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|. HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR THE MONTH

Prayer intention for Evangelization : Human Fraternity
May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship with our brothers and sisters of other
religions, praying for one another, open to all.

Il. OUR BISHOP SPEAKS
A New dawn and a new hope

Dear Fathers, Sisters and Brothers,

Nature is normally human-friendly. But when it is provoked it can wretch
irreparable havoc on humanity. There had been periodical pestilence, epidemics, *
natural disasters and other calamities which have caused untold suffering to
humanity. However the covid 19 pandemic keeps the humanity under its tight
grips and causes unquenchable fear and anxiety. The humanity is under the threat
of sudden and unexpected eventuality. Man has to prolong his life with
uncertainty, fear and seemingly has no hope for the future.

Man'’s efforts to bring the deadly disease to an end seem to be fruitless and in vain.
Nature proves itself to be more powerful than man. It shatters the belief that man is the crown of
creation which has been reiterated by Sacred Scriptures and philosophies.

Domination with selfishness leads to self-destruction. Nature with its unique wisdom tries to impart
man that he should first tame himself before taming the nature.

As we await the dawn of the new year 2021, man must have an introspection of himself. He must
realize his boundaries and limitations and act himself accordingly. Well, he is endowed with
knowledge and wisdom to choose the right from wrong. If he deliberately indulges in committing
the wrong, he has to face serious consequences.

Man is often driven by selfishness, pride, uncontrollable desire, and domineering quality, and
entertains hatred and disrespect for fellow human being and nature. This ends up in shocking
consequences.

Man has to learn from what St. Paul says: “Knowledge puffs up but love builds up. Anyone who
claims to know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves is
known by God”. Today’s man knows many things but miserably fails to know the correct thing.

The present situation, however, should not lead us to pessimism. Human beings are warriors. They
should never allow pessimism to overpower them. Human beings must say, we shall not bow down
before the catastrophic pandemic. We would fight it united. We sustain hope which would not
deceive us. We acknowledge the Sovereignty of God. We would listen to him and discern the laws
of creation. We love Him and his creation and allow ourselves to be penetrated by His presence.




The love of God would surely transform us and help us treat nature as our friend and above all our
neighbours as our brothers and sisters.

The new born baby’s birthday we celebrated on 25™ Dec., reminds us of the unfathomable love of
God for us. His birth instills in us the mysterious and the permanent presence of God amidst us.
Pope Francis emphasizes that God does not look down upon us and pass by but fully assumed our
nature and condition. His presence removes the pessimism generated by the pandemic. The birth of
Jesus enlightens and energizes us with hope and expectation for a new beginning devoid of all
aggressions arising from nature, and injustices and evils caused by fellow human beings.

We want people to be sufficiently protected and attuned to the new way of life. Since Corona virus
keeps on mutating, finding a viable vaccine seems to be a remote possibility. We need to follow the
original advice on covid 19 hygiene, such as, using face mask, regularly washing hands,
maintaining distance between persons and so on.

In addition, we need to care for the poor, think of the unemployed youngsters, millions who have
lost their jobs, and those who live in misery and fragmentation. Pandemic has taught us to become
more human and to be sympathetic to the plight of the refugees, migrants and others. These little
acts of concern would definitely prepare us to face the challenges of life.

This would mark a new dawn, new hope, solidarity and a new way of life in 2021. Let us be more
courageous, human and friendly.

I wish you a new year filled with peace and joy.

| appreciate the following priests for their active and dynamic pastoral work in their parishes
namely, Frs. Irudaya Raj (Kolunthattu), Jesu Nazarene (T. Saveriarpuram), Rajan (Kuthenkuzhi),
Amalan (Palayakayal), Stan (New Harbour), Christian (Thisayanvilai), V.Rev. Frs. John Britto
(V.F. Vadakankulam), Rollington, (V. F. Tuticorin), and Kumar Raja, (Rector, Basilica of Our
Lady of Snows). I do not forget Frs. John Suresh, Maria Arasu, Benzigar Lution, Bejamin
D’Souza, and Sathish for doing their commissions’ work wonderfully well. Frs. Valan Arasu and
Selvarathinam organized well the Christmas Carols competition. May God bless them.
Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen
Bishop of Tuticorin

BISHOP’S PROGRAMME:
Programme of the Bishop for January 2021
Date Time Day Programme
7.00 a.m. Mass at OLS, Tuticorin
01.01.2021 Fri
6.30 p.m. Flag Hoisting at Kizhavaneri
02.01.2021 | 7.00 a.m. Sat Feast Mass at Komputhurai
. : : th
03.01.2021 5.30 a.m. sun Mass at VVadakkankulam : The beginning of 150

Anniversary of Holy Family Church, Vadakkankulam

04.01.2021 | 9.30 a.m. Mon | Trust

10.00 a.m. Recollection
05.01.2021 Tue
7.00 p.m. Vespers at Kuthenkuzhi




06.01.2021 6.00 a.m. Feast Mass at Kuthenkuzhi
Wed
6.00 p.m. Mass at Cruzpuram
07.01.2021 Personal Day
08.01.2021 | 11.30 a.m. Fri Mass at Alanthalai
12.00 p.m. Mass at Malayankulam
09.01.2021 Sat
4.00 p.m. Mass at Koovankinaru, Nattarkulam parish
10.00 a.m. Confirmation at State Bank Colony
10.01.2021 Sun
5.00 p.m. Confirmation & New Presbytery opening at Kootapanai
11.01.2021 | 11.00a.m. | Mon | TMSSS Meeting
10.00 a.m. Formation for new parish priests
12.01.2021 | - 4.00 Tue
p.m.
10.00 a.m. Finance Committee meeting
13.01.2021 Wed
3.30 p.m. Consult meeting
14.01.2021 | 9.00 a.m. Thu | Mass at Nagercoil
10.30 a.m. Lucia Centre
18.01.2021 Mon
4.00 p.m. Mass at Alankinaru, Chidamparapuram parish
10.01.2021 6.30 p.m. Tue 125 years.@sn@rﬂm ai:llprr Muthunadar Kudiyiruppu,
Duraikudiyiruppu parish
10.30 a.m. Mass at Nagercoil
20.01.2021 6.00 p.m. Wed St. Joseph’s Charity Institute, Adaikalapuram - Year of St.
Joseph
21.01.2021 Personal Day
22.01.2021 | 8.30 p.m. Fri Vespers at Pothakalanvilai
6.30 a.m. Feast Mass at Pothakalanvilai
23.01.2021 5.30 p.m. Sat Foundation ceremony for the new church at
Thirumoolanagar and Mass at the chapel of St. Thomas
24.01.2021 | 6.00 p.m. Sun | Confirmation at Siluvaipatti
25.01.2021 | 5.30 p.m. Mon | Ordination at St. James, Manapad
26.01.2021 | 6.30 a.m. Tue | Mass at Siluvaipatti
27.01.2021 | 10.30 a.m. | Wed | Mass at Kolachal
28.01.2021, Thu & | TNBC Meeting
29.01.2021 Fri
10.00 a.m. School Teachers meeting
30.01.2021 Sat
6.00 p.m. Vespers at Uvari
31.01.2021 | 6.00 a.m. Sun Feast Mass at Uvari




IV. AD MULTOS ANNOS!

On your Ordination Anniversary Day ) flade Pl

A\ ) the IJIIII!(inFAI{J/ of
Rev. Fr. Jaya Sheelan OFM (Cap) - 05.01.2013 / Yo Crdiiate
Rev. Fr. Peter Arputharaj CM - 05.01.2014 ks 7
Rev. Fr. James Victor - 31.01.1977

V. HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Best wishes to you on your Birthday

Rev. Fr. Arockiadoss V. - 04.01.1964
Rev. Fr. Anto Manoj Kumar - 06.01.1987
Rev. Fr. Stephen Fernando D. - 10.01.1947
Rev. Fr. William Santhanam - 10.01.1966
Rev. Fr. Saleth Jerald T. - 10.01.1978
Rev. Fr. Antony Jebastin Ruban - 16.01.1988
Rev. Fr. George Antonyraj G. - 19.01.1991
Rev. Fr. Jennies OFM (Cap.) - 19.01.1992
Rev. Fr. Marcel Lincoln SDB - 22.01.1963
Rev. Fr. Ravindran S. Fernando - 22.01.1974
Rev. Fr. Xavier Kingston A. - 23.01.1987
Rev. Fr. Jose Emmanuel Deo - 26.01.1986
Rev. Fr. Shibaker A. - 26.01.1988
Rev. Fr. Benzigar Lution - 28.01.1980
Rev. Fr. Selvarathnam - 28.01.1981

VI. DEATH ANNIVERSARY

Rev. Fr. John Xavier Fernando - 01.01.1991
Rev. Fr. Paul Alangaram - 07.01.1996
Rev. Fr. Antony Thilagaraj - 09.01.1996
Rev. Fr. Joseph Roche - 10.01.1964
Rev. Fr. Payapally F.J. - 10.01.1978
Rev. Fr. Deva Sahayam Fernando - 10.01.1986
Rev. Fr. V. Irudayaraj - 10.01.2012
Rev. Fr. Santhana Marian - 11.01.1951
Rev. Fr. T. Michael - 14.01.1951
Rev. Fr. K. Arulsamy - 15.01.1963
Rev. Fr. A. Antony - 19.01.2000

VIlI. CONDOLENCES:

We are very sad to inform you of the demise of Mrs. Mary Teacher, 73 years, the elder sister
of Rev. Fr. Victor Solomon on 14.12.2020, Monday at Upper Koodalur, Nilgiris. Her mortal
remains were laid to rest on 15.12.2020, Tuesday at 9.00 a.m. in Upper Koodalur, Nilgiris.

Our heartfelt condolences to Rev. Fr. Victor Solomon and to the breaved family. May her
soul rest in peace!




VIIlI. NOTIFICATION FROM DIOCESAN CURIA

1. From Chancellor’s Office:

a) Monthly Recollection :
Monthly recollection for the month of January 2021 will be held at the Vicariate level as per the
following schedule:

S.No. Date Day Vicariate
1 05.01.2021 Tuesday Tuticorin
2 05.01.2021 Tuesday Manapad
3 05.01.2021 Tuesday Kurukkuchalai
4 05.01.2021 Tuesday Vadakkankulam
5 05.01.2021 Tuesday Sathankulam

b) Reminder regarding Annual Statistics for the Year 2020
Rev. Fathers are requested to prepare the annual statistical data for the parish and institutions for the
year 2020. Those parish priests who are yet to submit the duly filled-in forms, kindly do so before
the end of January, 2021. Your cooperation in this regard is very much appreciated.

c) Appointments:

1. Rev. Fr. Arockiadass V. — Priest in charge, Othasai Matha Church, Eral
2. Rev. Fr. Jackson Arul — Priest in charge, Seidunganallur
3. Rev. Fr. Jockim Xavier Dasan HGN — Counsellor, Laity Centre
Rev. Fr. Norbert Thomas
Chancellor

2. From the Office of the Financial Administrator :
Dear Rev. Fathers,

With immense joy and gratitude | grab this moment to wish you all a Merry and Serene
Christmas and grace-filled New Year 2021. May the joy of Christmas linger in your hearts
throughout the New Year!

Gentile Reminder

» As the Finance Policy of the government has changed you are requested to make any
payment transaction through RTGS/NEFT/Cheque for above Rs.2000/- with effect from
January 2021.

It is also applicable for TDA. All the payments from the Diocese through TDA (Congrua,
Mass stipend and Medical bills) will be paid through RTGS/NEFT/Cheque as above.

> As per the order of the Government, GST has to be filed on or before 10" of every
month. So, | request you dear fathers (parishes, institutions and commissions) not to
accumulate the statement of accounts of two or three months or more, instead, submit the
statement of accounts on or before 5" of every month.

» The parish priests are requested to inform to the Procurator’s office about the availability of
community hall/parish hall attached to the parish.

» The PAN number of TDA is being changed. Hence the parish priests/institutional heads who
hold the bank account are expected to come to the Procurator’s office and verify the new
number for future transactions.

> You are requested to submit the medical bills and due bills if any to the Procurator’s office
on or before 30™ of every month.




> You are reminded of sending the special collections to the Procurator’s office before 31 of
January 2021.
> You are requested to give the Shrine/Parish contributions on 5™ of every month without fail.

Office Holidays for the month of January

January 1& 2 (Friday & Saturday)
January 14 to 16 (Thursday to Saturday)
January 26 (Saturday)

- New Year
- Pongal
- Republic Day

Thank you for your co-operation!

e Parish Contribution:

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Sathankulam for Dec 2020 3000
Infant Jesus Shrine, Caldwell colony, Tuticorin for Nov 2020 1000
Our Lady of Fatima, Fatima Nagar, Tuticorin for Dec 2020 3000
Sacred Hearts' Cathedral, Tuticorin for Nov & Dec 2020 10000
Annai Velankanni Church, State Bank Colony for Oct & Nov 2020 20000
St. Antony's Church, Azhagappapuram for Dec 2020 15000
St. Ignatius's Church, Innaciarpuram, Tuticorin for Nov 2020 5000
St.Thomas' Church,Veerapandianpattanam for Oct 2020 5000
St.Barbara's Church, Barbarammalpuram for Aug & Sep 2020 2000
Total 64000
e Shrine Contribution:
Holy Redeemer's church, Thisayanvilai for Nov 2020 10000
Our Lady of Snows Basilica, T.Kallikulam for Oct & Nov 2020 20000
Our Lady of Snows Basilica, Tuticorin for Nov 2020 30000
Sacred Heart shrine, Alanthalai for Dec 2020 10000
St. Antony's Shrine, Tuticorin 15000
St. Antony's Shrine, Uvari for Nov 2020 30000
St. Antony's Shrine, Thappathi for Nov 2020 2000
Thiru Kalyana Matha Shrine, Pothakalanvilai for Nov 2020 15000
Total 132000

Rev. Fr. S. M. Sahayam
Financial Administrator

IX. INFORMATION FROM COMMISSIONS:
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9. Pope’s Message for World Day of Peace:

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE 54"
WORLD DAY OF PEACE - 1 JANUARY 2021

A CULTURE OF CARE AS APATH TO PEACE

1. At the dawn of a new year, | extend cordial greetings to Heads of State and Government, leaders
of International Organizations, spiritual leaders and followers of the different religions, and to men
and women of good will. To all I offer my best wishes that the coming year will enable humanity to
advance on the path of fraternity, justice and peace between individuals, communities, peoples and
nations.

The year 2020 was marked by the massive Covid-19 health crisis, which became a global
phenomenon cutting across boundaries, aggravating deeply interrelated crises like those of the
climate, food, the economy and migration, and causing great suffering and hardship. | think
especially of all those who lost family members or loved ones, and all who lost their jobs. I think
too of physicians and nurses, pharmacists, researchers, volunteers, chaplains and the personnel of
hospitals and healthcare centres. They have made, and are continuing to make, great sacrifices to
be present to the sick, to alleviate their sufferings and to save their lives; indeed, many of them have
died in the process. In paying tribute to them, | renew my appeal to political leaders and the private
sector to spare no effort to ensure access to Covid-19 vaccines and to the essential technologies
needed to care for the sick, the poor and those who are most vulnerable.[1]

Sad to say, alongside all these testimonies of love and solidarity, we have also seen a surge in
various forms of nationalism, racism and xenophobia, and wars and conflicts that bring only death
and destruction in their wake.

These and other events that marked humanity’s path this past year have taught us how important it
is to care for one another and for creation in our efforts to build a more fraternal society. That is
why I have chosen as the title of this year’s Message, A Culture of Care as a Path to Peace. A
culture of care as a way to combat the culture of indifference, waste and confrontation so prevalent
in our time.

2. God the Creator, the source of our human vocation to care




Many religious traditions have accounts of the origin of human beings and their relationship with
the Creator, with nature and with their fellow men and women. In the Bible, the Book of Genesis
shows from its very first pages the importance of care or protection in God’s plan for humanity. It
highlights the relationship between man (’adam) and the earth (’adamah), and among ourselves as
brothers and sisters. In the biblical account of creation, God entrusts the garden “planted in Eden”
(cf. Gen 2:8) to Adam’s care, to “till it and keep it” (Gen 2:15). This entails making the earth
productive, while at the same time protecting it and preserving its capacity to support life.[2] The
verbs “till” and “keep” describe Adam’s relationship to his garden home, but also the trust God
placed in him by making him master and guardian of all creation.

The birth of Cain and Abel begins a history of brothers and sisters, whose relationship is understood
— even by Cain, however mistakenly — in terms of protection or “keeping”. After killing his brother
Abel, Cain answers God’s question by saying: “Am [ my brother’s keeper?” (Gen 4:9).[3] Cain, like
all of us, was called to be “his brother’s keeper”. “These ancient stories, full of symbolism, bear
witness to a conviction which we today share, that everything is interconnected, and that genuine
care for our own lives and our relationship with nature is inseparable from fraternity, justice and
faithfulness to others”.[4]

3. God the Creator, a model of care

Sacred Scripture presents God not only as Creator, but also as one who cares for his creatures,
especially Adam, Eve and their offspring. Albeit cursed for the crime he committed, Cain was given
a mark of protection by the Creator, so that his life could be spared (cf. Gen 4:15). While
confirming the inviolable dignity of the person created in God’s image and likeness, this was also a
sign of God’s plan to preserve the harmony of his creation, since “peace and violence cannot dwell
together”.[5]

Care for creation was at the heart of the institution of the Sabbath, which, in addition to ordering
divine worship, aimed at the restoration of the social order and concern for the poor (cf. Gen 1:1-3;
Lev 25:4). The celebration of the Jubilee every seventh sabbatical year provided a respite for the
land, for slaves and for those in debt. In that year of grace, those in greatest need were cared for
and given a new chance in life, so that there would be no poor among the people (cf. Deut 15:4).

In the prophetic tradition, the biblical understanding of justice found its highest expression in the
way a community treats its weakest members. Amos (cf. 2:6-8; 8) and Isaiah (cf. 58), in particular,
insistently demand justice for the poor, who, in their vulnerability and powerlessness, cry out and
are heard by God, who watches over them (cf. Ps 34:7; 113:7-8).

4. Care in the ministry of Jesus

Jesus’ life and ministry represent the supreme revelation of the Father’s love for humanity (cf. Jn
3:16). In the synagogue at Nazareth, Jesus showed himself to be the one consecrated by the Lord
and “sent to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed” (Lk 4:18). These messianic actions,
associated with the Jubilee year, bear eloquent witness to the mission he received from the Father.
In his compassion, Christ drew near to the sick in body and spirit, and brought them healing; he
pardoned sinners and gave them new life. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for his sheep (cf.
Jn 10:11-18; Ezek 34:1-31). He is the Good Samaritan who stoops to help the injured man, binds
his wounds and cares for him (cf. Lk 10:30-37).

At the culmination of his mission, Jesus gave the ultimate proof of his care for us by offering
himself on the cross to set us free from the slavery of sin and death. By the sacrificial gift of his life,




he opened for us the path of love. To each of us he says, “Follow me; go and do likewise” (cf. Lk
10:37).

5. A culture of care in the life of Jesus’ followers

The spiritual and corporal works of mercy were at the heart of charity as practised by the early
Church. The first generation of Christians shared what they had, so that no one among them would
be in need (cf. Acts 4:34-35). They strove to make their community a welcoming home, concerned
for every human need and ready to care for those most in need. It became customary to make
voluntary offerings in order to feed the poor, bury the dead and care for orphans, the elderly and
victims of disasters like shipwrecks. In later times, when the generosity of Christians had lost its
initial fervour, some Fathers of the Church insisted that property was meant by God for the common
good. For Saint Ambrose, “nature poured out all things for the common use of all... and thus
produced a common right for all, but greed has made it a right for only a few”.[6] After the
persecutions of the first centuries, the Church used her newfound freedom to inspire society and its
culture. “The needs of the times called forth new efforts in the service of Christian charity. History
records innumerable examples of practical works of mercy... The Church’s work among the poor
was to a great extent highly organized. There arose many institutions for the relief of every human
need: hospitals, poor houses, orphanages, foundling homes, shelters for travelers ...”[7]

6. The principles of the Church’s social doctrine as the basis for a culture of care

The diakonia of the Church’s origins, enriched by the reflection of the Fathers and enlivened over
the centuries by the active charity of many luminous witnesses to the faith, became the beating heart
of the Church’s social doctrine. This doctrine is offered to all people of good will as a precious
patrimony of principles, criteria and proposals that can serve as a “grammar” of care: commitment
to promoting the dignity of each human person, solidarity with the poor and vulnerable, the pursuit
of the common good and concern for protection of creation.

Care as promotion of the dignity and rights of each person

“The very concept of the person, which originated and developed in Christianity, fosters the pursuit
of a fully human development. Person always signifies relationship, not individualism; it affirms
inclusion, not exclusion, unique and inviolable dignity, not exploitation”.[8] Each human person is
an end in himself or herself, and never simply a means to be valued only for his or her usefulness.
Persons are created to live together in families, communities and societies, where all are equal in
dignity. Human rights derive from this dignity, as do human duties, like the responsibility to
welcome and assist the poor, the sick, the excluded, every one of our “neighbours, near or far in
space and time”.[9]

Care for the common good

Every aspect of social, political and economic life achieves its fullest end when placed at the service
of the common good, in other words, “the sum total of social conditions which allow people, either
as groups or as individuals, to reach their fulfilment more fully and more easily”.[10] Consequently,
our plans and projects should always take into account their effects on the entire human family, and
consider their consequences for the present and for coming generations. The Covid-19 pandemic
has shown us the truth and timeliness of this fact. In the face of the pandemic, “we have realized
that we are in the same boat, all of us fragile and disoriented, but at the same time important and
needed, all of us called to row together”,[11] since “no one reaches salvation by themselves”[12]
and no state can ensure the common good of its population if it remains isolated.[13]

Care through solidarity




Solidarity concretely expresses our love for others, not as a vague sentiment but as a “firm and
persevering determination to commit oneself to the common good; that is to say to the good of all
and of each individual, because we are all really responsible for all”.[14] Solidarity helps us to
regard others — whether as individuals or, more broadly, as peoples or nations — as more than mere
statistics, or as a means to be used and then discarded once no longer useful, but as our neighbours,
companions on our journey, called like ourselves to partake of the banquet of life to which all are
equally invited by God.

Care and protection of creation

The Encyclical Laudato Si’ is fully aware that all creation is interconnected. It also highlights our
need to listen to the cry of the poor and, at the same time, to the cry of creation. Constant and
attentive listening leads in turn to effective care for the earth, our common home, and for our
brothers and sisters in need. Here I would once again point out that “a sense of deep communion
with the rest of nature cannot be authentic if our hearts lack tenderness, compassion and concern for
our fellow human beings”.[15] “Peace, justice and care for creation are three inherently connected
questions, which cannot be separated in such a way as to be treated individually, lest we fall back
into reductionism”.[16]

7. A compass pointing to a common path

At a time dominated by a culture of waste, faced with growing inequalities both within and between
nations,[17] | urge government leaders and those of international organizations, business leaders,
scientists, communicators and educators, to take up these principles as a “compass” capable of
pointing out a common direction and ensuring “a more humane future”[18] in the process of
globalization. This will enable us to esteem the value and dignity of every person, to act together in
solidarity for the common good, and to bring relief to those suffering from poverty, disease, slavery,
armed conflicts, and discrimination. | ask everyone to take this compass in hand and to become a
prophetic witness of the culture of care, working to overcome the many existing social inequalities.
This can only come about through a widespread and meaningful involvement on the part of women,
in the family and in every social, political and institutional sphere.

The compass of these social principles, so essential for the growth of a culture of care, also points to
the need for relationships between nations to be inspired by fraternity, mutual respect, solidarity and
the observance of international law. In this regard, we must recognize the need to defend and
promote fundamental human rights, which are inalienable, universal and indivisible.[19]

Likewise urgent is the need to respect humanitarian law, especially at this time when conflicts and
wars continue uninterrupted. Tragically, many regions and communities can no longer remember a
time when they dwelt in security and peace. Numerous cities have become epicentres of insecurity:
citizens struggle to maintain their normal routine in the face of indiscriminate attacks by explosives,
artillery and small arms. Children are unable to study. Men and women cannot work to support their
families. Famine is spreading in places where it was previously unknown. People are being forced
to take flight, leaving behind not only their homes but also their family history and their cultural
roots.

While such conflicts have many causes, the result is always the same: destruction and humanitarian
crises. We need to stop and ask ourselves what has led our world to see conflict as something
normal, and how our hearts can be converted and our ways of thinking changed, in order to work
for true peace in solidarity and fraternity.

How many resources are spent on weaponry, especially nuclear weapons,[20] that could be used for
more significant priorities such as ensuring the safety of individuals, the promotion of peace and




integral human development, the fight against poverty, and the provision of health care. Global
problems like the present Covid-19 pandemic and climate change have only made these challenges
all the more evident. What a courageous decision it would be to “establish a ‘Global Fund’ with the
money spent on weapons and other military expenditures, in order to permanently eliminate hunger
and contribute to the development of the poorest countries™![21]

8. Educating for a culture of care

Promoting a culture of care calls for a process of education. The “compass” of social principles can
prove useful and reliable in a variety of interrelated contexts. Let me offer a few examples:

- Educating people to care begins in the family, the natural and fundamental nucleus of society, in
which we learn how to live and relate to others in a spirit of mutual respect. Yet families need to be
empowered to carry out this vital and indispensable task.

- Together with the family, schools and universities — and, in some respects, the communications
media — are also responsible for education.[22] They are called to pass on a system of values based
on the recognition of the dignity of each person, each linguistic, ethnic and religious community
and each people, as well as the fundamental rights arising from that recognition. Education is one of
the pillars of a more just and fraternal society.

- Religions in general, and religious leaders in particular, can play an indispensable role in handing
on to their followers, and to society at large, the values of solidarity, respect for differences, and
concern for our brothers and sisters in need. Here | think of the words spoken in 1969 by Pope Paul
VI to the Ugandan Parliament: “Have no fear of the Church; she honours you, she educates honest
and loyal citizens for you, she does not foment rivalries and divisions, she seeks to promote healthy
liberty, social justice, and peace. If she has any preference at all, it is for the poor, for the education
of little ones and of the people, for the care of the suffering and abandoned”.[23]

- Once more | encourage all those engaged in public service and in international organizations, both
governmental and non-governmental, and all those others who in various ways are involved in the
areas of education and research, to work towards the goal of a “more open and inclusive education,
involving patient listening, constructive dialogue and better mutual understanding”.[24] It is my
hope that this appeal, made in the context of the Global Compact on Education, will be broadly
acknowledged and accepted.

9. There can be no peace without a culture of care

The culture of care thus calls for a common, supportive and inclusive commitment to protecting and
promoting the dignity and good of all, a willingness to show care and compassion, to work for
reconciliation and healing, and to advance mutual respect and acceptance. As such, it represents a
privileged path to peace. “In many parts of the world, there is a need for paths of peace to heal open
wounds. There is also a need for peacemakers, men and women prepared to work boldly and
creatively to initiate processes of healing and renewed encounter”.[25]

At a time like this, when the barque of humanity, tossed by the storm of the current crisis, struggles
to advance towards a calmer and more serene horizon, the “rudder” of human dignity and the
“compass” of fundamental social principles can enable us together to steer a sure course. As
Christians, we should always look to Our Lady, Star of the Sea and Mother of Hope. May we work
together to advance towards a new horizon of love and peace, of fraternity and solidarity, of mutual
support and acceptance. May we never yield to the temptation to disregard others, especially those
in greatest need, and to look the other way;[26] instead, may we strive daily, in concrete and




practical ways, “to form a community composed of brothers and sisters who accept and care for one
another”.[27]

From the Vatican, 8 December 2020

Pope Francis

10. News from the Catholic World:
01.12.2020: ACN Supports Daughters of Cross recovering from COVID-19in India

A series of events unraveled the community of the Daughters of the Cross. It started when Sr. Flora
was diagnosed with COVID-19 on the 5th of October. The next day, Sr. Suchita was also admitted
to the hospital, and her condition worsened the following day. On that week, eighteen Sisters of the
community were diagnosed with the virus. Sr. Anupama, the Provincial superior, and six other
Sisters were having bad symptoms and had to be hospitalized immediately.

After eight days in the hospital, some Sisters could come back home, provided that they would keep
quarantine for eight more days. Sr. Suchita did not come home. On the 23" of October at 8:00 PM,
Sr. Suchita passed away.

“We are called Daughters of the Cross, and this time, the Lord has given us a share of His Cross.
But let us not forget that we are not carrying it alone. He is with us. So, let us carry the Cross
together, helping one another. Let us embrace the Cross and lift it up courageously”, wrote Sr.
Anupama informing the province about their loss.

Sr. Suchita was the principal of a school that provided education for 320 children from poor tribal
families. She was also a member of the Provincial Council of her congregation and the Mother
Superior of the community in Hamirpur. “Sr. Suchita gave her life for the poorest and the weakest.
It is a big loss for the Province and personally for me,” said Sr. Anupama.

The congregation, founded by Mother Marie Therese Haze in 1833, has been active in India since
1861. Ever since the beginning, they have been active in the sphere of education, and they carry on
their work even amidst hardships.

The pandemic in India

When the COVID-19 virus spread in India and people started to suffer the health and economic
consequences of the pandemic, many families could not afford to pay the tuition fee of the schools.
As a result, many Sisters, who work as teachers, did not receive their salaries for many months.
Nonetheless, as long as they could work, they did so.

Following the footsteps of their founder, the Sisters of the Daughter of the Cross continue to meet
the needs of the most suffering members of society. In times of pandemic, they provide sanitizer
and self-made masks to the community, especially for those who cannot afford it. The most
vulnerable families rely on the Sisters for food, medicine, and daily living. “The need is growing as
much as the suffering of the people,” said Sr. Anupama.

India is the second most affected country with COVID-19. There are more than 8.5 million positive
cases registered in the country. More than 127 thousand people died from coronavirus. “We do not




know how long this pandemic is going to play havoc. Our town Rourkela is fully infested. People
are afraid,” said Sr. Anupama.

The mission of the Daughters of the Cross in Rourkela

The mission of the Sisters is to reveal the experience of God’s love to all people in the suffering and
death of Jesus Christ on the Cross. They carry out their pastoral and social work in the Slums of
Rourkela, besides having activities for sick people in hospitals, aged people, and ailing migrant
workers who cannot provide for their families.

ACN supports the Daughters of the Cross in India since the 1990s. Now, in times of need, the
Sisters recur to the support of the Pontifical Foundation once again. “We are trying to overcome
these tragic events [the loss of Sr. Suchita and the sickness of 18 other Sisters], but it will take time.
The hospital bills hit us very badly because the Province is still working on its economic
sustainability. We do not know how long the pandemic will last. The Sisters who are ill need good
care. They also need good nourishing food. If you and your organization think of supporting us at
this time of crisis, I shall ever be grateful to you for your kindness,” wrote Sr. Anupama.

ACN has promised to help them with 5.000 Euros to cover the medical expenses and medicine
costs. The Pontifical Foundation also offers the prayers of its workers for the recovery of the sick
Sisters and the rest of Sr. Suchita’s soul.

07.12.2020: Pakistan’s Christians to Protest Violations and Violence

The International Day of Human Rights, which is celebrated in the world on December 10, will be
“Black Day for Human Rights” across Pakistan to protest against the increasing number of violence
and violations of the inalienable rights of Christians and other religious minorities as well as
vulnerable and defenseless people in Pakistan. This is what human rights activists, defenders of
minority rights, political leaders, social workers, and Church leaders told Agenzia Fides, inviting all
citizens to join this “battle of civilization and democracy” for the country.

“We encourage all Pakistani citizens to join our call to observe International Human Rights Day as
a ‘Black Day’, especially for our Christian community. We see fundamental rights and freedom
trampled every day: our daughters are kidnapped and forcibly converted, only to be forced to marry
their kidnappers; often supported by the police because they are Muslims”, explains to Agenzia
Fides Khalid Shahzad, a well-known activist for human and minority rights in Lahore.

Khalid Shahzad, who also runs a non-governmental organization for disabled children, says: “We
have made this appeal, after the recent recovery of a 12-year-old Christian woman, Farah Shaheen,
and because we want to be the voice of all the other kidnapped Christian and Hindu girls forcibly
converted to Islam and then forced to marry their kidnappers”. Shahzad adds: “We need adequate
legislation and the enforcement of existing laws. We demand the protection of religious minorities,
in particular women and minors, an easy target for criminals”.

As reported by Khalid Shahzad, the police recovered the minor Farah Shaheen on December 5,
thanks to an order from the Punjab court. The minor was found chained in a room and had signs and
injuries to her ankles and feet. Khalid Shahzad adds: “In this case, the police officer also falsified
the documents, writing that Farah was 17 years old. According to the National Database and
Registration Authority (NADRA) of Pakistan, the girl is 12 years old”. Farah Shaheen was




kidnapped on June 25, 2020, by a 45-year-old Muslim man named Khizer Hayat, who converted her
to Islam and married her against her will. Because of the complicity of the police, it was not until
last September that the family was able to file a complaint.

Lala Robin Daniel, a Christian and President of the “National Alliance for Minorities in Pakistan”,
speaking to Fides declared: “We ask all citizens to observe December 10 as “Black day for human
rights”. The case of Farah Shaheen is exemplary. It is urgent to do justice”.

“We must stop the criminal activity against Christians in Pakistan, deprived of their personal
freedoms”, comments to Agenzia Fides Fr. Bonnie Mendes, Pakistani priest from Faisalabad,
recalling the recent case of Sonia Bibi, a 24-year-old Christian killed in Rawlapindi by a Muslim
man named Shehzad, for refusing his marriage proposal. Shot in the head on the morning of
November 30, 2020, in the city of Rawalpindi, she died of serious injuries during her
hospitalization.

Saleem lIgbal, a Christian human rights activist from Lahore, condemning the murder, said: “It is the
right of every citizen to exercise his or her freedom of conscience and faith. No individual can be
forced to marry or convert. These are fundamental human rights”. In this regard, he cites some
precedents.

Last July in Faisalabad, the thirty-year-old Christian woman Saima Sardar, a nurse, was killed by a
Muslim man for refusing the marriage proposal. In 2018 in the city of Sialkot, 25-year-old Asma
Yaqoob was burned alive for refusing to renounce her faith and marry a Muslim man. Often such
murders and violence go unpunished.

09 December 2020: Pope Makes Appointment in India

Resignation and succession of metropolitan archbishop of Patna, India
The Holy Father has accepted the resignation from the pastoral care of the metropolitan archdiocese
of Patna, India, presented by Archbishop William D’Souza, S.J.

He is succeeded by Archbishop Sebastian Kallupura, until now coadjutor archbishop of the same
archdiocese.

10 December 2020: ACN Statement on Incarceration of 83-year-old Jesuit Priest Fr Stan
Swamy

The executive president of ACN International, Dr. Thomas Heine-Geldern, released the following
statement:

“The international Catholic pastoral charity Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) supports the calls for
the release of Jesuit priest Fr Stan Swamy, who has been incarcerated since 8 October for alleged
illegal activities and denied release on bail.

We advocate the release of this priest, who has spent the last 40 years working with indigenous
tribespeople (Adivasi) in the Indian state of Jharkhand; tribespeople who have been forcibly driven
from their native lands to make room for mining or industrial agricultural projects. His only crime
was to demand justice and to denounce the abuse they have suffered in their region.




It is beyond our comprehension why Fr Stan Swamy, who has already spent one-and-a-half months
in prison, has been denied release on bail, even though the health of the 83-year-old religious, who
also has Parkinson’s disease, is in a precarious state. For more than 40 days he had been refused
even basic aids such as a drinking straw or a sipper.

Fr Stan Swamy’s case is only the tip of the iceberg in India. We are aware of other cases of priests
and catechists who have been wrongfully accused with the aim of spreading fear and intimidating
pastoral workers in their efforts to achieve better living conditions for the Adivasi and Dalits
(untouchables).

As the charity has learned from its contacts in the country, many people are also suffering from the
misuse of anti-conversion laws, which were enacted in eight Indian states to make forced
conversions and conversions by “deceptive means” a punishable offense. For example, Christians in
Jharkhand are often wrongfully accused of breaking these laws even though they have done nothing
wrong except practicing their faith. The objective here is to intimidate the opponents in land
disputes, which frequently arise in the regions inhabited by indigenous tribespeople. We know cases
of people who spent years in prison as a result of false charges, leading to the loss of their legal
rights.

ACN is very concerned about the rise of religious nationalism, which is promoted by institutions
that are close to the Indian government. In many villages, Christians are limited in their freedom of
movement out of fear of suffering fundamentalist reprisals. Unjustified arrests such as that of Fr
Stan Swamy often seem to have only one objective: to silence and intimidate the weakest.

We call upon international political institutions to ensure that the exercise of religious freedom is
protected in India and that the Catholic Church may continue to work for the poorest of the poor.”

18 December 2020: Ecology: Pope Francis is Awarded an International Prize

The 4" International Prize of the Accademia Kronos Association for the Protection of the
Environment was awarded, among others, to Pope Francis this year, reported “Vatican News” on
December 15, 2020.

According to “Vatican News,” this Prize sees in the concept of integral ecology, expressed by the
Holy Father, especially in the Encyclical Laudato Si’, “a new vision that can become a beacon.”

The Pope was awarded for “having put at the center of his pontifical action the subject of integral
ecology and the shared cultural patrimony in a logic of sustainable development and universal
solidarity, addressing every person that inhabits our planet,” reads the letter announcing the Prize.
His work stresses “the duty of everyone to do their part in the Common Home.”

This international Prize is titled “lo Faccio la Mia Parte” (I Do My Part”), and it consists of a
small sculpture made from recycled material, which represents a hummingbird of an African fable.
It’s said that during a forest fire, while all animals fled to the river, the hummingbird flew in the
opposite direction, taking a drop of water in its beak and saying: “I do my part.”




The Pope’s message goes beyond ecology, given its intensity and universality, explained lawyer
Ottavio Maria Capparella, head of the Association’s Juridical Office and Delegate for institutional
relations with the Vatican. And this message is simple and accessible to all, he added

In a letter to Pope Francis, dated November 16, the Association’s President, Franco Floris, paid
tribute to the Pontiff’s teaching, who has “made the necessary appeals, not only to institutions and
the powerful of the world but to all that live on our planet, entrusting to them the duty to do ‘their
part,” including through daily actions.”

Fr Stan has been charged with maintaining links with Maoist groups and having supported their
activities during a demonstration, which led to an outbreak of violence against Indian security
forces in Pune in December 2017. Prior to Fr Stan’s arrest, two house searches were carried out, one
on 28 August 2018 and the other on 12 June 2019. He was interrogated for more than 15 hours over
a period of five days in July and August of this year. Many aid organizations consider this an abuse
of the laws enacted to prevent terrorist attacks and riots for the purpose of appropriating land
without a proper legal consultation procedure.

23 December 2020: New Geo-Tagging Software Responds to Covid-19 Crisis

The Catholic Health Association of India (CHAI) has developed and introduced new geo-tagging
software as part of the response to the Covid-19 health crisis. The new geo-tagging software, called
“Corona Care”, helps to monitor in real-time the healthcare and economic assistance processes
launched according to criteria of maximum transparency. Redemptorist, Fr. Mathew Abraham,
Director General of CHAI, explains to Agenzia Fides: “This geo-tagging software allows us to have
and elaborate in real-time the data and the implementation on a given project launched by the
organization, in a completely clear and transparent way.

Current technological innovations have brought to light new methods for monitoring and reporting
on the impact of funds received, which is greatly appreciated by financial partners”.
“Covid-19 — continues the Director — has affected people from all walks of life in India, in
particular poor workers and day laborers. The Catholic Health Association of India, in addition to
its usual medical assistance activities across India, was able to mobilize over 12 million rupees to
provide food kits to 3,250 vulnerable families in 17 states of India. CHAI will continue to support
these families (1500 of whom have disabled children) for the next 6 months”.

The Catholic Health Association of India is the largest non-governmental health network in India.
More than 3,500 health institutions belong to it, ranging from primary health care centers to health-
education institutions. Of these, 80% are located in remote areas of India and are managed by
nursing nuns where doctors are not available.
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Celebrate the Pongal Festival with
heart-filled Happiness and Gratitude.
May this Festival bring you beautiful
harvest

and prosperous year ahead.
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