished.

Many situations in our world, even more so in this time of pandemic, are inviting the communications
media to “come and see”. We can risk reporting the pandemic, and indeed every crisis, only through
the lens of the richer nations, of “keeping two sets of books”. For example, there is the question of
vaccines, and medical care in general, which risks excluding the poorer peoples. Who would keep us
informed about the long wait for treatment in the poverty-stricken villages of Asia, Latin America and
Africa? Social and economic differences on the global level risk dictating the order of distribution of
anti-Covid vaccines, with the poor always at the end of the line and the right to universal health care
affirmed in principle, but stripped of real effect. Yet even in the world of the more fortunate, the
social tragedy of families rapidly slipping into poverty remains largely hidden; people who are no
longer ashamed to wait in line before charitable organizations in order to receive a package of
provisions do not tend to make news.

Opportunities and hidden dangers on the web

The internet, with its countless social media expressions, can increase the capacity for reporting and
sharing, with many more eyes on the world and a constant flood of images and testimonies. Digital
technology gives us the possibility of timely first-hand information that is often quite useful. We can
think of certain emergency situations where the internet was the first to report the news and
communicate official notices. It is a powerful tool, which demands that all of us be responsible as
users and consumers. Potentially we can all become witnesses to events that otherwise would be
overlooked by the traditional media, offer a contribution to society and highlight more stories,
including positive ones. Thanks to the internet we have the opportunity to report what we see, what is
taking place before our eyes, and to share it with others.

At the same time, the risk of misinformation being spread on social media has become evident to
everyone. We have known for some time that news and even images can be easily manipulated, for
any number of reasons, at times simply for sheer narcissism. Being critical in this regard is not about
demonizing the internet, but is rather an incentive to greater discernment and responsibility for
contents both sent and received. All of us are responsible for the communications we make, for the
information we share, for the control that we can exert over fake news by exposing it. All of us are to
be witnesses of the truth: to go, to see and to share.

Nothing replaces seeing things at first hand

In communications, nothing can ever completely replace seeing things in person. Some things can
only be learned through first-hand experience. We do not communicate merely with words, but with
our eyes, the tone of our voice and our gestures. Jesus’ attractiveness to those who met him depended
on the truth of his preaching; yet the effectiveness of what he said was inseparable from how he
looked at others, from how he acted towards them, and even from his silence. The disciples not only
listened to his words; they watched him speak. Indeed in him - the incarnate Logos - the Word took
on a face; the invisible God let himself be seen, heard and touched, as John himself tells us (cf. 1
Jn 1:1-3). The word is effective only if it is “seen”, only if it engages us in experience, in dialogue.
For this reason, the invitation to “come and see” was, and continues to be, essential.

We think of how much empty rhetoric abounds, even in our time, in all areas of public life, in
business as well as politics. This or that one “speaks an infinite deal of nothing... His reasons are as
two grains of wheat hid in two bushels of chaff: you shall seek all day ere you find them, and when
you have them, they are not worth the search.[2] The blistering words of the English playwright also
apply to us as Christian communicators. The Good News of the Gospel spread throughout the world
as a result of person-to-person, heart-to-heart encounters with men and women who accepted the
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invitation to “come and see”, and were struck by the “surplus” of humanity that shone through the
gaze, the speech and the gestures of those who bore witness to Jesus Christ. Every tool has its value,
and that great communicator who was Paul of Tarsus would certainly have made use of email and
social messaging. Yet it was his faith, hope and charity that impressed those of his contemporaries
who heard him preach or had the good fortune to spend time with him, to see him during an assembly
or in individual conversation. Watching him in action wherever he was, they saw for themselves how
true and fruitful for their lives was the message of salvation that, by God’s grace, he had come to
preach. Even where this servant of God could not be encountered personally, the disciples whom he
sent bore witness to his way of life in Christ (cf. 1 Cor 4:17).

“We have books in our hands, but the facts before our eyes”, said Saint Augustine[3] in speaking of
fulfilment of the prophecies found in sacred Scripture. So too, the Gospel comes alive in our own day,
whenever we accept the compelling witness of people whose lives have been changed by their
encounter with Jesus. For two millennia, a chain of such encounters has communicated the
attractiveness of the Christian adventure. The challenge that awaits us, then, is to communicate by
encountering people, where they are and as they are.

Lord, teach us to move beyond ourselves,
and to set out in search of truth.

Teach us to go out and see,
teach us to listen,

not to entertain prejudices

or draw hasty conclusions.

Teach us to go where no one else will go,
to take the time needed to understand,
to pay attention to the essentials,
not to be distracted by the superfluous,
to distinguish deceptive appearances from the truth.

Grant us the grace to recognize your dwelling places in our world

and the honesty needed to tell others what we have seen.
Pope Francis

X NEWS FROM THE CATHOLIC WORLD:

06.01.2021: Indian priests censured for violating norms in interfaith marriage

Church officials in southern India have censured two parish priests for failing to follow church laws
in conducting a marriage between a Catholic and Muslim, and they also declared the marriage invalid.

The decision came after a synod tribunal of the Eastern-rite Syro-Malabar Church based in Kerala
investigated the marriage for over a month, said Father Jacob Palakapilly, deputy secretary-general
of Kerala Catholic Bishops' Council.

"The synod will write to the respective bishops of the priests for appropriate action against them,"”
Father Palakapilly told UCA News on Jan. 5.

Retired Syro-Malabar Bishop Mathew Vaniyakizhakkel blessed the marriage between a Catholic
woman and a Muslim man on Nov. 9 at a parish church in Ernakulam-Angamali Archdiocese in
Kerala.
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A photograph of the couple published in a local newspaper started a discussion, mostly on social
media, with some criticizing the Church for promoting Christian-Muslim marriage at a time of "love
jihad."

Church leaders, including the synod, had openly opposed love jihad, a term used to allude that
Muslim men marry Christian and Hindu women feigning love while aiming to convert them to Islam.
Some questioned the procedures followed for the marriage and accused the priests of taking a bribe to
help solemnize it. As the issue made media headlines, Cardinal George Alencherry, major archbishop
of the Syro-Malabar Church, ordered the synod tribunal to probe it. The tribunal found the priests
guilty of not obtaining permission from local bishops for solemnizing the marriage as required by
church laws.

The bride belongs to a parish in Irinjalakkuda Diocese, while the marriage was conducted in a parish
of Ernakulam-Angamaly Archdiocese.

The bride's parish priest issued a no-objection letter to the parish priest where the marriage was
solemnized without seeking approval from his bishop.

"It was the duty of both parish priests to ensure that such an interreligious marriage to be solemnized
inside a Catholic church has the written permission from the bishop. The law mandates it. But the
priest failed to ensure it, and therefore the marriage is also invalid,” Father Palakapilly said.

The law requires that a bishop grants permission only after the couple give an undertaking that no
attempt will be made to change the Catholic partner's religion and that their children will be brought
up in the Catholic faith.

13 January 2021: Christians barred from holding religious services in southern India

Police in the southern Indian state of Karnataka have banned a Christian community from gathering

for worship services. The 15 Christian families from Bannimardatti village in Hassan district were
accused by authorities of fraudulent conversion to Christianity to take advantage of government
schemes. “The case is under investigation by the authorities, so it is inappropriate to comment on the
issue at present, but it is true that Christian families were barred from conducting any prayer services
or gatherings by the police,” parish priest father Garvasis Mattam of St. Mary's Church in Hassan told
UCA News.

“The Christian families belong to the Pentecostal Church. But it is not the only case in the state —
there are several small sects in the state who sometimes cause inconvenience to people of other faiths
while conducting prayer services and many times they are subject to complaint.

“As far as the allegations about conversion are concerned, there is no concrete proof that they
fraudulently converted to Christianity to enjoy government schemes. We are awaiting the outcome of
the investigations. “Christians are already under the radar of fanatic groups in the state, which is run
by the pro-Hindu Bharatiya Janata Party, so we have to very careful about our ministries. We should
respect other faiths.”

Meanwhile, according to International Christian Concern (ICC), a persecution watchdog, the deputy
superintendent of police of Hassan on Jan. 4 summoned the Christian families, accusing them of
availing themselves of state benefits as both Christians and Hindus.

Police also asked them to show proof that they are Christian by birth and barred them from
conducting prayer services until further notice. A police official said that since they don’t have proof
that they were born Christians, they probably were converted by fraud.

The Christians see this as an effort to suppress their freedom to exercise religion.




"Radical groups are using the police to clamp down on Christian activities and they use several ways
to attack us, even including social boycotts and physical assaults, but our faith is intact,” a local
Christian who asked to remain anonymous told ICC.

The state recently pledged to enact a law to regulate religious conversions and criminalize fraudulent
religious conversions. State Minority Welfare Minister Shrimant Balasaheb Patil on Jan. 6 announced
that the government will soon enact a “Love Jihad Act” to prevent forcible conversions.

19 January 2021: Cardinals urge Modi to invite Pope Francis to India

Church leaders also discuss the continued detention of an elderly Jesuit priest accused of terror
links

Three Indian cardinals have met Prime Minister Narendra Modi to apprise him of several Christian
concerns and to urge him to invite Pope Francis to India. Cardinal Oswald Gracias of the Latin-rite
Church, Cardinal George Alencherry, major archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church, and Cardinal
Baselios Cleemis, major archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Church, met Modi in his office in New
Delhi on Jan. 19.They requested the PM to invite Pope Francis to India, three years after India failed
to invite the pontiff against Catholic leaders' expectations.

A papal visit "is long overdue. We expect a decision from the PM soon,” Cardinal Alencherry told the
media after meeting Modi.

Pope Francis had expressed interest in visiting India and church leaders expected him to visit in 2017,
four years after his election to the papacy. However, the pontiff canceled plans for an India visit and
chose to visit Myanmar and Bangladesh instead after Modi's government, run by the pro-Hindu
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), failed to invite him, the media reported at the time.

The cardinals who met Modi also sought an equitable distribution of social welfare funds meant for
religious minorities such as Muslims and Christians.

Muslims take more than 80 percent of such funds as they form the largest minority, forming 14
percent of India's 1.3 billion people. Christians are only 2.3 percent of the population. Still, in states
and districts where they are numerically higher, such as Kerala or Jharkhand, the government should
allocate funds in proportion to their numbers, church leaders say. The cardinals also discussed the
release of Father Stan Swamy, the 83-year-old Jesuit human rights activist detained on Oct. 8 accused
of links to Maoist groups. He remains in jail after being denied bail several times.

21January 2021: Christians face a climate of fear in six Asian countries

North Korea, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Yemen, lran and India are worst for Christian
persecution, says Open Doors

Christians in six Asian countries live under extreme persecution where feudal, oligarchic,
authoritarian and theocratic governments call the shots, says the latest report by a Christian advocacy
group. The 2021 World Watch List, compiled by the US-based Christian advocacy group Open
Doors, says North Korea, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Yemen, Iran and India are hotbeds of Christian
persecution in Asia.

These countries have been occupying positions ranging from first to 10th for global Christian
persecution since 2015, according to the report released on Jan. 13.

Christians in these nations are harassed, discriminated against and put to death for their faith because
the majority community and authoritarian governments view Christianity as a relic of white privilege
and a symbol of Western colonialism, the group said.




Of late, violence in the form of abductions, forced conversions and sex attacks perpetrated against
Christian women go unnoticed and unreported as the governments and law-enforcement agencies,
including the legal system, openly appease the majoritarian mob. Less surprisingly, in countries such
as Afghanistan, Yemen, India and Pakistan, the fringe elements act as the mainstream and inflict
horrific abuses on Christians, the report said.

Christians in the worst-hit Asian countries are holed up in harsh labor camps where forced labor,
torture, persecution, starvation, rape, forced abortion and sexual violence have become the order of
the day. Moreover, extrajudicial killings are staged when it suits the fringe elements and governments
to enter the good books of the majoritarian mob after molding the political narrative of the country to
suit violence. The intolerant governments in these countries use the legal route to target Christians
and sweeping anti-conversion laws and notorious blasphemy laws are in force that come in handy
against Christians.

After the pro-Hindu Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) came to power in 2014, Christians, particularly
those in Hindi-speaking northern India, are accused of dubious conversions.

Hindu groups, collectively called Sangh Parivar, support the BJP's goal of a theocratic Hindu nation
and fear a rise in the Christian population will adversely affect their mission.

Several states have enacted draconian anti-conversion laws, making conversion without informing the
government a punishable offense.

Any sort of public display of Christian faith can invite the wrath of right-wing groups, who have
managed to keep tabs on foreign funding of Christian charity organizations to undermine their
financial resources and routine functioning, the report said. The impunity with which Christians are
persecuted in these six Asian countries has created a regional problem which is the worst in the world
due to the apparent reluctance of governments to investigate and prosecute the perpetrators.

20 January 2021: What has changed in canon law for women?

Pope Francis is pushing the Church to be more open to women, but slowly and carefully

Most Catholics, who grew up seeing women at the altar reading from the Bible and serving at Mass,
wondered what was improved when Pope Francis changed canon law this month, purportedly to allow
women to participate in such services.

Although women have been taking care of these ministries at local bishops' discretion, they were
barred from being instituted as lectors or acolytes because church law did not allow it. These minor
orders were reserved only for men until now, touted as preparation for priestly ordination.

On Jan. 11, the pope changed one word in Canon 230. The law originally said: "Laymen who have
the age and skills, determined by decree by the Episcopal Conference, can be permanently employed,
through the established liturgical rite, for the ministries of readers and acolytes; however, this
conferment does not give them the right to sustenance or remuneration by the Church." Pope Francis
changed the opening word, making it "laypeople” to include women.

Pope Francis is pushing the Church to be more open to women, but slowly and carefully. These orders
had been part of the all-male priesthood in the Catholic Church since the Council of Trent in the 16th
century. Women began to take part in these "minor orders," albeit without being instituted in a public
ceremony, only after the Second Vatican Council.

Lectors are mainly the readers at Mass. Their ministries include organizing the congregation’s singing,
preparing people for the sacraments and aiding other readers at Mass.




Acolytes serve at the altar at Mass, but they are not mere altar servers. For example, an acolyte can
purify chalices and patens used for Communion, which altar servers do not do.

They distribute Communion, expose the Blessed Sacrament for adoration and guide other altar
servers. They also assist priests and deacons with other sacraments.

These two ministries formed part of the four minor orders (the other two being exorcist and doorman)
in the early Church. At the time men were ordained into these ministries on their way to priestly
ordination. Over time, wealthy and educated men came forward to be installed in these roles, although
they were not aspiring to become priests.

But later these orders were reserved for only men aspiring for the priesthood. Pope Paul VI in 1972,
five years after the Second Vatican Council, decreed that laymen could be installed as acolytes and
lectors, making them lay ministries.

Since that decree, women began to demand they be allowed to approach the altar and to read and
serve at Mass, and some bishops allowed it. But it took almost two decades for the Church to approve
it officially. In 1994, the Vatican officially said local bishops can allow women and girls at
Mass while making clear that their role should not be of acolytes or lectors.

A letter accompanying the Jan. 11 papal decree stated that some ministries like those of lector and
acolyte are derived from baptism and cannot be reserved as stepping stones for the
priesthood. "Offering laypeople of both sexes the possibility of accessing the ministry of acolyte and
lector, by virtue of their participation in the baptismal priesthood, will increase the recognition, also
through a liturgical act [institution], of the precious contribution that many laypeople make, including
women, to the life and mission of the Church," the pope wrote.

The Second Vatican Council also stressed "an urgent need" to "rediscover the co-responsibility of all
the baptized in the Church."”

In his 2020 apostolic exhortation Querida Amazonia (Beloved Amazonia), Pope Francis stressed a
greater role for women at all levels in the Church. The new decision is in line with it.

The papal decree and the letter do not hint at priestly ordination for women. In the letter, Pope Francis
has referred to Pope John Paul II's 1994 declaration that women could never be ordained as priests.
The Women's Ordination Conference, which lobbies for women to be ordained as priests, welcomed
the pope's recognition that "some ministries in the Church are founded on the common priesthood of
all the baptized." Pope Francis has sought more roles for women in decision-making and leadership
positions in the Church since he began his pontificate.

However, his new step is not necessarily a push toward women's ordination. But it gives women the
right to stand with a priest during the Mass and assist. In fact, with the change, a brand new female
ministry is born in the Catholic Church.
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BILLARS OF

LENT

PRAYER

PRAYER is the action that leads pecple o God. We take time
away from the distrections of the world, te tum te God. to contbe-
riplate, to ksten and talk to Him, to read His words and meditabe
on therm to be onewith Himn. Brayer gives meaning to Lenten pr-
actices, which should dre us closer o Hinn

FASTING

FASTING is restricting consumption depriving yourself of bo- ¢ %
th good and bad things e the ghory of Cod, This rmesans norm-

ally watching what you eat, on a day that it s practiced, one eg-

ular rrieal ard bee srmall ones During Lent, we fast onAsh Wed-

nesday and Good Friday, ABSTINENCE & practiced all Fridays of Lent,

ALMSGIVING

ALMSGIVING is the actior that leads us Christians io see olhers, -‘B']
lewae thermy, lishen to themn and them our time, heldp, advice, monaey,

shiter, company, affection it is not limited to giving rmaterial go-

ol it 15 the gift of Sl 1 s based on CHARITY, to lowe God and

othoers as oneset, Te ghae alms 1S bo be unibed to Chist in b poverty

“All go to the same place; all come from
dust, and to dust all return.”
-Ecclesiastes 3:20
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