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Inter Nos wishes its readers a  
Merry Christmas  

and a  
Prosperous New Year 2021 

 

 

 

I. Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for the Month 

Evangelization: For a life of prayer 

We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the word of God and a life of 

prayer. 

   

II. OUR BISHOP SPEAKS: 

 

Relevance of Christmas 

Christmas as we know, is a period of joy and celebration, exchange of gifts, 

families coming together, fostering brotherhood of humanity, harmony, et al. 

Christmas proclaims the birth of the messiah in a manger. It reveals the mystery 

of a divine child in human status. Christmas also emphatically announces the 

truth that God needs a mother. 

1. Mankind is choked. 

While Christmas is shrouded in mystery it sparks profound hope and offers 

relevant and meaningful attitude to all walks of life. 

Mankind, today, has to face serious challenges the pandemic virus poses. It severely suffers from this 

deadly disease, isolation, unemployment, food shortage, and above all uncertainty about its future. 

Millions of people endure hunger as they have lost their jobs. They are deprived of their honour and 

dignity, and dubbed as untouchables. 

The people who speak of justice and fight for their rights are branded as anti-nationals, terrorists, 

Marxists and anti-Hindus.  Democracy and our constitutions are under the threat of collapse. People 

lose their faith in their rulers as their voices and protests are suppressed. The society is maimed and 

wounded, and unable to breath as their throats are throttled. People experience fear unheard of in the 

history of our society 

Now how can Christmas be relevant to these people and offer hope? 

God is one with humanity: 

In the Bible the new born child is known as Emmanuel, which means God is with us. Christmas 

categorically asserts that this enfleshed God dwells among men. God dwelling among us, means that 

he participates in our life filled with joys and sorrows .He suffers with us, walks with us, identifies 
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himself with us. When humanity is suppressed God is suppressed. 

He never leaves the suffering man or woman alone. 

Bible strongly discloses the love of God for the poor. If one makes an intense study of the Bible he or 

she is surprised to know that it is written for the sake of the poor and in support of the poor (Cf. Cain 

and Abel story (Gen 4), Joseph and his brothers ( Gen chs.37-45);  the story of Naboth(1 kings 21);  

the four Gospels). 

The God of Christmas never sleeps nor slumbers. He is ever watchful to protect us from the 

adversaries (PS 121).  What we need is to have trust in him. Christmas always calls us to renew our 

faith. It is also a time of determination, persistence and resilience. God shall never abandon us. 

2. God radiates and transforms life. 

The God of Christmas consoles us and sustains our hope. He provides us with an extraordinary 

strength and courage to face all challenges of life. It is somethings like what happened to a young man 

serving the military. He was a successful soldier. He came home for holidays and married a young girl. 

A week after this marriage, a call came from the military headquarters to return soon as there was an 

urgency to defend the country from the attack of the enemy. He was very sad to leave his wife. 

However, as the time passed, young man was accused of passing information about the secret of the 

military and was sentenced to death. He was put in jail, unable to control his emotions, and due to his 

pathetic and irremediable situation he often fainted and collapsed.  

He cuddled himself at the corner of the cell and refused to talk to anybody fearing imminent death. 

Then there was a call from the guard of the prison that someone wanted to meet him.    

With hesitation he went to see who this person was, it was none other than his wife. She told him, that 

I know you well. Then she continued, you are an innocent man, everything is fabricated. I would try to 

appeal for your release. 

The dying man was aroused to hope. He began to live a new life in prison cell.  

Well, this the way the Lord does for you and me. He never abandons us.  

3. An occasion to become wise 

Christ is the God of history and master of our life. He allows the suffering, but He does not cause it. 

He is the Lord of our destiny. He does not test us beyond our capacity. He wants to teach us a lesson to 

shape us through our failures and sufferings. We become mature and are able to learn the mystery of 

life.  Christmas is just that. 

The newborn Child in the manger becomes a star of hope, a sun of light to the entire universe and a 

new breath to give new birth to millions in the world.  

Let us celebrate Christmas meaningfully. 

May the joy of Christmas fill you and the coming of the New Year be a source of peace for you. 

We have lost a good priest in the person of Fr. Maria Antony Savarimuthu who rendered his pastoral 

service in various parishes. He had been a pious, simple and dedicated priest and served the diocese 

with commitment and love. May God keep him at His side.  
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My appreciation to Rev. Frs. Venice Kumar, Nelson Paulraj, (Coordinator of commissions) and others 

for their coordinated efforts to inaugurate the commissions of the south zone in a meaningful way, 

offering mass, and encouraging various units of Anbiyams to propel their activities in the parish of 

Pothakalanvizhai. May God bless them and continue to sustain their zeal. 

Rev. Frs. Johnson, Xavier Arulraj and Very Rev. Fr. Rollington V.F. deserve our appreciation for the 

wonderful work they do in their respective parishes.  

I appreciate also all the parishioners for their support and cooperation.  

------------ 

Most Rev. Dr. A. Stephen 

Bishop of Tuticorin 
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III. BISHOP’S PROGRAMME FOR DECEMBER 2020 

Date Time Day Programme 

02.12.2020 06.00 a.m. Wed Mass and Confirmation at Kozhunthattu. 

03.12.2020 06.00 a.m. 

 

06:00 p.m. 

Thu Mass and Confirmation at T. Saveriyarpuram 

 

Mass at Koothankuzhi. 

06.12.2020 11:00 a.m Sun Jubilee of the couples (South zone, Vadakankulam). 
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08.12.2020 10:30 a.m. Tue Blessing of the New school building Sacred Heart Brothers, 

Panagudi. 

9-10.12.2020  Wed-Thu St. Paul‟s Seminary, Mid-term Meeting. 

11.12.2020  Fri Retreat at Pillar, Madurai. 

12.12.2020 11.00 a.m. Sat Mass at TMSSS, Prison ministry. 

13.12.2020 11.00 a.m. Sun Jubilee of couples at Laity Center, Tuticorin.  

17.12.2020 10.00 a.m. Thu Christmas programme at Divine Mercy Center at 

Mangalagiri. 

18.12.2020 7:00 a.m. Fri Feast Mass at Palayakayal. 

20.12.2020 11:00 a.m. 

 

5:30 p.m. 

Sun Vincent-de-Paul, Christmas Celebration, Roch Hall. 

 

Christmas Carols Competition, Anaikarai 

21.12.2020 05:00 p.m. Mon Christmas Celebration at Good News Center. 

23.12.2020 05:30 p.m. Wed Feast Mass and Confirmation at Harbour, Tuticorin 

24.12.2020 11:30 p.m. Thu Christmas Mass at Cathedral. 

25.12.2020 08:00 a.m. 

 

06:00 p.m. 

Fri Christmas Mass at OLS, Tuticorin. 

 

Youth Cultural programme, OLS, Tuticoirn. 

27.12.2020 6:00 p.m. Sun Golden Jubilee Mass at Thisayanvizhai. 

29.12.2020 7:00 a.m. Tue Feast Mass at G. Pattinam. 

31.12.2020 11:45 p.m. Thu New Year Mass at Cathedral. 

    

January    

01.01.2021 07:00 a.m. Fri New year Mass at OLS, Tuticorin. 

02.01.2021 07:00 a.m. Sat Feast Mass at Kombuthurai.  

 

IV. AD MULTOS ANNOS 

Hearty Congratulations to the following Fathers on their Ordination Anniversary Day! 

Most Rev. Dr. Yvon Ambroise - 23. 12. 1967 

Rev. Fr. Arputha Xavier  - 01. 12. 2013 

Rev. Fr. Stephen Gomez  - 02. 12. 1964 

Rev. Fr. Benzigar Amal  - 06. 12. 2013 

Rev. Fr. David Sahaya Valan - 06. 12. 2013 

Rev. Fr. Sathish Kumar  - 06. 12. 2013 

Rev. Fr. Victor Devaraj  - 09. 12. 1970 

Rev. Fr. Theophilus   - 21. 12. 1968 

Rev. Fr. Panneerselvam N.S.  - 23. 12. 1974 

Rev. Fr. Rajesh D.   - 26. 12. 2000 

Rev. Fr. Antony Irudaya Thomas - 26. 12. 2011 

Rev. Fr. Arul Prabhahar S.  - 26. 12. 2011 

Rev. Fr. Joseph Starlin J.  - 26. 12. 2011 

Rev. Fr. Thomas Rojar  - 26. 12. 2011 



   

    

7 

Rev. Fr. Arokiam L.   - 26. 12. 2012 

Rev. Fr. Progress N.   - 26. 12. 2012 

Rev. Fr. Babiston A.   - 26. 12. 2012 

Rev. Fr. Rupert Arulvalan  - 27. 12. 1969 

Rev. Fr. Santheestan   - 27. 12. 2011 

Rev. Fr. Gabriel Raja SDB  - 27. 12. 2014 

Rev. Fr. Muthuselvan Jude SDB - 28. 12. 2009 

Rev. Fr. Arul Kumar Antony SDB - 29. 12. 2016 

Rev. Fr. Antony Samy SDB  - 29. 12. 2017 

Rev. Fr. Antonisamy SDB   - 29. 12. 2019 

Rev. Fr. Sebastian Vijayan SDB - 29. 12. 2019 

 

V. HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Best wishes to you on your Birthday!  

Rev. Fr. Panneerselvam N.S.  - 01. 12. 1941 

Rev. Fr. Dixon   - 01. 12. 1978 

Rev. Fr. Kingsly M.   - 01. 12. 1986 

Rev. Fr. Sylvestor J.   - 01. 12. 1983 

Rev. Fr. Stanis Joseph Michael - 05. 12. 1980 

Rev. Fr. Jerosin A. Kattar  - 08. 12. 1949 

Rev. Fr. Jeya Jothi   - 09. 12. 1953 

Rev. Fr. Antony Duckles  - 12. 12. 1976 

Rev. Fr. Antony Michael Vincent S. - 13. 12. 1978 

Rev. Fr. Irudayaraj R.  - 14. 12. 1974 

Rev. Fr. Anbu Selvan D. C.   - 16. 12. 1971 

Rev. Fr. Sebastian Vijayan SDB - 16. 12. 1988 

Rev. Fr. Jesu Antony Amalraj - 19. 12. 1981 

Rev. Fr. Arockiaraj D.  - 25. 12. 1980 

Rev. Fr. Johnson M.   - 27. 12. 1965 

 

VI. NECROLOGY 

 Most Rev. Dr.  G. F. T. Roche - 17. 12. 1955 

 Most Rev. Dr. Peter Fernando - 31. 12. 2016   
 Rev. Fr. J.X. Poobalarayer  - 03. 12. 1967 

 Rev. Fr. Stanislaus Pandian  - 05. 12. 1987 

 Rev. Fr. Aloy Navamani  - 13. 12.  2005  

 Rev. Fr. Rosario Corera  - 14. 12. 1982 

 Msgr. D. Swaminather  - 15. 12. 1955 

 Rev. Fr. J.V. Poobalarayer  - 17. 12. 1975 

 Rev. Fr. Singarayar F.X.  - 23. 12. 1956 

 Rev. Fr. Aloysius Fernando  - 25. 12. 1966 

 Rev. Fr. Karunakaran Gomez  - 30. 12. 2006 

 Rev. Fr. Maria Nather A.  - 31. 12. 1937  

 

Let us remember in a special way our former beloved Bishops, Most Rev. Dr. G.F.T. Roche and 

Most Rev. Dr. Peter Fernando on their Death Anniversaries. 
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VII. CONDOLENCES: 

 

1. We are very sad to inform you of the untimely demise of REV. FR. MARIA ANTONY 

SAVARIMUTHU, 42 years, the parish priest of Othasai Matha Church, Eral. He was born on 

11.07.1978 and was ordained a priest on 30.04.2006. He passed away on 10.11.2020, Tuesday, 

at Government Hospital, Tuticorin.  His Funeral Mass was held on 

11.11.2020, Wednesday, at 1.00 p.m. in Sacred Hearts Cathedral followed 

by burial in Mariathaipuram of Vadiyur parish, Palayamkottai Diocese.  

Inter Nos offers its condolences in a special way to the members of the 

bereaved family. Let us offer three Masses for the repose of the departed 

soul. May the soul of the zealous priest rest in peace! 

 

2. Mr. Rexz de Rose, 77 years of age, beloved brother of Rev. Fr. Loyola de 

Rose, expired on 23.11.2020 (Monday). The funeral Mass was held on 

24.11.2020 (Tuesday), at 9.00 a.m., in St. Theresa‟s Church, Therespuram. Our heartfelt 

condolences to Rev. Fr. Loyola de Rose and to all the members of the bereaved family! Let us 

offer our prayers for the repose of the departed soul! May the departed soul rest in Peace! 

 

VIII. NOTIFICATION FROM THE DIOCESAN CURIA 

 

1. From the Vicar General’s Office: 

Retreat for the Diocesan Priests: 
 

Second batch : 07 Dec 2020 (9. 00 am) - 11 Dec 2020 (1 pm) 

Venue       : Pillar, Madurai. 

Preacher     : Rev. Fr. M.A. Joe Antony, SJ, former editor of „New Leader‟, New Delhi. 

 Kindly be at 7.30 am for the breakfast on 07 December 2020, Monday.  

 A word of appreciation to all the fathers who took part in the I Batch of Retreat held in Pillar, 

Madurai and also to our Senior Priests who took part in the Retreat held at the Bishop‟s 

House, Tuticorin. 

 
2. From the Chancellor’s Office: 

 

(i) GREETINGS AND WISHES TO OUR 

FORMER BISHOP : 

Inter Nos, along with the clergy and the laity of the diocese, offers 

its prayerful wishes and greetings to our beloved Bishop Emeritus, 

Most Rev. Dr. Yvon Ambroise, on his Feast Day on 7
th

 December, 

the feast of St. Ambrose of Milan, Doctor of the Church. May the 

powerful intercession of St. Ambrose bring God‟s blessings 

abundantly on him and strengthen him in the difficult moments of life. 

It also offers hearty congratulations and prayerful wishes to him 

on his Ordination Day on 23
rd

 December. May God bless him more 

and more in his dedicated service to the diocese! Ad Multos Annos. 
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(ii) No Monthly Recollection: 
In view of the annual retreat, there will not be any monthly recollection in the month of December. 

 

 

(iii) Statistical Data of our Diocesan Priests for 2020 - 2021: 

 

S.No Designation/Assignment Number of Priests 

1.  Priests working in the Diocese     166 

2.  Priests working outside the Diocese in India         3 

3.  Priests working Abroad       32 

4.  Student Priests       21 (Abroad-6, India-15) 

5.  Priests on Leave/Treatment         4 

6.  Retired Priests       23 

Total     249 

 

Religious Priests working in the Parishes       16 

 

 

(iv) Annual Statistics for the Year 2020: 

Rev. Fathers are requested to prepare the annual statistical data for the parish and institutions 

for the year 2020. Two Forms are attached with the Inter Nos. You are requested to fill in the forms 

and send one copy to the Chancellor‟s office before the end of January 2021, keeping the other in the 

parish/institution file. 

Rev. Fr. Norbert Thomas 

Chancellor 

 

3. From the Financial Administrator Office: 
 

Season‟s Greetings! 

 You are reminded of sending the Mission Sunday collection to the Procurator‟s office at the 

earliest. 
 You are requested to give the Shrine/Parish contributions on 5

th
 of every month without fail. 

 As per the order of the Government, GST has to be filed on or before 10
th

 of every 

month.  So, I request you dear fathers (parishes, institutions and commissions) not to 

accumulate the statement of accounts of two or three months or more, instead, submit the 

statement of accounts on or before 5
th

 of every month. 
 The parish priests are requested to inform to the Procurator‟s office about the availability of 

community hall/parish hall attached to the parish. 
 The PAN number of TDA is being changed. Hence the parish priests/institutional heads who 

hold the bank account, are expected to come to the Procurator‟s office and verify the new 

number for future transactions. 
  
COMMUNIO INDIA - 24.01.2021 
 It is time for us to join our heart with „Communio India’ which is celebrated on 24.01.2021, 

3
rd

 Sunday of January 2021.  Kindly ask your parish community to contribute generously 
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towards the poor and the marginalized.  The envelops have been already distributed from the 

Financial Administrator‟s Office along with the Mission Sunday covers which should be 

returned before 11
th

 of February 2021.  Kindly co-operate towards this noble cause. 
  
 Financial Administrator Office’ Holidays for the month of December 
December 3 (Thursday)               -  Feast of St.Francis Xavier 
December 24, 25, 26                    -  Christmas 
(Thursday, Friday, Saturday) 
December 31(Thursday)              -  Year End 

 Parish  Contribution: 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church ,Sathankulam for Nov 2020 3000 

Infant Jesus Shrine, Caldwell colony, Tuticorin for  Oct 2020 1000 

Our Lady of  Fatima ,Fatima Nagar, Tuticorin for Oct & Nov 2020 6000 

Sacred Hearts' Cathedral, Tuticorin for Nov  2020 5000 

Sahaya Annai Church, Harbour Estate , Tuticorin for April to Sep 2020 6000 

St. Antony's Church , Azhagappapuram for Nov 2020 15000 

St. Ignatius's Church, Innaciarpuram, Tuticorin for Sep & Oct 2020 10000 

St. Joseph's Church, Cruzpuram, Tuticorin for Sep & Oct 2020 10000 

St. Xavier's Church ,T. Saveriarpuram, Tuticorin for Nov & Dec 2020 2000 

St.Barbara's Church, Barbarammalpuram for June & July 2020 2000 

Total 60000 

 

 Shrine Contribution: 

Holy Redeemer's church ,Thisayanvilai for Oct 2020 10000 

Holy Family Church , Vadakkankulam for Sep & Oct 2020 40000 

Manal Matha Shrine, Sokkankudiyirupu for Oct 2020 5000 

Our Lady of Snows Basilica , Tuticorin  for Oct 2020 30000 

Sacred Heart shrine, Alanthalai for Nov 2020 10000 

St. Antony's Shrine , Tuticorin 15000 

St. Antony's Shrine , Uvari for Oct 2020 30000 

St. Antony's Shrine ,Thappathi for Oct 2020 2000 

St.Jude's Parish , Pathinathapuram for July to Dec 2020 60000 

Thiru Kalyana Matha Shrine, Pothakalanvilai  for Oct 2020 15000 

Total 217000 

Rev. Fr. S. M. Sahayam 

Financial Administrator 

 

IX. INFORMATION FROM THE DIOCESAN COMMISSIONS: 
 

1. J}j;Jf;Fb kiwkhtl;l ew;nra;jp eLtj;jpypUe;J.. 
 

brk;gh; khjg; gzpj;jpl;lk; - 2020 
Njjp fpoik gzpfs;  
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01.12.2020 nrt;tha; mUsilahsj; jahhpg;G gapw;rp - J}. rNthpahh;Guk;  
04.12.2020 nts;sp gy;rka tpoh (vk;gth; ngz;fs; kWtho;T ,y;yk;> J}j;Jf;Fb)  
05.12.2020 rdp fpwp];jt xd;wpg;G fpwp];J gpwg;G Nfuy; tpoh> ew;nra;jp eLtk;   
06.12.2020 QhapW  ew;fUiz tPuh; mit> ghyh; mit khzt> khztpah; re;jpg;G 

K. rNthpahh;Guk; gq;F  
  ghlfw; FOtpdUf;fhd $l;lk; - Gdpj me;Njhdpahh; Nfhapy;> 

J}j;Jf;Fb.  
12.12.2020 rdp   tptpypa ez;gh; mit ,isQh;fSf;fhd tptpypag; gapw;rp - 

me;Njhdpahh;Guk;  
13.12.2020 QhapW fpuhkq;fspy; kiwf;fy;tpg; gzp - fPoKbkd; gq;F  
20.12.2020 QhapW  ew;fUiz tPuh; mit rpwg;Gf; $l;lk; -  FU];Guk; gq;F  
21.12.2020 jpq;fs; kiwg;gzpahsh; khjf; $l;lk; - ew;nra;jp eLtk; 
22.12.2020 nrt;tha; kiwg;gzpahsh; fpwp];J gpwg;G tpoh - ew;nra;jp eLtk;   
22.12.2020 nrt;tha;  kiwf;fy;tp gzpahsh;fSf;fhd fpwp];J gpwg;G tpoh - ew;nra;jp 

eLtk; 
25.12.2020 nts;sp  ghlfw;FOtpdh; re;jpg;G - nfhk;Gj;Jiw gq;F  
 
Fwpg;G:  
kiwgug;G QhapW fhyz;lh; kw;Wk; fth; $Ljyhf Njitg;gLk; gq;FfSf;F 
gq;Fj;je;ijah;fs; Mah; ,y;yj;jpy; cs;s ew;nra;jp eLt tpw;gidafj;jpy; 
ngw;Wf;nfhs;syhk;. 

 
 

ew;fUiz tPuh; mit rpwg;G gapw;rp> me;Njhzpahh;Guk; gq;F 

 
 

fpwp];jt xd;wpg;G nraw;FO $l;lk;> ew;nra;jp eLtk; 
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rka ey;ypzf;f tpoh> nghpa gs;spthry;> J}j;Jf;Fb 
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mUs;je;ij T. ];lhh;tpd;  

nrayh; 
 

2. J}j;Jf;Fb kiwkhtl;l njd;kz;ly gzpf;FOf;fspd; xUq;fpizg;gfk;: 

1) gzpf;FOf;fspd; xUq;fpizg;gfk;> kd;dhh;Guk; 

J}j;Jf;Fb kiwkhtl;l njd;kz;ly gzpf;FO xUq;fpizg;gfk; 
ehs; gzpfs; 

15.10.2020 tpahod; gq;Fj;je;ijaUf;F mwpKff; fbjk; mDg;gg;gl;lJ 
20.10.2020 nrt;tha; gzpf;FOr; nrayh;fs; mwpKff; $l;lk; - kd;dhh;Guk; 
29.10.2020 tpahod; QhapW kiwf;fy;tp njhlh;ghsh;fs; $l;lj;jpw;fhd fbjk; 

gq;Fj;je;ijaUf;Fk;> QhapW kiwf;fy;tp njhlh;ghsh;fSf;Fk; 
mDg;gg;gl;lJ 

01.11.2020 QhapW gzpf;FO xUq;fpizg;ghsh;> gzpf;FOf;fspd; nrayh;fs;> MAh; 
jiyikapy; $l;lk; (nghj;jf;fhyd;tpis gq;F) FWkz;lyq;fs; 
mwpKfk; 

07.11.2020 fhhp (rdp) rhj;ij kiwtl;l QhapW kiwf;fy;tp njhlh;ghsh;fs;> 
Mrphpah;fSf;fhd $l;lk;. 55 QhapW kiwf;fy;tp Mrphpah;fs; 
gq;Nfw;wdh; 

17.11.2020 nrt;tha; gzpf;FO nrayh;fs; $l;lk; - kd;dhh;Guk; 
 FW kz;lyq;fs; gl;baYld; njd;kz;ly gq;Fj;je;ijaUf;F 

fbjk; mDg;gg;gl;lJ 
 

njd;kz;ly gzpj;jpl;lk; 
ew;fUiz tPuh; mit khehL 

ehs;> Neuk; gq;Ffs; kz;lyq;fs; 
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21.11.2020 fhhp (rdp) fhiy 
9.30 Kjy; Kw;gfy; kzp 
11.30 tiu 

1. gpufhrGuk; 
2. NrJf;Ftha;j;jhd; 
3. ijyhGuk; 

gpufhrGuk; 

21.11.2020 fhhp (rdp) 
gpw;gfy; 2.00 kzp Kjy; 
khiy 4.00 kzp tiu 

1. nghj;jf;fhyd;tpis 
2. nfhOe;jl;L 
3. nrhf;fd;FbapUg;G 
4. nrl;btpis 
5. jl;lhh;klk; 

nghj;jf;fhyd;tpis 

22.11.2020 QhapW fhiy 
9.30 kzp Kjy; Kw;gfy; 
11.30 kzp tiu 

1. tlf;fd;Fsk; 
2. fhty;fpzW 
3. gj;jpehjGuk; 
4. ,uhjhGuk; 

tlf;fd;Fsk; 

22.11.2020 Kw;gfy; 2.00 
kzp Kjy; khiy 4.00 
kzp tiu 

1. mofg;gg;Guk; 
2. jpU%yefh; 
3. ,u[fpU\;zhGuk; 
4. $lq;Fsk; 

mofg;gg;Guk; 

25.11.2020 mwptd; (Gjd;) 
fhiy 9.30 kzp Kjy; 
Kw;gfy; 11.30 kzp tiu 

1. jpUitFz;lk; 
2. nra;Jq;fey;Y}h; 
3. ehl;lhh;Fsk; 

jpUitFz;lk; 

25.11.2020 mwptd; (Gjd;) 
gpw;gfy; 2.00 kzp Kjy; 
khiy 4.00 kzp tiu 

1. ghh;guk;khs;Guk; 
2. NrhkehjNghp 
3. rpe;jhkzp 
4. rNthpahh;Guk; 

ghh;guk;khs;Guk; 

27.11.2020 nts;sp fhiy 
9.30 kzp Kjy; Kw;gfy; 
11.30 kzp tiu 

1. rhj;jhd;Fsk; 
2. rpjk;guhguk; 
3. nehr;rpFsk; 
4. ,yq;fehjGuk; 
5. neLq;Fsk; 

rhj;jhd;Fsk; 

27.11.2020 nts;sp gpw;gfy; 
2.00 kzp Kjy; khiy 4.00 
kzp tiu 

1. jpirad;tpis 
2. mizf;fiu 
3. G+r;rpf;fhL 
4. flFsk; 
5. Njhg;Gtpis 
6. kd;dhh;Guk; 

jpirad;tpis 

29.11.2020 QhapW fhiy 
9.30 kzp Kjy; Kw;gfy; 
11.30 kzp tiu 

1. ehq;FNehp 
2. kPdtd;Fsk; 
3. Nrtpah;Guk; 
4. kiyad;Fsk; 
5. ,yq;Fsk; 

ehq;FNehp 

29.11.2020 QhapW gpw;gfy; 
2.00 kzp Kjy; khiy 4.00 
kzp tiu 

1. ts;spA+h; 
2. gzFb 
3. G\;gtdk; 
4. Vh;thb 

ts;spA+h; 

30.11.2020 jpq;fs; gpw;gfy; 
3.30 kzp Kjy; khiy 4.30 
kzp tiu 

njd;kz;ly gzpf;FOr; 
nrayh;fs; $l;lk; 

kd;dhh;Guk; md;id 
njurh efh; 

06.12.2020 QhapW gpw;gfy; 
2.00 kzp Kjy; khiy 4.00 
kzp tiu 

1. fs;spFsk; 
2. fpotNehp 
3. MidFsk; 
4. Jiuf;FbapUg;G 

fs;spFsk; 

13.12.2020 nrt;tha; khiy 
4.00 kzp Kjy; 5.00 kzp 
tiu 

fpwp];jt xd;wpg;G $l;lk; jl;lhh;klk; 

 tlf;fd;Fsk; kiwtl;l QhapW kiwf;fy;tpj; njhlh;ghsh;fs; $l;lk;>  
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,lk; : ts;spA+h;> ehs;> Neuk; : 28.11.2020 fhhp (rdp) gpw;gfy; 2.00 kzp Kjy; khiy 
4.00 kzp tiu. 

mUl;je;ij ney;rd; ghy;uh[; 
gzpf;FOf;fspd; xUq;fpizg;ghsh;> kd;dhh;Guk; 

 

2) nghJepiyapdh; gzpepiyak;> kd;dhh;Guk;: 
 

1. jpUkzj;jahhpg;Gg; gapw;rp - ts;spA+h; 

ehs; : brk;gh; 4> 5> 18> 19 - Kjy; kw;Wk; %d;whtJ nts;sp> rdpf;fpoikfs; 
Neuk; : fhiy 9 kzp Kjy; khiy 4.30 kzp tiu. 
 

2. jpUkzj;jahhpg;Gg; gapw;rp - rhj;jhd;Fsk; 

ehs; : brk;gh; 11> 12> 25> 26 - ,uz;lhtJ kw;Wk; ehd;fhtJ nts;sp> rdpf;fpoikfs; 
Neuk; : fhiy 9 kzp Kjy; khiy 4.30 kzp tiu. 
 
Fwpg;G: 
gq;FngWNthh; fhyk; jtwhikia filg;gpbf;f mUl;je;ijah;fs; mwpTWj;Jk;gb 
jho;ikAld; Nfl;Lf;nfhs;sg;gLfpwPh;fs;. 
 

3. gpw nghJepiyapdUf;fhd gzpfSk; ehl;fSk;: 

jpq;fl;fpoik  - nghJepiyapdh; gzpf;FO  
nrt;tha;f;fpoik  - ngz;fs; gzpf;FO 
Gjd;fpoik   - md;gpag; gzpf;FO 
tpahof;fpoik  - kJtpyf;F njhlh;ghd gzpfs; 
 

4. brk;gh; khj rpwg;G epfo;T: 

06.12.2020 md;W tlf;fd;Fsj;jpy; fhiy 9.30 kzp nts;sptpoh kw;Wk; nghd;tpoh fhZfpd;w 
jk;gjpapdUf;F xU fUj;juq;fk; eilngWk;. mijj; njhlh;e;J Mah; jiyikapy; jpUg;gyp 
eilngWk;. 

mUs;gzp. f. khpa muR 
,af;Fdh;> nghJepiyapdh; gzpafk;> kd;dhh;Guk; 

 
3) r%f Clfj; njhlh;G gzpf;FO: 

ekJ njd;kz;ly r%f Clf njhlh;G gzpf;FO elj;Jk; khngUk; fpwpj;J gpwg;G ghly; 
Nghl;b> ekJ NkjF Mah; jiyikapy; mizf;fiu gq;Fjsj;jpy;> 20.12.2020 khiy 5.00 
kzpf;F eilngWk;. njd; kz;lyj;jpYs;s gq;Fj;je;ijah;fs; jq;fs; gq;fpYs;s ghlfh; 
FOf;fis mzpak; nra;a Nfl;Lf;nfhs;fpNwhk;. 

mUs;gzp. tsd; muR 
nrayh;> r%f Clfg; gzpf;FO 

 

3. J}j;Jf;Fb kiwkhtl;l nghJepiyapdH gzpafj;jpypUe;J: 

nghJepiyapdh; gzpepiyak;> J}j;Jf;Fb: 
gzpj;jpl;lk;> brk;gh; - 2020 

ehs; gzp ,lk; 
 

6.12.2020 
FLk;g tsh;tho;Tg; gapw;rp J}j;Jf;Fb 
gq;F Nka;g;Gg; gzpf;FO GJg;gpj;jy; gzpfs; NrRuh[Guk; 

11>12.12.2020 jpUkzj;jahhpg;Gg; gapw;rp  cthp 
13.12.2020 jk;gjpah;fs; [_gpyp tpoh  nghJepiyapdh;gzpepiyak; 
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13.12.2020 khpahapd; Nridnfhkpj;rpa $l;lk; rpd;df;Nfhapy; tshfk; 
 

20.12.2020 
FLk;g tsh;tho;Tg; gapw;rp J}j;Jf;Fb 
gq;F Nka;g;Gg; gzpf;FO GJg;gpj;jy; gzpfs; A+jh jNjA Myak; 

 khpahapd; Nrid-njhlh;ghsh; kw;Wk; tsh;r;rpg; 
gzpf;Fof; $l;lk; 

rpd;df;Nfhapy; tshfk; 
 

26>27.12.2020 jpUkzj;jahhpg;Gg; gapw;rp tPughz;bad;gl;lzk; 
27.12.2020 FLk;g tsh;tho;Tg; gapw;rp tPughz;bad;gl;lzk; 

 
jk;gjpaUf;fhd a+gpyp nfhz;lhl;lk; 

jpUkz tho;tpy; 25> 50 Mz;Lfis epiwT nra;j jk;gjpaUf;F xt;nthU Mz;Lk; 
ek; kiwkhtl;l Mahpd; jiyikapy; a+gpypf; nfhz;lhl;lk; eilngWtJ jhq;fs; mwpe;jNj! 
,e;j Mz;L tUfpd;w brk;gh; khjk; 13 Mk; Njjp fhy;Lnty; fhydp - nghJepiyapdh; 
gzpafj;jpy; itj;J jk;gjpaUf;fhd A+gpyp tpoh eilngw cs;sJ. MfNt jq;fs; gq;fpy; 
1970 (rdthp- brk;gh; )> 1995 ( rdthp - brk;gh; ) Mk; Mz;Lfspy; jpUkzk; Kbj;j 
nghd;tpoh> nts;sptpoh jk;gjpahpd; ngah;> njhlh;G vz;> Kfthpia  mDg;gp itf;f 
md;Gld; Nfl;Lf;nfhs;fpNwhk;. ehk; nfhNuhdh ngUe;njhw;Wf; fhyj;jpy; ,Ug;gjhy; ,e;j 
Mz;L jk;gjpah; kl;Lk; ,e;j tpohtpy; gq;Nfw;f miof;fpd;Nwhk;. mth;fspd; FLk;gj;jhh; 
ahUk; tpohTf;F tu Ntz;lhk; vd;gijAk; mth;fSf;F mwpTWj;jTk;.  

 
jpUkzj;jahhpg;Gg; gapw;rp  -brk;gh;> 2020 

1. cthp - gapw;rpj; jsk; 
ehs; : 11> 12. 12.2020 - nts;sp>rdp 

2. tPughz;bad;gl;bzk; - gapw;rpj; jsk; 
ehs; : 26>27.12.2020 - rdp>QhapW 

Neuk; : fhiy 9.00 kzp Kjy; khiy 5 kzp tiu. ,uz;lhk; ehs; kjpak; 02.00 kzp Kjy; 
04.30 kzp tiu ngw;Nwhh; gapw;rp eilngWk;. mjpy;  jha;> je;ij ,UtUk; fye;J nfhs;s 
md;Gld; miof;;fpd;Nwhk;. 

Fwpg;G : J}j;Jf;Fb nghJepiyapdh; gzpafj;jpy; tof;fk; Nghy xt;nthU thuKk; Gjd;> 
tpahof;fpoikfspy; jpUkzj;jahhpg;Gg; gapw;rp eilngw;W tUfpd;wJ. 

FLk;g tsh;tho;T gapw;rp - brk;gh; 2020 

06.12.2020 - nghJepiyapdh; gzpafk;> J}j;Jf;Fb 
20.12.2020 - nghJepiyapdh; gzpafk;> J}j;Jf;Fb 
27.12.2020 - Gdpj Njhikahh; gs;sp tshfk;> tPughz;bad;gl;bzk; 

jpUf;FLk;g jpUtpoh 

27.12.2020 md;W jpUf;FLk;g jpUtpoh ehspy; gq;F mstpy; jk;gjpah;f;fhd gapw;rp>tpohf;fs;> 
A+gpyp jk;gjpah;fSf;fhd rpwg;Gf; nfhz;lhl;lq;fs; Mfpatw;iw Vw;ghL nra;a 
epidT+l;LfpNwhk;. 

ngz;fs; gzpf;FO 

J}j;Jf;Fb kiwkhtl;l gy; Nehf;F r%f Nrit rq;fKk; kiwkhtl;l ngz;fs; gzpf;FOTk; 
,ize;J efh;Gw gq;Ffspy; cs;s ,iwkf;fSf;F ijay; gapw;rp toq;f Vw;ghL 
nra;Js;Nshk;. vdNt jq;fs; gq;fpy; Mh;tKs;s egh;fis mDg;gp gapw;rp ngw itf;f 
md;Gld; miof;fpNwhk;. 
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gapw;rp fhyk;  : 3 khjq;fs; 
gapw;rp Neuk;  : fhiy 10.00 kzp Kjy; kjpak; 12.00 kzp tiu 
    gpw;gfy; 02.00 kzp Kjy; khiy 04.00 kzp tiu 
gapw;rp ehl;fs; : jpq;fs; Kjy; nts;sp tiu 
gapw;rp fl;lzk; : &gha; 1000 (khjj; jtizahfTk; nrYj;jyhk;) 
,lk;   : nghJepiyapdh; gzpafk;> Foe;ij ,NaR jpUj;jy    .                       
tshfk;> fhy;Lnty; fhydp 3-tJ njU> J}j;Jf;Fb - 8 

njhlh;Gf;F   : 94 87 85 28 08 

mkNyhw;gt khjh ,sk;ngz;fs; rig ifNaL 

‘Gdpjj;jpd; G+q;fjph;fs;’ vd;w mkNyhw;gt khjh ,sk;ngz;fs; rig cWg;gpdh;fSf;fhd 
Gjpa ifNaL cUthf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. ,jpy; rigapd; Njhw;wk;> cWg;gpdh;fspd; gzpfs;> 
flikfs;> thuhe;jpu rigf; $l;l nrgq;fs;> jpUtpoh etehs; kd;whl;L> jpUg;gypapy; Gjpa 
cWg;gpdh;fis Nrh;f;Fk; rlq;F Mfpait ,lk;ngWfpd;wd. Gj;jfq;fisg; ngw J}j;Jf;Fb 
kiwkhtl;l nghJepiyapdh; gzpafj;ij njhlh;Gnfhs;sTk;. 

ghuhl;Lf;fs; 

1.jpNu];Guk;   gq;fpy;  gq;F Nka;g;Gg; gzpf;FOitg; GJg;gpf;f xj;Jioj;j gq;Fj;je;ij 
mUl;gzp. mky;uh[; R+ir kw;Wk; cjtp gq;Fj;je;ij mUl;gzp. me;Njhdp rhkp   
mth;fSf;Fk; ,iwkf;fSf;Fk; ed;wpfs;. 

2. milf;fyhGuk;   gq;fpy;  Gjpjhf gq;F Nka;g;Gg; gzpf;FOitg; cUthf;f xj;Jioj;j 
gq;Fj;je;ij mUl;gzp. gPl;lh;ghy;   mth;fSf;Fk; ,iwkf;fSf;Fk; ed;wpfs;. 

3. gdpka md;id Nguhyak; gq;fpy;  gq;F Nka;g;Gg; gzpf;FOitg; GJg;gpf;f xj;Jioj;j 
gq;Fj;je;ij mUl;gzp. Fkhh; uh[h  mth;fSf;Fk; ,iwkf;fSf;Fk; ed;wpfs;. 

mUl;gzp. ngd;rpfh; Y}rd; 
,af;Feh;>nghJepiyapdH gzpafk;> J}j;Jf;Fb 

 
 

4. ,isNahh; gzpafj;jpypUe;J:  

jkpoff; fj;Njhypf;f ,isQh; ,af;fk;> J}j;Jf;Fb kiwkhtl;lk; 
            TMSSS tshfk;> J}j;Jf;Fb 
      brk;gh; 2020 gzpj;jpl;lk; 

ehs; gq;Fj;jsk; - ,isQh; re;jpg;G 
13.12.2020 J}a rNthpahh; Myak;> ,uj;jpdGuk;  
20.12.2020 J}a njhd;Ngh];Nfh Myak;> fPo<uhy; 

 
06.12.2020 Qhapw;Wf;fpoik 
jkpoff; fj;Njhypf;f ,isQh; ,af;fk; njd;kz;ly nraw;FO cWg;gpdh;fs; $l;lk;  
(kiwkhtl;lq;fs; - J}j;Jf;Fb> Nfhl;lhW> ghisaq;Nfhl;il kw;Wk; Fopj;Jiw) 
 ,lk;  : mrprp muq;fk;> Mah; ,y;yk;> Nfhl;lhW 

ehs;   : fhiy10.00 kzp Kjy; kjpak; 03.00 kzp tiu 
 
13.12.2020 Qhapw;Wf;fpoik 
J}j;Jf;Fb kiwkhtl;l nraw;FO cWg;gpdh;fs; $l;lk; 
 ,lk;  : ,isQH; muq;fk;> TMSSS tshfk;> Mah; ,y;yk;> J}j;Jf;Fb 

ehs;   : fhiy10.00 kzp Kjy; kjpak; 12.30 kzp tiu                
mUl;gzp. rjP\;Fkhh;> 

,af;Feh;> J}j;Jf;Fb kiwkhtl;l ,isNahh; gzpafk; 
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5. Njt mioj;jy; gzpafj;jpypUe;J : 

NkjF. Nuhr; Mz;lif FUkhztH epjp 
27-10-2020 ypUe;J 25-11-2020 tiu 

1 mofg;gGuk; (254 FLk;gq;fs;) 34150 

2 fhty;fpzW gq;F (150 FLk;gq;fs;)  17800 

3 J}a Njhikahh; Nfhapy; gq;F;> J}j;Jf;Fb  20300 

4 FU];Guk; gq;F (97 FLk;gq;fs;) 11845 

5 ghj;jpkhefu; gq;F   9550 

6 J}a me;NjhzpahH Nfhapy; gq;F> J}j;Jf;Fb  4400 

7 Gdpj kpf;Nfy; mjpJ}jh; Myak;> mz;zhefH (18 FLk;gq;fs;) 2350 

8 Gdpj hPj;jk;khs;Guk; gq;F (13 FLk;gq;fs;) 2250 

9 tPughz;bad;gl;lzk; gq;F   13200 

10 yad;];lTz; gq;;F  6500 

11 ,uh[ghisak;  2700 

12 Kf;fhzp (1 FLk;gk;;> 1 md;gpak;) 700 

13 gioafhay; gq;F  3200 

14 ,uj;;;;;;;jpdGuk; (2 FLk;gq;fs;);; 1200 

15 gj;jpehjGuk;  13000 

16 ,u[fpU\;zhGuk; gq;F 7600 

17 md;gh;fs; (13 egh;fs;) 12700 

  fj;Njhypf;fg; gs;spfs;   

18 Gdpj NjhikahH nkl;hpf; Nky;epiyg; gs;sp 2200 

19 Gdpj ,Q;QhrpahH njhlf;fg; gs;sp> ,Q;Qhrpahh;Guk; 1500 

20 fj;Njhypf;f njhlf;fg; gs;sp mk;gyNrhp 200 

22 fj;Njhypf;;;f eLepiyg;gs;sp> ijyhGuk; 500 

22 Gdpj ghj;jpkh md;id eLepiyg;gs;sp> ghj;jpkhefh; 1200 

23 fj;Njhypf;f njhlf;fg; gs;sp>T.rNthpahh;Guk; 2400 

  nkhj;jk;                        171445 

  kiwkhtl;l nghUshsH mYtyfk; topahf   

1 tlf;fd; Fsk; gq;F (nrg;lk;gh; - mf;Nlhgh;)  18400 

2 jpU. N[k;]; Kj;ijahGuk; (mf;Nlhgh; - etk;gh;)  600 

3 Gdpj N[hrg; ngz;fs; Nky;epiyg; gs;sp> rhj;jhd;Fsk;  2000 

4 Gdpj me;NjhzpahH Nky;epiyg; gs;sp> M . rNthpahHGuk; 
(mf;Nlhgh;) 

350 

5 fj;Njhypf;f njhlf;fg; gs;sp> M . rNthpahHGuk; (mf;Nlhgh;) 1000 

6 ];iyd; Qhdkzp G.gl;lzk;  1000 

7 jpU ,Uja Mz;fs; Nky;epiyg; gs;sp rhj;jhd;Fsk;             
(mf;Nlhgh; - etk;gh;)  6800 

8 NrR J}j;Jf;Fb 2000 

9 jpU ,Uja njhlf;fg; gs;sp rhj;jhd;Fsk; 600 

  nkhj;;;jk; 32750 
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  rpWkyH FUkl mjpgH topahf 171445 

  kiwkhtl;l nghUshsH mYtyfk; topahf 32750 

  nkhj;jk; 204195 

mUl;gzp. nkhp]; ypNah> 
mjpgh;> rpWkyh; FUklk; 

 
6. gs;spfspd; fz;fhzpg;ghsH mYtyfj;jpypUe;J: 

gq;Fj;je;ijaH ftdj;jpw;F 
 

MrphpaH gzpf;fhd gjpitg; GJg;gpj;jy; 

 MrphpaH gzpf;fhd gjpitg; GJg;gpj;jy; 2021-Mk; Mz;L [dthp khjk; kl;Lk; 
eilngWk;. gq;fpy; gjpT nra;Js;stHfs; jq;fspd; GJg;gpj;jy; ml;ilapy; gq;Fj;je;ijapd; 
ifnahg;gk; ngw;W xt;nthUtUk; jdpj;jdpahfNth my;yJ gq;fpYs;s xUtH kl;Lk; 
mj;jid ml;ilfisAk; ngw;W nkhj;jkhfNth> fj;Njhypf;fg;gs;spfspd; fz;fhzpg;ghsH 
mYtyfk; (J}j;Jf;Fb kw;Wk; ts;spa+H) te;J GJg;gpj;Jf;nfhs;syhk; my;yJ 
gq;Fj;je;ijaHfs; jq;fs; gq;fpy; gjpT nra;Js;stHfspd; midj;J ml;ilfisAk; ek; 
mYtyfk; nfhz;L te;Jk; nkhj;jkhfg; GJg;gpj;Jf; nfhs;syhk;. GJg;gpj;jy; ml;ilapy; 
gq;Fj;je;ijapd; ifnahg;gk; ngw;W gjpT nra;jthpd; cwtpdH te;Jk; 
GJg;gpj;Jf;nfhs;syhk;. ,e;j jftiy gq;F kf;fSf;F mwptpf;fTk;. 

  gjpitg; GJg;gpg;gtHfs; jhq;fs; tuhky; NtW ahhplkhtJ GJg;gpj;jy; ml;ilia 
nfhLj;J mDg;gpdhy;> gjpit GJg;gpj;Jtpl;lhHfsh? vdr; rhpghHj;Jf;nfhs;s Ntz;baJ 
GJg;gpg;gtHfspd; flik. GJg;gpf;ftpy;iy vd;why; kw;wtHfs; kPJ gop Rkj;j Ntz;lhk;. 
[dthp khjj;jpy; GJg;gpf;fj; jtwpatHfSf;F ve;j fhuzj;jpw;fhfhTk; kw;w khjq;fspy; 
fz;bg;ghf GJg;gpj;jy; eilngwhJ vd;gijAk; gq;F kf;fSf;F mwptpf;f Ntz;LfpNwd;.  

mUl;jpU. ngd;rpfh;>  
fj;Njhypf;fg;gs;spfspd; fz;fhzpg;ghsH  

J}j;Jf;Fb lNahrprd; mNrhrpNa\d;> J}j;Jf;Fb kiwkhtl;lk; 

 
X. IN MEMORIAM: 

 

Rev. Fr. Maria Antony Savarimuthu 
(1978 – 2020) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Fr. Maria Antony Savarimuthu was born on 11.07.1978 at Mariathaipuram in 

Alangulam of Tirunelveli District which comes under the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of 

Palayamkottai Diocese. His parents are Mr. Susai and Mrs. Maria Antony. He is the first child 

in the family and he has a sister and two brothers.  
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Studies: 

Rev. Fr. Savarimuthu started his primary schooling at R. C. Primary school, Mariathaipuram 

and then moved to Baren Bruck CSI Higher Secondary School at Bungalow Surandai which is 

1.5 km from Mariathaipuram. 

Religious Studies: 

As a young and energetic boy, Fr. Savarimuthu entered the Little Flower Seminary in 1994 

with an enthusiasm to be a servant of Jesus Christ after his 10
th

 standard where he studied 11
th

 

and 12
th

. In 1996 he went to Viraganur for learning English and Latin. In 1998 he moved to 

Christ Hall Seminary, Karumathur where he stayed and studied B.A. Philosophy in 

Arulanandar College.  In 2002 he was sent to Eluru, Andrapradesh, for Theological studies.  

Ministries: 

Fr. Savarimuthu carried out regency at Thalamuthunagar and Uvari and  diaconate ministry at 

Kizhavaneri.  Once he was ordained as a priest of God on 30.04.2006, he served as assistant 

parish priest of Azhagappapuram, Kuthenkuzhi and Cathedral. He continued to serve as a 

parish priest to the faithful of Kombadi for 5 years, St. Antony‟s Shrine, Thoothukudi for a 

year and then Othasai Matha Church, Eral till he joined the Choirs of Angels in Heaven. 

Earlier he was sent to the Diocese of Pisa, Italy, where he served as assistant parish priest for a 

year and a half. 

A Priest of Commitment: 

Fr. Savarimuthu spent amount of time in studying the people who were entrusted to him and 

his ministries were fully concentrated on the needs of the faithful. We can clearly notice that in 

all the places, he has carried out number of activities such as renovation of the churches, 

schools, assisting the parents in getting admissions for their children in schools and colleges 

and so on. Much I personally appreciate and admire in him is, the money he has left for his 

successor who can follow his exemplary ministry in the parish without much financial 

difficulty.  

Prayer Life: 

Fr. Savarimuthu spent amount of time before Tabernacle and often we could see him praying 

in the church. Thrice a day he recites the Holy Rosary. Frequently he conducted prayer 

services for the parishioners to help them grow in spiritual life. He believed strongly that 

prayer can change everything both outside and within.     

 Relationship: 

He developed cordial relationship with the parishioners wherever he was. His friendly 

approach with the government officials in the localities helped him get the government 

benefits for the faithful. He also had good relationship with the people of other faiths. 
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His friendship, crossing the borders like caste, creed, religion and race guided him to be a true 

servant of God and till the last breath on 10.11.2020 he proved it.    

Let‟s thank his parents and family members for giving such wonderful person to us. We 

believe that every praise of him with the choirs of Angels bring the heavenly blessing upon 

every one of us. 

- Rev. Fr. Maria Valan 
 

XI. NEWS FROM THE CATHOLIC WORLD 

 

04 November 2020: ACN: Good News for Pakistan: Arzoo Raja, Child-Bride of Karachi, Released 

The first positive result has been obtained in the Arzoo Raja affair, the 13-year-old Catholic girl of 

Karachi, Pakistan, abducted last October 13, persuaded to abandon her faith and to marry her 44-yer-

old Muslim abductor Ali Azhar. Arzoo was liberated in fact by the police force and led to a shelter 

house, at the same time as her kidnapper was taken into custody. The Sindh High Court has now 

ordered that the adolescent be present in the courtroom on the occasion of the forthcoming November 

5 hearing. 

Aid to the Church in Need (ACN), which is covering the legal fees for the defense of the minor, is 

happy with the decision assumed by the Judicial Authority and the assured assistance of lawyer 

Tabassum Yousaf. Above all we now hope that the victim will be properly supported after the very 

grave trauma suffered. However, Arzoo‟s release doesn‟t mean that the judicial proceedings are 

definitively concluded with the hoped-for success. Hence, it‟s necessary to verify what the subsequent 

decisions of the competent court will be, trusting in the application of the Child Marriage Act, which 

defines illegal the marriages of minors. 

Above all, it‟s necessary to remember that it‟s not an isolated case. The scourge of kidnappings, of 

forced conversions, and of child-brides involves every year thousands of adolescents belonging to 

religious minorities, first of all, the Christian. According to some estimates, the numbers are even 

greater. Numerous political representatives in Pakistan, including Muslims - and many belonging to 

communities affected these days by this drama -, are courageously raising their voices publicly to 

denounce such crimes and to invoke the existing norms of protection or the approval of other more 

appropriate ones. 

However, this is not enough. It‟s necessary to add to this the pressure from the civil society, from the 

media, and from Western institutions. Only in this way will it be possible to defeat the influence of 

Islamist extremism on Pakistan‟s institutions, influence that in many cases prevents them from 

carrying out the principal duty, namely, to protect the victims. 

06 November 2020: ‘Christians and Hindus: Rekindling Positivity and Hope during the Covid-19 Pandemic and 

Beyond’ 

The Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue offers its warmest greetings and best wishes to you 

on the occasion of Deepavali, which you are observing this year on 14 November. Amid the 

difficulties of the Covid-19 pandemic, may this very meaningful feast dispel every cloud of fear, 

anxiety and worry, and fill your hearts and minds with the light of friendship, generosity and 

solidarity! 
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With this year‟s Deepavali Message, the Pontifical Council charged with promoting interreligious 

dialogue and cooperation continues its cherished tradition of sending you festive greetings and a few 

timely reflections. This is the twenty fifth of such Messages, which seek to acknowledge, maintain and 

cherish the good things present in both of our religious traditions and spiritual patrimonies (cf. Nostra 

Aetate, 2). Albeit a small step in the direction of interreligious appreciation and cooperation, these 

Messages have, over the years, enhanced and promoted Hindu-Christian dialogue and harmony at 

various levels. We readily continue this noble tradition for the sake of forging, fostering and furthering 

mutual relationships between Hindus and Christians as a means of working together for our good and 

for the good of all humanity. 

This year, in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, we wish to share with you some thoughts on the 

need to encourage a positive spirit and hope for the future, even in the face of apparently 

insurmountable obstacles, socio-economic, political and spiritual challenges, and widespread anxiety, 

uncertainty and fear. 

Our efforts to do so are surely based upon our conviction that God, who created us and sustains us, 

will never abandon us. An encouragement to be optimistic may well sound unrealistic to those who 

have lost their loved ones or livelihoods or both. Even the boldest hope and positivity can dissipate in 

the tragic situations caused by the present pandemic and its grave effects on daily life, the economy, 

healthcare, education and religious practices. Yet it is precisely trust in God‟s providence that inspires 

us to remain optimistic and to work to rekindle hope in the midst of our societies. 

The pandemic has in fact brought a number of positive changes in our way of thinking and living, 

despite the unprecedented suffering it has caused worldwide and the lockdowns that have disrupted our 

normal life. Experiences of suffering and a sense of responsibility for one another have brought our 

communities together in solidarity and concern, in acts of kindness and compassion for the suffering 

and those in need. Such signs of solidarity have led us to appreciate more deeply the importance of 

coexistence, the fact that we belong to one another and that we need one another for the well-being of 

all and that of our common home. As Pope Francis has rightly noted, “solidarity today is the road to 

take towards a post pandemic world, towards the healing of our interpersonal and social ills”, and “a 

way of coming out of the crisis better” (General Audience, 2 September 2020). 

Our respective religious traditions teach us to remain positive and hopeful even amid adversity. In 

cherishing those religious traditions and teachings, may we strive in the midst of this global crisis to 

spread what Pope Francis delights in calling “the contagion of hope” (Urbi et Orbi Message, 12 April 

2020) through gestures of care, affection, kindness, gentleness and compassion which are more 

contagious than the coronavirus itself. 

Based on those religious traditions and teachings, our shared values and our commitment to the 

betterment of humanity, may we, as Christians and Hindus, join all people of good will in working to 

build a culture of positivity and hope in the heart of our societies, not only in these difficult days but 

also in the future that lies before us. 

To all of you we wish a Happy Deepavali! 

Miguel Ángel Cardinal Ayuso Guixot, MCCJ 

President 

12 November 2020: Church Leaders Urge Government to Protect Christians in India 
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With major Hindu nationalist networks announcing plans to launch a campaign against religious 

conversions-especially in the tribal areas of India - Catholic Church leaders say such a campaign has 

been going on for a long time and that the move is aimed at dividing people along religious lines for 

political gains. The supposed charge: Christians are stealthily converting tribals through manipulation. 

There has been a sudden spike in anti-Christian violence in tribal areas, and Christian leaders have 

urged the government to crack down on these crimes. 

There has been a sudden spike in anti-Christian violence in tribal areas 

“This is not a stand-alone campaign, nor a sudden one, and certainly not recent. The RSS (Rashtriya 

Swayam Sevaksangh - National Volunteer Corps) has had it as its agenda for much of its 96 years of 

existence,” John Dayal, journalist turned Catholic activist and spokesperson for the All India Catholic 

Union told to the pontifical foundation Aid to the Church in Need (ACN). 

The RSS is known as the fountainhead of Hindu nationalism and ideological guiding force behind the 

ruling BJP (Indian People‟s Party) that has been on the center stage of Indian politics since 1998. 

 “As one of the major arms of the RSS, the VHP (Vishva Hindu Parishad - World Hindu Council) has 

been in the lead on this in tribal areas of central India. They have almost succeeded in polarizing the 

Adivasi (tribal) community in the forest areas of Jharkhand, Orissa, Chhattisgarh, and Madhya 

Pradesh,” said Dayal, one of the founders of the United Christian Forum for Human Rights. 

Dayal commented that the RSS and VHP announced their campaigns through news outlets. Contrary 

to the conversion charge against Christians, Dayal said, the ratio of Christians has been on the decline: 

“The VHP and RSS should substantiate the allegations with data and statistics. In 1950 Christians were 

3 percent of the population, 2.6 percent in 1971, and 2.3 percent in the 2011 census. This exposes the 

hollowness of the allegations.” 

They are trying to spread their foothold among the tribals by branding them as Hindus and turning 

them against Christians, 

“The reference to tribal areas in their campaign statement shows the political agenda behind it,” 

explained Arun Pannalal, who advocates for the battered Christians in Chhattisgarh state in central 

India, under the banner of the Chhattisgarh Christian Forum. 

With the Hindu nationalist BJP losing control of both tribal-dominated Chhattisgarh and neighboring 

Jharkhand states in elections in 2019, Pannalal told ACN, “the campaign is already on. They are trying 

to whip up passions of the Hindu nationalist cadres. Conversion charges are the easy tool for it.” 

“Well-oiled machinery is at work. Days before an attack on Christians, newspaper reports against 

conversion started appearing, followed by TV channel debates, where no Christians are invited to 

defend themselves. Social media too are used, there are hate speeches, rallies against conversions are 

staged. When the atmosphere of hate is ripe, then the attack takes place,” Pannalal said. 

“Village meetings are held regularly where venom against Christians is spread. These deep jungle 

meetings are attended by 2,000 to 5,000 tribals. They are given free food and are indoctrinated. That 

explains why incidents of Christians being banished from Chhattisgarh are being reported,” said 

Pannalal. 
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A recent attack came in the form of pulling down a cross and erecting a Hindu temple on the spot at 

Madanpur, in Chhattisgarh. “The number of atrocities targeting Christians in this State is rising 

alarmingly,” Pannalal noted. 

“I just watched an intimidating video with some (Hindus) saying „we will do anything for our 

religion.‟ The authorities must enforce the rule of law and ensure that culprits do not get away,” 

Archbishop Henry Thakur of Raipur, the capital of Chhattisgarh, told ACN. “Earlier we used to have 

sporadic attacks. Now it is regular, organized, and coordinated,” Archbishop Thakur said. 

When the atmosphere of hate is ripe, then the attack takes place “We have no doubt that they are using 

the topic of conversion as a “bogey”, it has been a tool in the hands of Hindu nationalists for a long 

time,” told a local priest, who works in Ranchi, capital of Jharkhand, to ACN. “They (Hindu 

nationalists) are trying to co-opt the tribals, saying they are Hindus. Historians say the tribal (animist) 

culture is much older than Hindu culture. But they are trying to spread their foothold among the tribals 

by branding them as Hindus and turning them against Christians,” said the Catholic priest. 

He added: “The Church has no system to deal with the rogues. The state machinery, from the police to 

the judiciary has to intervene effectively to protect the Christians.” 

12 November 2020: Pope Makes Appointments in India. 

Resignation and appointment of metropolitan archbishop of Agra, India 

The Holy Father has accepted the resignation from the pastoral care of the metropolitan archdiocese of 

Agra, India, presented by Archbishop Albert D‟Souza. 

The Holy Father has appointed, as metropolitan archbishop of the same see, Bishop Raphy Manjaly of 

the diocese of Allahabad. 

 23 November 2020: Elderly Jesuit priest describes 'joy' of Indian prison life 

Father Stan Swamy says he sees God in the pain and smiles of his fellow inmates in a Mumbai 

jail. An elderly Jesuit priest struggling in an Indian jail with ill health says he still finds happiness in 

listening to the stories of other inmates and credits his congregation for the training that helped him 

cope with such a difficult situation. Father Stan Swamy, 84, has been in Taloja Central Jail in Mumbai, 

capital of Maharashtra in western India, since Oct. 9 following his arrest on charges of sedition and 

links with outlawed Maoist rebels. The priest is suffering from Parkinson's disease, a hernia and age-

related ailments and is unable to eat and drink without help from other prisoners.Inmates help him to 

bathe, wash his clothes and do other daily chores on account of his age and ill health. “Listening to the 

life narratives of the poor prisoners is my joy in Taloja prison. I see God in their pains and smiles,” 

Father Swamy told one of his priest colleagues in a telephone call.The priest also revealed his struggle 

to drink tea and water without the help of a straw or a sipper after jail authorities refused to allow him 

a sipper-tumbler that he brought with him when he was taken to the prison. “Now, I am using a baby-

sipper mug, which I purchased through the prison hospital. I have communicated this need to our 

lawyers. I am still awaiting to receive the sipper-tumbler,” Father Swamy said.The priest maintains an 

attitude of contentment even in his struggle and gives credit to his Jesuit training and close to 50 years 

of working with underprivileged indigenous and Dalit former untouchable people. 
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“My needs are limited. The adivasis [indigenous people] and the Society of Jesus have taught me to 

lead a simple life,” he said. “The prison administration provides breakfast, tea, milk, lunch and dinner. 

Any additional edibles are to be purchased from the prison canteen twice a month.” 

Father Swamy asked for prayers to Varavara Rao, another elderly man accused in his case. “Varavara 

Rao is very sick. Kindly pray for him”.The 80-year-old Rao, an activist, poet, teacher and writer from 

the southern Indian state of Telangana, has been in Taloja Jail since August 2018. On Nov. 17, 

Bombay High Court directed authorities to take Rao to a hospital for 15 days. The court noted that Rao 

was almost on his death bed. “Father Stan is so down to earth that he used to eat whatever poor people 

offered him,” said Father A. Santhanam, a Jesuit lawyer practicing in the Madurai bench of Tamil 

Nadu High Court. “Father Swamy is in great difficulty in the jail and cannot even eat and drink 

without others‟ help. We are encouraged by his great words to be happy in the most difficult times. It 

is a living testimony for any missionary on how to deal with a painful situation.” 

The National Investigating Agency (NIA), a federal agency empowered to combat terror in India, 

arrested the priest on Oct. 8 from his residence in Ranchi, capital of Jharkhand state, and charged him 

under the stringent Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA). Father Swamy tried for interim bail 

on account of his failing health and old age, but the court dismissed his request on grounds that he was 

arrested under the UAPA. The priest has denied any wrongdoing. Church leaders have accused 

authorities of persecuting the priest because of his work with marginalized communities. The case has 

also attracted the attention of the United Nations. The next hearing of his case is on Nov. 26. 

*********************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 






